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To 3 Adjutant General, Washington, D.C.

‘supported by weapons of Hq. Co. 8lst Tank Bne.

\Y

1_‘: o JA%¥ S ECRET B
@ - _ ‘% TH; CO CCB B AD
: - % DATE: 9 Oct 44
HEADQUARTZRS COMBAT CQMMAND *B® * INIT: Wc’ ; '
5th Armored Div.sion e b Rt b R AR E LTS S S 22 2 22

APO No 255 - U,.,S. army .
9 October 1944
Subjeect: After Action Report, Nontn or August 1944. of

(Thru: Channels)

l. In commliarce with par. 10 (C3 345~ ]
After Aetion reyvort is Bubm1¥ted8 (G3) AR 345-105, tne rolloving
o a. In general Combat Command operated in Divisional Formation
Red" consisting ot 8lst Tank BEn., i5th Arma. Intf. Bn., 7ist Arma. F.A.
Bno, Co. B 22nd Arma. Engr. Bno’ Co. B ‘tbth Arma. Hed. Bno.‘md Co B
127th Ord. Bn. Additiunal ai.tachments were made avaliable or attach-
ments were withdrawn as situation demanded. .

b. Operativn or Tank ana intantry units were closely co- ¢
ordinated, Tank and Intantry Companies, Platvons, and Sections being H
'garried' almust permanently, being separated only 1or specitic :
missionsg.

¢. Tank and Infantry teams were generally divided in two

foreces. , :
{1) Force A commanded by Commanding Officer, 8lst Tank

Bn. consisted of two (2) "married® companies of tanks and infantiry,
(2) Force D commanded by Commanding Officer, 15t
Inf. Bn. consisted of one (1) married tank and infantry compuily
supported by Hq. Co. weapons of Armored Infantry. R
(3? Light tanks were employed on special missions,<}a
reserve, and supported by Engineers. ~ I
(4) Appropriate attachments of Engineers, Light Tanks,.
etc. were made to the two forces in accordance with their mission.

A
S
L 4

2. During entire period Combat Command operuted on a . rouif,
blecking mission. Pursult was ordered and earried out to the limit .-

of endurance of vehicles and men. SN |
v .

3. Methods of Pursuit: ; AT
a. Oper:cted on at least two routes whereever road uef per- .

mitted. o
b. By chosing secondary roads with main forces, prepared
delaying and defensive positions were avoided and outflanked, The

Germans inverably pulled out when outflanked. . N
¢. Speed was emphasised and calculated risks were the rule, .

- =" Had the enemy been lees thoroughly defeated and aiger- ' |
ganized, the operation might well have falled due -to headlong advamss %
without adequate information of terrain and enemy dispesitions. Do

4. Reconnaissance. , _ ) R
a. Generally divisional reconnaiesance was lacking er semt ‘-

. out on such ghort notice that it was soon overrun by advaneing colnpg@{{

(1) There were two reasons fer this:
(a) Changes in mission were so sudden and time so
« urgent that reconnaissance was an. impoesidbility.

. ‘ )
M [F : (b) Higher echelons of command were forced to .

utilize available reconnaissance units for othét‘niq.i.n.;”,
The only lesson to be learned or congidered 1s o

the ever present plea that higher echelons of command

asel gn missions -ag early as possible to allow‘subordinato
- - E.5 Yo e “W

units planning and rec nce time.

i
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;r‘ Ltr. Hq. CC"B", 5 AD, APO #255, U.S.Army, 9 Oct. 44
£ Subj: After Action Rerort, August 1944
To: Adjutant General, Wash. DC (Continued)

5. Night Operation.

During a great part of this operation, units operated day
and night. The situation and orders required this. ¥inor resistance
was overrun with ease. Major resistance brought on night attacks
which were not fruitful and took more out of the units concerned
than was gained by fighting blind.

It is recormended that even in pursuit, orders do not require
night marches or night attacks over ground and defenses encountered in
hours of darkness. Leaders and men get lost as they have never seen
the terrain and a well set trap is too inviting to run into. 1In

- night operations it is essential that the fires caused by our own
)t burning vehicles be immediately extinguished even at great risk as
N ;?ey illuminate the terrain and make our columns a target for enemy .
(e res.
) Bright moonlight is of course an exception.

6. Equipment. : ‘

Equirment ie generally adequate... Of course we lack a gun
to cope with the Germans heavier tanks except when they can be at-
tacked at short range from flank or rear.

Each tank comrany or even each tank platoon should have a
tank equipred with a bulldozer.

‘ Engineers in dump trucks are severely handicarred in an
armored unit. We run through emall arms fire which the trucks can-

I T L
.

st
S

b not take.

F‘,' , 7. Concealment and Camouflage. .

%i The Germans are far better than we are in hiding their

kw§ weapons and installations. .On many occasions fire could not be

I located. Much is due to their superior powder and the muzzle brekes

. on their guns. A muzzle brake is highly recommended for our own guns.

18 ¥We still think in terms of road blocks. We must make am-
i bushes. Keep away from roads, dig in deep and camouflage thoroughly.
e .

|

: 8. Artillery.

o During pursuit operations it was necessary to either run
e away from artillery or keep it in column on the road. Direct fire
it from tanks gave sufficient power to overcome resistance except on
three occasions. A

9. Engineers.

. Treadway bridge sections must be available and kept well
forward. The Germans are good demolishers. Had they had time to
be more thorough, we wolld not have succeeded with amount of equip-
ment at hand. ’

B 10. Air Cooperation. _ .
i , On all occasions in which air was available, the cooperation
ik and prompt attack of suitable targets was all that could'be desired.
i The essentialsé of prompt air support are: . .

3 l. Prompt and accurate report by Reconnaissance Agencies

S to S-2.

;F‘ 2. Close association, either physical or telerhone between

S-2 and S-3 Air and V.H.F. air surport.

3. Coordination between artilliery forward observers and
artillery S-2 linked with combat command S-2Z2.
It was found that air complimented artillery perxgctly.

i Artiilery can neutralize, force targets to move, and the air destroys.

HY An example of artillery air cooperation follows:

: Direct fire was received from either 75 or 82 mm wearons.
Source of fire could not be discovered. Artillery hunted for
enemy source by firing at likely places. In a few minutes
enemy fire cezsed. Artillery cubogbsergedftwq Gernman gﬁggg

o e from rear of wood about 25 vaerds from our posit .

§2e§§2s than four (4§‘minutes air revorted tzrget destroyed.

AR a1 Toh dod N %
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Ltr. Hq. CC"B", 5 AD, AYO #255, U.S.Armv. © Oct. 44
Subj: After Action Revort, August 1944
Yo: Adjutant General, Wash. DC (Continued)

1l1. Conclucsions.
' &. In pursuit, avoid long columns. They sre harc to
control and moest terrain will not permit tighting anything but
leading elements and adecuate control is lacking.

: b. The German is comrunication conscious and likes good
roads. Firet class roads are always studded with defenses. Secondary
ones are generally neglected. .

c. His use of roving, self propelled or towed guns is
normal anc¢ good. Fe cnvers roasd bends, changes in grade and rad
intersections. : :

d«. Our security detachments on aprroeches are generslly
too obvious. Make them security ambushes.

e. Keep contact at night and fight in the daytime unless
the night operaticn.can be carefully planned, reconnoitered, and
kept simple. '

f. Calculated risks are necessary, even to extent of
being overly rash if the gain is commensurate. The enemy rust be
well defeated and entirely confused to make pursuit, such as this

oreration has been, successful.
EN T. COLE,

Colonel, Cav., .

2 Incls. Commanding.
1-5-2 Journal, month of August, 1944} Ngf..ef
2-8-3 Journal, month of Aupust, 1944.) 2¢.deewy

XL
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HEADQUARTERS COLBAT COMIAND “B*
5th Armored Division
~ APO No 255 - U.S. Army

* Init:
FHHKAHKR HPHHF HHXF XN KN

9 October 1944 )
Subject: After Action Report, Month of September 1944.
To $ Adjutant General, Washington, D.C. (Thru: Channels)

§ 1. In compliance with par. 10 (C3) AR 345-105, the following
b After Action Report is subtmitted:

. " @&« In general Combat Command operated in pivisional For-
mation "Red® consisting of 8lst Tank Bn., 15th & rmd. Inf. Bn., 7lst
wg F.A. Bn., Co. » 22nd Armd. Engr. Bn., v o B 75th Armd. Med.
Bn., and Co B 127th Ord. Bn. .Additional attachments were made avail-

- able or attachments were withdrawn as situation demanded.

o Ce B buring veriod 1 September to 10 Sepiember operations were !
similar to and éonducted along lines outlined in August report.

= ' 3« Period 11 September to 15 September border occupancy and
.~ probing by patrols over German border constituted all action.
S &. On 11 September our tirst patrol entered Germany in
‘gate afternoon. Frontier pillboxes were found occupied by light
- forees. , - ‘

0 . ,b. Starting 12 Sept. the Germans built up moderate strength

-+ . of meritar and light artillery fire. Our patrols were countered and

. 'wére unable to penetrate line of pillborxes. Germans patrolled in

. #mall groups and later in large groups. They patrolled boldly until

' discovered and fired upon, whereupon they withdrew promptly. On one

-~ oectasion a strong force of company strength, preceeded by heavy <

& .. o morter. shelling, drove our border outpost to support line. This <o

. . wan eountered during day and restored in late afternoon. U\
®. ., €. The principal lesson to be learned trom this perivd of ‘o
#. = eperation was one of terrain. Had any action ¢f any scope developed, :j;

o zgg;_;aiy useful element was Infantry and Artiilery plus some use of ~
light tanks. The medium tanks were helple ss due to steep grades,
defiles and weather.,

, S It seems to be indicated that more consideration should
be given to terrain and weather in the employment of armor. 1In such
terrain and weather as this area, tanks were useless and indeed, a
hindranece. It is dangerous to rely on armored action unaer such
adverse conditions as power cannot be put into aetion. Furthermore, :
ample &and continuous reconnaissance must be emploved before moving , E
armer through such country, ag mountain roads were defiles on which g
it would have been fatal to be caught. The only alternative is |
moving at foot epeed, combing out defiles before entering. J

-

f‘ " 4. Period 15 Sept. to 22 Sept. was one of demonstrution in
' Germany. Initial opposition was not severe but built up during ‘ :
- perjod to the point where artillery, mortar and small arms fire was !

eontinuous as were small unit counterattacks. Tanks became practi-
, cally useless as terrain was not too favurable and the rain caused i
P mud tee sever to negotigte. Operation could however have been wholly
| . successful had infantry been avaiicble to keer open surply lines.

Lﬁ’  The Ge 8 are bo.d and quick to intiltratge on flanks and rear.
‘ ;';fgy It wae found that in operating against pill boxes, it is
i ! ssary to completely demolish tnem as one roes along. Otnerwise
_gqqaggi;gqgg_'magp intiltrate back or gpii;ze‘pnqerground passages and the
PeMLINED it We done over, T Tt T . -
F T o -In sttacking boxes the IoLluvTiNg BuggesiICTy Ate mprpeys 'ﬂﬁ@
£.- '~ &. Use normal assault methods ot Tank of TD and Infantry
i to galn possesslon ot box. o
Ve ’ b. Utilize about 17 pound charge to block doors and |
embrasure.

¢. Bulldoze in rear entrance and plug ventilator when 4
possible. . B

¥
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Ltr. HEq. CC"B", 5t A.D., AFO %25
. . . A.D. =255, U.,S.Arn v Cct.
To,'Angtant Genevral, Washingtun, D.C. (Tnﬁg’Chann:19§4
Subj: Afte ' Act.un Reyort, Sert. 44 —

de To demolish most buxes com
d vletely costs
pounds o:r exploeive each. v ve about 400

e. Do not give up area as Germans wi i
out and use again. L1 come back, dig

f. On buxee not already taken, k ' ‘

£. » keep artillery and mort
registered. This keeps people 1n box and Ltowers :nelr are y
morale considerabliy. :

5. Pebiod 23 Sept. - 25 Sept; Divisioun reserve.

6. Period 25 - 30 Sept. was deiensive mission -
bourg sector. Activity congistea ol patrolling and ggigggingaﬁgzifing
and artillery and mortar exchanges. '

Again due to weatner and terrain, tanks were helrlegs and
could not have rendered etrtective action had occasion reqﬁiréd it.
The lesson to be learn=a is that 1t 18 extremely uneconomical to
employ tanks on sucn a mission unless they can be empioyea in tneir
own true detensive role, that or counterattack. To aismount crews and -
use as Inrantry is cusiiy as Lney are improperly armed tor sucn
missions and casualties will be higher tnan witn iniantry iroops.

7. German Anti-Tank tactics. I
'me Germans are using many more noliow cnarges inan Previousiy. :
Nearly every group has & S1mli&ar weapon to our bazooka and they know

now Lu use Liwkcm.

",

We must: ‘
l. Keep 1nrantry with our tanks ail tne time, .
2. Avoid wuods and detriies uniess we comb: tnem with

Inzantry berure and auriug puassage.

8. MKines. , PR
Gorman mines are ueed witn greater dens.ty ana mure im vne !
A 1

piace than rormeriy. Often mines Wiil wreck & tanKk, aN9Cxing vut suime
or all of personnel. It is no longer gafe to assume that & blown erkk

is the worst than can happen to a tank.

9. Withdrawal from actinn. N ; ‘

Tn withdrawing from Germany on 28 Sept. it was found thet by - |
putting a great deal of pressure on the Germans with artillery and air
in the late afternoon and evening, the Germsns did not geeover suf

ficiently to react to our withdrawal during the night, :
The 47th Armd. Inf. Bn. was able to cover the withdrawal

without trouble and the Germsn mortar and artillery fire had been
sufficiently urset so that they were unable to hamper the opgration

seriously.

P

&
%
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10. Air cooperation. A
The air gave excellent support whenever available. The air'

officers do not like the V.H.,F. set in a tank. They funetion best .
from a position near the S-2 in a C.P. In a tank, with units in Yy
contact, they see only the local picture, and motor noise is such !
that they cannot talk planes into targets with any success.

It is recommended planes be brought in circle around C.P.
given direction panel and telked into target from half-track in O

vicinity of C.P. '
It is also necessary that the artillery have red and yellow

emoke to mark targets vhen called for. The German is clewer at this. -
He will mark you with white smoke whenever used. The air and artillery ™
can work white smoke by reving attention only to rounds when given

"on the way."

RIS S
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Ltr. Ho. CC"B", 5th A.D., APO #255, U,S.Army, 9 Oct. 44
‘Subj: After Action Report, Sert. 44
To: Adjutant General, Wash. D.C.

10+ Air cooperation (cont'd)

Violet or green smokes are not suitable'at thie time of year.
Later, with no foliage and possible snow, these smokes will be effec-
tive from the air viewpoint.

7
W ¢ *’/Vdj
HN T. COLE,

o Colonel, Cav.,
2 Incls. Commanding.
1-8-2 Journal, month of Sept. 44 ¢4 . . TER

R3S

é%i | '2-8-3~Journal, month of Sept. 44
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@ ' FZAD UARTERC COIBAT COLIAKD “BM v
‘5th Armored Division O S
Qp ;‘

’ AFC Yo 255 - U.S. Army

4 Kovember 1944 .

Subject: After Action Rerort - onth or Cctober

To : Adjutant General, Washington D.C. (thru channels)

1. CAMPAIGN: | oo
Campaign in Testern Lurope. ' L

2. (035.ANDIIG OFFICERS: : ' '
z. Combat Command "5", 5th AR - Colonel JOHN T. COLE fﬁ
%. Hg. Co. CC"B" - = Captain JOE W. FERRY i __ 4

c. 8lst Tank Battalion - Lt. Col. LEROY H, ANDERSON
For Company Cormauders see After Action Report 8lst. °

d. 15th Armored Infantry Bn. - Lt. Col. GLENN G, EICKENSGF ,
For Company Commanders see After Agtion Report *
15th Armored Infantry Bn. -
Eo 71st Armored Fe.Ae Bne. - Lto COIQ 1. B‘ VASH:BURN

: Por Company Commanders see After A%}ion Rpport

71st Armored F.A. Bn.
f. Company "B", 22nd Armd. Eng. Bn. - CapéL-ROLI !iﬂl&lﬂﬂi
g+ Company "B", 75th Armd. led. Bn. = Captpin T RAT
h. Company "B'_', 127th Ord. Md nt. Bn. = 1lsp Lt mm
- MC SPADDEN. - g

3. LOSSES IN ACTION: :
a. Killed - None .
b. Wounded - One
c. ¥issing - One .
d. Known captured - None ;
i

4. October (1-2) consisted of defensive actiom, Luxembeufg‘b;g‘gg

[ B e

Inemy in contact, YAI'FF GRUPIE APPEL, a>nsisting of battalﬁil )
strength. This force was disrosed on northern half of sector. Om . -
eouthern front a Trovisional Battalion of 19 G. A. We con51sting of

Air Force personnel. ST

Both battalions had some 120 and 81 12t mortars en ihe;
defensive rosition and e few self rrovelled pieces of mediun~artilllry.),

“nemy utilized the OUR River and heights east thereof fuﬁ
defencive r031t10n. .

¥o evidence of extensive uee of mines or demolitionu.

%Jé
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Ltr. ¥q. CC"B", 5th Ah, 4 ¥ ,ﬁﬁéf‘lgii"LJ e
Subjs After Action Nerort - Lonth of October (continued)
To : Adjutant General, Wash., DC (thru channels)

] Duriqg pe;iod enemy di d not patrol add our forcec made no
crossings. No prisoners or deserters were vicked upe.

Ineny patrolling was ineffective. Prisoners cartured in leste
September stated they knew nothing of our dispositions as their vatrols
never penetrated our outrosts. }

The civilians were passive and friendly. ZXnown Germens hzaé
been taken up.

>

'vThe terrain was rugged znd wooded and heavy mud prevailed.

Action consisted of counter reconraissance and reconnziss=nce
patrolling, operation of OP's and artillery fire of interdiction and
on targets of opportunity.

The Combat Cormmeand operated under Division control.

Command Posts:

Combat Command "B" EDERNACH , LUXE}BCURG
15th Armored Infantry Bn. gwﬁi ﬁ ITmDERYNACH (908362)
8lst Tank En. 1 14 N GILSDORF ( 885438)

lission of Combat Command was defense of ILIUTIZiT70ULTG border.
The 15th Armored Infantry Bn. was utilized to garrison strong points
on front and to man OP's.

81st Tank Bn. backed up infantry positions by platoon

attachments. The remainder of battalion was disposed to utilize

1limited terrain upon which they could be moved, (mud and natural
obstacles made tanke relatively useless) to repel any penetration
and control highway system.

Communication was maintained by limited use of Fl Radio with
main channels supp%emented by wire.

Tiaison was maintained with supporting and adjacent units but
no action was necessary.

Use of weapons was normal. Some booby traps were set for a

few hours during the night and taken up by day. XNo Germans were

caught however.
Supply and evacuation was normal.
No casualties were suffered.

The remainder of the month the Combat Cormand was out of contact.

-2 =




Ltr. Hg. CC"B", S5th AD, 4 November 1944

Subj: After Action Report - Xonth of October (continued)

To : Adjutant General, Wash., DC (thru channels)
October (3-4) engaged in maintenance MEDWRIACH area, having

been relieved by 121 Infantry Regiment, 8th Infantry Diviision.
October (5-14) Traiuing FAYLONVILLE area.

October (15-26)} Army Reser ve, AACHEN area. CP at SCHLECKHEIM,
~ GERNANY. (K890373)

Prepared to counter attack on Army order under direction
VII Corps. 2nd battalion 110th Infantry was attached. On 18 Qctober
this battalion was detached and attached to 1st Infantry Division for
action with that Division.

October (27-31) Returned to FAYMONViILLE area for training
‘and reconnaissance to relieve CC"R",

Only one casualty was suffered from enemy shelling én

AACHEN area.

T. COLE,
Colonel, Cav.,
Commanding.
3 Incl.
1 - FO #13

2 - hxtract S-3 Journal.
3 - Extract S-2 Journal,.

()
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Ltre Hq CCB, L March 1846 oontinued,

R 4

be Attack mutuaily supporting piaces simuitaneousiy and seal off fienks with
artiliery andsor smoke. Most losses are from flanking supportiug elements of enemy
AeTe fire. .

Qe Stuck vehioles are sitting ducks., Get them out as soon as possiblie.

" do In heavy going do mot trust halftracks, Put infantry snd their supporting
spons on tank decks. A long repe on tenk is useful for dimmounted infentry to hold
onto for rapid progress. .

Oe With meny vilisges to be attacked, tenk smunition is rspidiy expended,
Esoh tank Bn should have 8 or 1V trailers for yuick resupplys These trallers should
be towed by reserve compeny or light tanks. Wheel transportation fails in heavy going.
¥ S R are generally orowded and serious delsys are spt to ruuLt;L .

st

OB T, COLB,
Colonel, Cave,
Commanding.

L 4

4 Inol.
le Extraot S~¢ Journal
e Extrast S-5 Journal
Se Report of Air-Ground Cooperation
4, Supporting Doouments
s FO #20
Oe Annex §2 to FO #20
de Memo, 25 Feb, 40
es Movement Order 22 Feb, 46
fe Letter of Instructions
gs Movement Order S Feb.
h. Convoy Instruotions 9 Feb.
ie Movement Order 4 Feb.

YTy
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HEADQUARTERS COMBAT COMMAND m"B"
5th Armored Division T
APO No 255 - U. S. Army ~)
1 December 1944
Subject: Action Against Enemy, Report After - Month of November

To

The Adjutent General, Washington D.C. (thru channels)

1. CAMPAIGN:
a. Campaign in Western Europe.

2. COMMANDING OFFICERS:
a. Combat Command "B", 5th AD
b. Headquarters Company CC"B" - Captain JOE W. PERRY
&. 8lst Tank Battalion Lt. Col. LEROY H. ANDERSON
For Company Commanders see After Action Report
8lst Tank Battalion. '
d. 15th Armored Infantry Bn. - Lt. Col. GLENN G. DICKENSON
For Company Commenders see After Action Report
15th Armored Infantry Bn. ,
Q. 718t Al.mored Fvo Bno - Lto COl. I. Bo WASHHIBN
For Company Commanders see After Action Report
71st Armored F.A, Bn.
f. Company "B", 22nd Armd. Eng. Bn. - Capt. ROLF E. MICKLESON

Colonel JOHN T. COLE

L Y |

hz. Company "B", 75th Armd. Med. Bn. - Capt. THOMAS P. HARBESON

- Company "B", 127th Ord. Maint. Bn., - Capt. RICHARD L.

‘ MC SPADDEN, -
i, Company "B", 628th T.D. Bn. - Captain PAUL L, MC PHERRAN
- 85th Cav. Ren. Sqdn. Mez. - Major GEOKGE C. BENJAMIN

3. LOSSES IN ACTION:
a. Killeda - 2

b. Wounded - 9 e
c. Missing - None '7/
4. Known captured - None

L. November (1-10) consisted of defensive action along line
MONSHAU, HOFEN, ALZEN GERMANY thence 3000 yards to South.

Enemy in contact 2nd and 3rd Battalions of 1056 Regiment.

During this period the enemy was inactive. Their front lines
were from 150 yards on the North to 3000 yards on the South from our
lines. A moderate amount of unobserved mortar and artillery fire fell
on our positions.@®ccasionally small arms fire would be directed aim-
lessly against us. Flying bombs passed overhead very frequently.

The enemy used large numbers of Anti Tenk and Antl Personnel
mines. The Anti Personnel mines encountered were Scha mines.

Very light enemy patrol activity was observed. All patrols

withdrew hurriedly when artillery fire was laid upon them._ Approximately

eight (8) enemy voluntarily surréndered to our outposts.

All civilians in the area had been evacuated except a detail
of four men, who had been carefully screened, left behind for the
purpose of caring for the livestock.

The terrain was very hilly and the ground was very muddy.

nadigarans
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Subj: Action Against knemy, Report After - Month of November (continued)
To : The Adjutant Generarl, Wash., DC (thru channels)

The Combat Command operated under Division control and was
supported by Division Artillery. \

Commend Posts:

Combat Commend "B" KUCHELSGRID | BELGIUM

15th Armored Infantry Bn. HOFEN, GERMANY.

81st Tenk Bn. 1 Mi West KUCHELSHEID, BELG.
85th Cav. Ren. Sqdn. Mez. KALTERHERBEERG, GERMANY

Mission of Combat Commend "B" was to defend the iine,
MONSHAU, HOFEN, ALZEN (GERMANY) thence 3000 yards to the South.

15th Armored Infentry Battalion occupied the sector from
MONSHAU to ALZEN. Their positions were normal infantry positions except
on the right flank where houses and pillboxes were used as strongpoints.
A ring of defensive artillery fire was established approximately 150
yards in front of their positions. In addition to normal artillery
observers the 15th established 27 OP's menned by their own men. Every
officer and and most of the NCO's thus had an opportunity to adjust
artillery fire.At times privateda would fire missions. The mortars of
the 8lst Tank Battalion were attached and the resulting battery of six
mortars proved a very flexible and effective combination. Approximately
150 Anti Personnel mines and traps were employed to cover the front =-
some L4600 yards. The organic Anti Tenk guns were used to cover pos:ible
tank approaches and were backed up by a platoon of medium tanks from
the 8lst Tank Battalion.

&5th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (Mechgnized) occupied
the remainder of the Combat Commend front. Thelr sector weas held by
platoon strong points which were linked by telephone. The artillery
set up was very similar to the 15th Armored Infantry Battalion. "E"
troop fixed a great many missions by platoon and by troop and pfoved
to be an excellent weapon. At least one patrol a day was made. The
patrols went as far as was necessary to observe enemy activity around
some pillboxes approximately 3000 yards to their front. On no occasion
did the patrols contact enemy patrols. Patrol leaders requested white
uniforms for patrolling in snow. Two troops at a time were employed
on the line thus allowing the reserve troops to have a long desérved rest,

8lst Tank Battallion was held in reserve throughout the period.
One medium company at a time was employed on indirect fire missions.
A great deal of benefit was derived from this firing and at the end of
the period ell companies were proficient in indirect fire. The assault
guns were used to reinforce the fires of the 95th Armored F.A. Battalion.
The mortars were attached to 15th Armored Infantry Battalion. One
platoon of medium tanks was used to back up the 15th Armored Infantry
Battalion. The light tank company was enployed on road blocks through-
out the area for the primary purpose of checking identification of all
traffic in the sarea.

"B" Company 22nd Armored Engineers was engaged in extensive
road, bridge and ford maintenance throughout the period. A major job
was encauntered in registering existing mine fields, replacing mines
detonated by livestock, and condant checking of the fields.

Three schu mines were removed in sector of 85th. Four mines
had been detonated by a patrol of the g5th.

Cémmunication was entirely by wire,
Liaison with adjacent and supporting units was maintained.

Supply and evacuation were normal.




Ltr. Hq CC"B", 5th AD, 1 December 194k, (continued)
Subj: Action Ageinst Enemy, Report After - Month of November
To : The Adjutant General, Wash. DC, (thru channels)

Approximately ten(1l0) casualties were suffered.

November (10-17) Engaged in maintenance and training
FAYMONVILLE, BELGIUM area.

November (17-30) Prepared plans to counter enemy thrusts in
Corps area and conducted patrol activity in KONKEN, GERMANY sares.
Made plans to move to the North for employment SW DUREN, GERMANY.

: A o
/ / 7 in1 ¢ L0
OHN T. COLE,
‘ Colonel, Cav.,
Commanding.

2 Incl.
1 - Extract S-3 Journal
2 - Supporting Documents
a. FO #1L4
b. FO #15
c. Operational Memo
. Instructions for Movement
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tAuth: Ltr. 5 AD, 19 Oct 44
¢Init: :
:Date: 1 January 1945 :

HEADQUARTERS COMBAT COMMAND "B" 0/) ) 4

5th Armored Division C:{E I

APO No 255 - U. S. Army W T

1 January 1945

N

Subject: Action Against Enemy, Report After - Month of December

To : The Adjutant General, Washington D.C. (thru chammels)

1. CAMPAIGN:
a. Campaign in Western Europe.

2. COMMANDING OFFICERS:
a. Combat Command "B"™, 5th AD - Colonel JOHN T. COLE
b. L4Lth Cavalry Group ‘- Colonel JOHN C, MC DONALD
For Squadron, Battalion, Troop and Company Commanders
see After Ac¢tion Report, 4th Cavalry Group. '

Headquarters Company CC"B" - Captain JOE W. PERRY

8lst Tank Battalion - Lt. Col. LEROY H. ANDERSON
For Company Commanders see After Action Report
€lst Tank Battalion.

15th Armored Infatry Bn. - Lt. Col. GLENN G. DICKENSON
For Company Commanders see After Action Report
15th Armored Infantry Bn.

718t Armored F.A. Bno - Lt. 0010 Io B. WASHm
For Company Commanders see After Action Report
71st Armored F.A. Bn.

lole jo
*

e
.

0

h. Company "B", 22nd Armd. Eng. Bn. - Capt. ROLF B, MICKLESON
T. Company "B", 75th Armd. Med. Bn. - Capt. THOMAS P. HARBESON
J. Company "B", 127th Ord. Maint. Bn. - Capt. RICHARD L.

MC SPADDEN, |
k. Company "B", 628th T.D. Bn. - Captain PAUL L. MC PHERRAN
1. g5th Cav. Ren. Sqdn. Moz. - Major GEORGE C. BENJAMIN
m. D/87 Chemical Battalion -~ Liaison Officer 1st Lt.

: WILLOUGHBY.
| e
3. LOSSES IN ACTION: o g\

20 Eﬁi‘d - lpz Q N,. : 0“
b. Wounded -~ 344 o \

c. Missing - 37
Known Captured - None

No figures available on casualties for Lth Cavalry
Group, 2/330 Infantry, D/87 Chemical Battalion, B/628th
T.D. Bn., and 85th Cav. Ren., Sgdn. Mcz.

e

L. Period December (1-8)incl. included a position in readiness

prépared to operate North kast or South East. The Combat Command was

concentrated West of ROTGEN, with the 15th Armored Infantry Battalion
in reaediness East of ROTGEN.

3 December 9 and 10, Combat Command moved to assembly area
of KLEINHAU, GERMANY. o Ny

MISSION: To attack anl sieze high ground overlooking WINDEN,
GERLIANY after the towns of GEY and STRASS and ridge South West had
been secured by elements €3rd Infantry Division.

. 2/330 Infantry - Lt. Colonel NORRIS
For Company Commsnders ses After Action Report 2/330 Inf
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Ltr. Hq CO"B", 5th AD, 1 Jsnuary 1945, contime d.

Reconnaissance, December 10 disclosed routes to line of
deperture were impassable to anything but tanks and foot troops. Also
that Germans had mined entire area, and that entire area was under
observation and accurate artillery and mortar fire from positions both
East and West of ROER River.

: 11 December positive report was rendered that GEY and STRASS
were in our hands and that ridge South West of GEY - STRASS road had
been cleared giving Combat Command "B", 5th Armored Division line of
departure for attack., 15th Armored Infantry Battalion ordered dis-
mounted to advence to Line of Departure.

The report that Line of Departure was clear was premature.

The 15th Armored Infantry Battalion advanced to line of
deperture on 11 and 12 December teking heavy casualties from artillery
and mortar fire and considerable small arms from infiltrated Germans.
Infiltration due -to allowing infantry to pass down ridge without
ocoupying same. In heavy woods this was comparitively easy.

' On 12 December 2nd Bn. 330 Infantry was attached to Combatl
Command. 13 December completed clearing to line departure.

14 December attaék was ordered and broken up with heavy and
continuous artillery and mortar fire. Due to boggy condition of ground
and extensive mining, all attempts to use tanks wepe frustrated.

15, 16 December see attached operations overlay.

‘15 December, due to heavy casualties in'2nd Bn 330th Infantry
end 15th Armored Infantry Battalion, 85 Ren Sq (less C,D,E,F,) were
attached.

Teanks were gotten forward to line departure with both 15th
Armored Infantry Battalion and 2nd Bn 330th. (Company Hq. and 1
platoon to 2/330 and company less 1 platoon to 15th Armored and

. 85 Ren. Sg.)

Objective 1 and 2 were takem 15 December.
Enemy left objective 2 on approach of tanks. Objective

2 was lightly held and offered little resistance.

.“L
It was decided to attacK objective 3 with 85th Ren. Sq.
and tanks, holding 15th Armored Infentry Battalion in reserve, organ-
izing Southern edge of objective 1 to protect fla nk until taken over
by 4th Cavalry Group. Attack was to be supported by tanks. "Attack
postponed until early morning 16 December as little day light was

~left to organize new position.

16 December attack was launched as planned just before day-
1ight. |

Enemy fled from tanks into WINDEN, with a few being killed
and ceptured on position.

15th Armored& Infantry Battalion siezed BILSTEIN with "C"
Company meeting light resistance and capsuring ell that remained of

garrison.

17, 18, 19 December held positions. Until thoroughly dug in
suffered from heavy artillery and mortar fire and direct weapons from

East side of river.

¢
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Ltr. Hq CC"B", 5th AD, 1 January 1945, continuea.

19th December Lfth Cavalry Group attached and 15th Armored

Infentry Battalion attached to Combat Command "A", 5th Armored Division.

20th December directed to attack and sieze river line to
Corps boundary.

BERGHEIM was placed in Combat Command "A" control.

2/330 was released and directed to attack UNTERMAUBACH.
On 20th and 21st December it was impossible to get tanks im to help
infentry and infantry was unable to get beyond outskirts of town.

Tanks were held up dw to impossible terrain for oross
country movement (cliff surrounding town) and heavy mining of only
approach road. Engineers were unable to open road until night of
21/22 December.,

22nd December 6 tanks were gotten through to infantry and
town was promptly taken.

The work of Troop A, 85th Squadron in blocking approach from
WINDEN made operation possible. Every eattempt of enemy to relieve
towmn fram North was frustrated. This troop had to put itself in a
pocket from which there was no withdrawal until town was taken.

On 22nd December Lth Cavalry Group was relieved by elements
of 8th Divisiom, the Corps boundary being readjusted to include
objectives of Lth Cavalry Group.

Combat Command "B" relieved in place by 330th Infantry
night 22/23 December.

24,th December moved to present area, Army Reserve.
(24-31) December: No change,
NOTES: 1. TERRAIN, /

Ground was impossible‘tank country except for limited action
on plain above river line, , ,

Tanks initially were only vehicles which could be used on
prepared trails for supply and evacuation.

2. MINES.

. The Germans mined cleverly. Every possible place to employ
tanks was well mined. Ground was kept under constant artillery and
mortar fire, to hinder clearing. Box (wooden) type predominated.
Several instances of deep burial were found and consequently tanks
were lost on tralils that had been considerably travelled.

A.P. mines were scattered and a menace but not serious. No
new types encountered.

3. SUPPLY AND EVACUATION.

Until roads were cleared, all supply and evacuatior was by
hand carry and light tanks. The light tank company was invaluable
for this purpose. The Service Companies and administrative personnel
of all units were organized as carryling parties and litter bearers.
They were invsluable,
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Lt,‘r' Hq CC"B") 5th AD,Al January 191&5, continued. N

L. ENEMY ARTILLERY AND MORTARS.

Due to perfect observation and limitless artillery and
mortar positions, the enemy were able to keep a2ll key terrain and move-
ment under constant and damaging fire.

5. GERMAN INFILTRATION.

In woods, the German is sure to retwn unless our troops
occupy and constantly comb them. By simply fighting through woods and
then going on, we simply invite casualties by assuming woods remain
clear. Also in advancing to line departure by 15th Armored Infantry
Battalion I feel certain Infiltrated observers were in prearranged
areas and by machine pistol bursts, (one day one, the next day two)
signaled fa@ mortar fire. On several instances this was more than a
coincidence, all who experienced it feel certain.

6. L.2 MORTARS.

The Compeny attached (D/87) was inveluable and supplemented
by organic mortars, was the only weapon at all capable of interrupting
enemy mortar fire.

7. USE OF TANKS.

Every effort was made to utilize tanks, but as before stated,
mud and steep slopes made their use most limited. German mines were
so placed that there was no maneuver or getting through defiles until
mines were cleared.

In the town of UNTERMAUBACH tanks alone made it possible to
allow the infantry to mop up. By clearing the sunken road of mines,
tanks were moved in behind infantry just at daylight. All houses were
separated in this temmn (UNTERMAUBACH) instead of lining the street as
is usual. The tanks methodically went from house to house, fired AP
and HE into ground floor and basements and literslly blew the defenders
out into hands of the mopping up infantry. '

8., CASUALTIES.

) Nearly all casualtieswere caused by advencing through
artillery and mortar fire. This must be done at rapid pace. Casualties
were heavy in holding the exposed objectives until thoroughly dug in.

9. CROSSING OPEN GROUND.

Whenever humanly possible, do so on tank decks or vehicles.
Otherwise it should be done before daylight.

10. GERMAN INSTALLATIONS.

Direct fire guns (A.T.) were well hidden snd apparantly put
in to stay until overrun.

They have entrenched all positions thoroughly with the
apparant intention of completely encireling entire villages.

11. CONwULICATIONS.

In operating with attached units from Infentry Divisions,
communicastions other than possible phone lines must be improvised.
To provide this, we solved as follows: Attach Combet Command Headquar-
ters tank with 506 radio to attached Infentry Battaliomn.

e, W e ‘”“Q‘S 6 “{7‘7‘:’?)?
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Ltr. Hq CC"B", 5th AD, 1 January 1945, continued.

Communication with 4th Cavalry Group were maintained easily
by placing C.P's next to each other with atelephone link.

1 TCHt)
OHN T. COLE,

Colonel, Cav.,
Commanding.

3 Incl.
1, Extract S-2 Journal
2. Extract S-3 Journsal
3. Supporting Documents
a. FO #16
b. FO #17
c. 0 #18
. FO #19
e. Operation Memo #2
f. Fragmentary Warning Order
g+ Operations Overaly
h. Overlays.

Io
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SECRET
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HEADQUARTERS COMBAT COMMAND “B™
5th Armored Division
APO No 265 « U, So Ammy

1 February 1945

Subjects Action Lgu’inst Enemy, Report After = Month of January

To # The Adjutant General, Washington D.C. (thru channels)

1, CAMPAIGNs
& Csmpaign of Germanye.

2, COMMANDING OFFICERSs

% Gombat Commend VB%, 5th AD - Colonel JOHN T, COLE
b, Headquarters Compsmy CCB - Captain JOB W. PERRY
Ge Slst Tank Battalion « Lt, Cole LEROY H., ANDERSON

For Company Commenders see After Action Report, 8lst Tank Battalion.

de 16th Armored Infantry Bne. - Lte Col.

GLENN G, DICKENSON

For Company Commanders see After Action Report, 15th Amd Inf Bn.
e, Compeny "B®, 22nd Ammd. Eng. Bn = Captein ROLF E, MICHLESON
f. Compamy "B%, 75th Armd. Meds Bn —- Captain THOMAS P, HARBESON

ge Company "B®, 127th Ord. Maint. Bn. - Captain

3. LOSSES IN ACTION:

s Xilled None
B. Wounded 1
ce Missing None

E. Known Captured None

RICHARD L. MC SPADDEN

4. During the entire month of January the Combat Command was under control
of 5th Armored Division in Army Reserve. The period was spent in refitting and
training of reinforcements. Training in married tank-infesntry tactics, close-support
exercises, night exercises and range firing were the principal subjects.

For the Commending Officer.

2 Incl.

1., Extract 8=~3 Journal

2. Supporting Documents
e ™ #1
b. ™ #
‘ce Letter of Instwwctions
d, Memorsndum ~ 4 Jen. 45
e, Overlsy

-f%-/,ﬁ. | l

-1’

HUGH Jo FITZGERALD,
Colonel, Cavalry,
Executive,
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tDates arch 1946

HEADQUARTERS CCMBAT COMMAND “B*
bth Armored Division
APO No 265 « Uy S« Ammy .
1 Mareh 1946
Subjeet: Aotion Against Enemy, Report After o Menth of February
To ¢ The Adjutant Gemerai, Washington DeCe (thru channels)
le CAMPAIGNS
™~ Campaign of Germany -

4e COMMANDING OFFICERS:
% Oombat Command "B, 5th AD o Colonel JOEN T. COLE

Be Headquarters Company CCB « Captain JOE W, PERRY

e 8lst Tenk Battalion = Lte Cole LEROY H, ANDERSON

- For Company Commanders see After Action Repert, 8lst Tank Battalione
de 16th Armored Infantry Bn, = Lt. Coles GLENN G DICKENSON

For Compmy Commsnders see After Aotion Report, ibth Armd Inf Ba
%S¢ 7ist Armored Field Artyo Bne = Lte Cole Is Be WASHBURN
Por Compeny Commanders see After Aotion Report, 7lst AsFede Bue
fo Company “B*, Z2nd Armds Enge Bne « Captain ROLF B MICKLESON
Company “B*, 76th Ammd Mede Bn, « Captein THMAS P, HARBESON
Compeny *B*, 147th Orde Mainte Bne = Ceptain RICHARD Le MC SPADDEN
Company “B*, 628th Tank Destroyer Bne =~ ist Lt, FRANK E. HURT
Je Compexy “B*, 8bth Cave Rone 8qdne Moze = Ceptain LORAN L, VIPOMD S~
ke 8qén “C%, ist Lothian & Border Yeocmanry « Major BRNNETT

igpint

Se LOSSES IN ACTIONs

% Killed - 10
be Wounded - 66
Ce Missing = Hone

/CIQ »

de Known Captured = Noaze

4e Pebruery (i=4) was spent in reconnoitering new assembiy aress near HEERLEN,

HOLLANDs The towns of WELTEN, KUNRADE, VOAGSBERG were picked as the new iococations,
Pebruery (6«24) Commsnd moved to the new assembly area on February Sthe Om

Pebruary 6th Combat Command “B* was attached to 10iund Division for empioyment across
the Roer Rivery After a bridgehead had been establisheds Pians were made to move om
DwDey to MERKSTEIN, GEBMMANY and thence across Roer. When the Roer River dsms were
demaged the move was eancelied and the remainder of the period was spemt in range
firinge On 44 February Combat Command “B* moved tc BARSWEILER, GERMANY.

. February «6 pians were made to move across Roer to HOTTORF and assemble the
Command, TFD aiready acress the river closed at 2130 and remainder of Command at
60200 S
February «6: At 1200 TFA attacked in column of compsnies to seise WOCHERATH,
TEREEEG, MENNEXRATH, snd KAULHAUSEN in order to cut communications North and East of
BEKELENZ. The plen ocalled for isolation of all surrounding towms snd farms, each of
#hich was a probabie Liooation of AT wespons. IThe right fimk of the force was

®)] e

6 -4 1 2




e

Ltre Bq CCB, i March 1940 _.tinued, -

Decessarily going to be exposed as the Corps on our right had not advanced as far north
as we, The TD Company and Rone trocp were assigned the mission of covering this exposed
fienk. The greatest threat was the tomm of HOLZWEILER and our entire operation was
hindered by the.faot that this towm was snother Corps szone and no acocurate infore
mation ocouid be seoured as to the progress of our troops in that sone. As a resuit
one or possibly two high-velooity A¥ guns in HOLZWEILER destroyed three medium tanks
and five halftrackss The terrain greatly hampered the operation. Although flat snd
slightly roliing and giving the apyearsnce of being firm it bogged ali of the halfe
tracks snd memy of the tanks. One eompany attempted to attack towing the haiftracks
behind the tanks, but this proved unsatisfactory and the operation was conciuded with
the infentry riding the decks of the tanks, The objeotives themseives were tsken by
1706 without a great deal of fighting because the heavy tenk fire demoralized the
garrison of the towm, .

At 1830 orders were received to advanc e the next dey at 0700 in the zone
of the 10und Division to seise the towm of MUNCHEN «~ GiADBACH, REEINDAHLEN end be
prepared to ocontinue and seize HARDT, '

The night was spemat in organizing for the sttack snd resuppiying TFA whioh
had expended iarge quantities of ssmunition in isolating flanking strongpoints,

27 Pedbruary. The attack was iaunched at 0700 hours as plianneds By 0930,
deapite heavy resistance as indicated by the fact that iz AT guns, 4 SPAT guns,

3 106 Howkisers snd 3 160 Howitgzers had been destroyed or captured, both task foroes
were only about 1 mile south of the objective, Here a long deisy was ceused by the
diffiocuity of reorgsnising end resupplying. Again all of the halftracks and meny of
the tanks were bogged down and extricating them was a time - consuming taske The
supply of smunition was fery low in TFA and the supply vehicles were delsyed in getting
forward by the heavy traffic of two divisions on one roade At 136¢ TFD has secured
its portion of the objective and was ordered to ocnsoiidate snd await further orderss
During the pericd of deisy oontinuous artillery fire was pisced on the SB portion of
REEINDAHLEN from which heavy AT or tank fire was being received, TFA was prepared to
attack its portion of the objeciive.at 1630 but the attaok was oslied off as the
406th Infantry Regt. received orders to pass through Combat Command "B*. By mutuat
agremment with the regimental commander the tanks of IFA attacked the town at 15b6
elosely foliowed by his infentrye The tank fire was so intense that it was not
necessary for the infantry to fire a shot as it eutered the towm.

Combat Commend “B* then regrouped and estabiished unit defense areas for
the night.

28 Fedbruary. Oombat Command “B* was given the mission of protecting the
right fiank of the Corps and acocmplished this with a cavairy soreen.

: j‘--1 «_NOTESs
& The proper coordination of artiiiery, air, tsnks and infentry is irresistabie,

Necessary items ares

(1) Artiliery preparation (ER and smoke if favorabie) should be exacte.

(s) Pianes move in on top of artiliery, preferabiy oovered by smoke if wind
is right,

. (3) Tanks iead infantry and srrive sbout 20U-300 yards from obgective as

plenes go in, ‘

(¢) Infantry and designated tank units move into town at once. General.y
there wiii be no further resistance. ’
~ (8) Study tverrain carefuliy so that tenk attack is not halted by unexpected
'l ditohes eteoe o
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HEADQUARTERS COMBAT COMMAND “B®™
65th Armored Division
APO No 255 - Ue Se Army

1 April 1946
Subjects Aoction Agsinst Enemy, Report After ~ Month of March
To ¢t The Adjutent General, Washington DsCe (thru channels)

CAMPAIGN
1. Cempaign of Germany

I

"b. LOSSES IN ACTION:

ersonnel.
. Killed =~ None : W
Wounded - 3 ' o
Missing -~ None

Known Ceptured - None

‘ T
(2) Vobioular. | | /[) 6*

None

/

0. COMMANDERSS

= T, Combat Commend "B, 5th AD ~ Colonel JOHN T. COLE
2+ Headquarters Company CCB =~ Captain JOE W PERRY —
3. 81st Tank Battalion - Lt. Col, LEROY H, ANDERSON =
4.  For Company Commenders see After Action Report, 8lst Tank Battalion. O~
4, 16th Armored Infantry Bn. - Lt. Cols GLENN G, DICKENSON

For Company Commanders see After Action Report, 15th Armd Inf Bn.
5, 71lat Armored Field Arty, Bn. s 1Lt, Col. I. Be WASHBURN

For Battery Commanders see After Aotion Report, 71st A.F.A. Bn.
6. Compeny "B", 22nd Armde BEnge Bn. = Captain ROLF B MICKLESON
7. Company “B", 75th Armde Meds Bn. - Captain THOMAS P. HARBESON
8+ Company "B", 127th Ord. Maint. Bn. - Ceptain RICHARD L. MC SPADDEN
9. Company “B", 628th Tenk Destroyer Bn. = 1st Lt, FRANK E. HURT.
10. Company "B®, 85th Cave Rcn. Sqdu. Mcz. - Captain LORAN L. VIPOND

de ATTACHMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS:
Y. Normal Gombet Gommand composition direotly under Division. |

e. MOVEMENTS, BOUNDARIBS, AND COMKAND POSTS:
1. As indicated in journal and supporting doouments.

f. AMMUNITION EXPENDITURES AND LOSSES:
I. ﬁone

g Period of 1-2 March was occupied in est blishfng road-blocks
MUNC HEN-GLADBACH and cleaning out enemy pookets up to the outskirts of MUNC HEN- GLADBAC
This was done by employment of the normal task forces and by the formation -f a
temporary task force composed of the light tank company, rcn troop and a platdon of

,"1". ;5]4 \
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Ltr. Hqe CCB, 1 April 1945 continued

TD*se There was no opposition and apart from some traffic problems there was no
diffioulty, : :
Period 3«30 March was spent in occupying the territory in the viocinity of
OBDT, GERMANY, Militery government was established in OEDT, MULHAUSEN, VORST,
ST, HUBERT and several other smaller towns, No diffioulty was experienced through
lack of ocooperation on the part of the German populace. On the ocontrary, the
populace was, as & general rule, anxious to aid us in order that their "life as usual"
oould be resmumed. Searches were conducted for deserters from the Wehrmacht, Nazi
party officials and fer all types of military equipment. Check points were established
throughout the area to prevent unauthorized movement. The 8lst Tank Battalion
oconducted indirect tank firing across the Rhine River, generally with unobserved
results. :

31 Maroh the Conmand moved across the Rhine River at WESEL and assembled

‘South West of MUNSTER.
’
éorm Te COLE,

Colonel, Cav.,

. he COMMENTS8s - None

Commanding,
3 Inocl,
1, Bxtract 8-2 Journsl
2. Bxtract 83 Journal
3. Supporting Documents. A -
4. s. Letter of Instruotions, 1 March ) 2') Fo

oe Ltr, 6 March

d. Ltr, 6 March

es Ltr, 8 March

f. Letter of Instruotions, 30 March
ge Letter, Change, 30 March

he Movement Order, 30 March

i. Overlays.

1,
'3

be Memo, 3 Msrch f(“l/é
ﬂ’ v o
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Subjects

To

SOv,
e el

8. o Ltr, 5 AD, 15 Cci. 44
sInits /%
tDates 1 Fay 1940
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HEADQUARTBRS COMIAT COMMAMND "B®
5th Armcred Diviaica
APO NO. 255 = Ue S. Am}'

D
W
(9]

. 1 May 1
Actlon Against Exemy, Report After « Xomth of April

The Adjutant Gemersl, ¥ashiagtom 2.2, (thru chsnuels)

- CAMPAIGN

smpaiga bf Germamy .

LOSSBS IN ACTIONs
(1) Personnrel,

Killed « 15
Wounded - 41
Missing - 1

Exowa Captured - lone

(2) Vehicular,
5 - Trucks, 3 tom 4 x ¢
2 « Half tracks

6 = Ismks
1~ Truck, 2} ton 5 x €
2 - Armored cars -,
3 = Irailers, 1 tom cargo e
3 - Ammumitiom trsilers, X10 . “’\
. -,
CCOLi ANDERS
« Combat Commamd "B", 5th 4D - %olomel JCHN T. CCLE
2, Headquarters Compamy CCB - Captain JCB . PERRY
3+ S8let Tamk Fattalior - Lt. Col. LERCY X, ANDBR3CL
For Company Commamcers see After Actions ! eport, 8let Tank Eattaliom
4, 15th Armored Imfemtry Fu. - .‘t. Col. GLENN G. DICKENSOL (1-17 Apr)

I“ajor ELERSON F. HCLILEY (13-30 Apr)-’
For Compuy Commanders see After Astiox keport, 15+h Armd Iaf D,
. 7lst Armored Field arty. Ba. - Lt, Col. I, Bs WASHBULRN
for Eattery Commaaders see After Actiom Report, 71lst A.Feds In,
6e Compar; "E", 22a¢ Armds Eng. 5m, = Captaim ROLF 3. LICKLESORN
7. Compemy "B®, 75th Ammnd. 'ed. Bre = Capteim THCMAS P. EARBESCK
8. Compawy "B", 127th Crd, llaiut. Em. = Captaia RICHAKD L, b.C SFaDDul (1e7 Anr)
Captaim GCPERT N, HERHICES (8=30 Arr)
9. Comspsy "C%, 628th Tamk Destroyer Bm. - lst Lt. F':;U-.K Eeo ILRT,

L4

10, Compsmy "B", £5th Cav., xca, 33de. ¥cz. - Capitair LOZLL T VIECLD,

ATTACIMENTS AND ASSIGIAERNTS
1o Normal Combat Commaad corpositiom directly umder Jivieioe.

MOVEX ZNTS, BCULDaLIES, .ikil CCLilALD POSTS
1, As imdicsted in jourrsl amd supportixz documerts.

AMLUNITION SXFENUZIURES AND LOSSE3s

LOSSES £ SN DED
Shell 105-Lilk Fow I E w/fuze M<E - ¥
Shell 106-. Yow £E w/fvze 15¢ | ] ASSIFICATION CHANGED TO: o7
Shell lC‘E-L;u Zow Srllie W.k. 31
Shell 105-u} How FoEo ke T I‘ "“"",'“' B A RN Wi
Shell 734 Gue EE 1,/C w/fuze Lag R 1e e

Shell 76l Gum 4PC v/fuze M€EAY | RBY AU’fLU wii OF waE AD ur fqmmm
Shell TENY Jun Fo VvoP. I ANT

Shell 76MM Zum MK24 LCD,1, ILL, v/mry WRWNG coumm i€
Shell 76MA Gux Smoke I 3 S L S
Shell 7Ly Gum, Heds £7
Shell 76b1i Gux, Al.F.C, 1¢
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.Shell 76MM Gun HE 8/C w/fuze Mes8 2007
8hell 76MM Gun APC M61 w/furze M66A) 916
Shell 76MM Gun Seicke W.P. w/fuze M57 440
Shell 76MM Gua Camnister 180
8hell 7E6MM Gun Smoke HO . 80
Shell 76MM Gun, H.B. ' -3
Shell 76MM Gum, 4.P.C, 2
Shell 37MM Gum HB 28
Shell 81MM Mortar H.B. (Ldght) 173
Shell 81MK Mortar, W.P, 7
Musge Cpt 105 _ 36
Mortar 2" Smoke bomd 172
Roaket HE A.T. 2.36" 10
Rocket Smoke W,P, 2,36" 4
Rocket, Antietank, A.P. : 28 )
Rooket, Amti-temk, W.P, : 11 0
Gremade Hand Frag 26 868
Gremade Hamd Offensive 156 80
Grenade Hamd Smoke M-8 12 8 :
Grenade Hand Smoke M~14 262 {
Grexade Hand Smoke X-15 183
Gremade Hand Smoke M=16 & M-18 : 8 ;
Greaade Hamd imcead, 10 2 !
Gremade, Rifle, HoeEcA.T. 18 0]
Gremade, Rifle, WP k19 10 o]
Flare, trip, M-49 8 0
Sigmal, Groumd W.S, Pars. M17Al 3
Sigral, Groumd WeS. Clus. M18A1 2
Sigmal, Groumd, 5,8, Para. M19Al 3
Sigmal, Groumd, G.S, Clus. M20Al 3 {
Sigmal, Croumd, A.S. Para. M214l 4 '
Sigmal, Groumd, AeSe Clus, M2241 24
Cartridge, Cal, 50 MG 1300 26,480
Cartridge, Cal., 45 Ball 900 4,300
Cartridge, Cal. 30 MG (4 to 1) 12,000 366,760
Cartridge, Cal, 30 Rifle 8/clip 8,000 14,890
Cartridge, Cal., 30 Carbime M1 ' 2,000 €,300

g+ 1-3 April was a period im which the Gumbat Gommand was employed im a mormal
role for armor = explcitatiom of a situstiom im which the oneny is disorganized. The
mission was to get Bast as rapidly as possible. To accomplish this mission, units
were imstruoted that oppositiom of a serious »ature was to be bypassed smd light
opposition was to be sttacked rapidly amd boldlye Im Framce we had learmed that
back roads are better tham maim rosads im this type of operation becauss the defemdses
tend to comcenirate om main roads. The difficulty experiemced im usirg these least
lines of resistamce was caused by the boggy conditiom of the terraim. Frequently a
vreoker had to be statiomed mear bad spots im the road to tow wheéled vehicles through.
Movement was from dawa to dusk., This was decided because maxy bitter experiemces had
showa us that groumd gaimed at might does mot balaxoe the casualties, comfusiom amd
general decrease iz efficiemcy caused by a might operation over unfamiliar terraia
ard against an ememy whoase dispositions are usmkmows. Om the might of April 2, however,
it was decided to keep ow after dark because it was essential to have the pass at
BORGHOLZHSN a»d as we were them im coatact with ax enemy force we kmew its spproximate
disposition amd stremgth. The snemy force (approx. 200 mea of SS Pz Div. Viking) in
this pass vas particularly stubborm. Although only armed with small arms and Fsmzerfaust
they made a determimed but suicidal charge against the lead tamks. Other oypositioa i
ercousntered durisg this period coasisted of scattered tanks, SF gumns, snd defesilec
read blockss Thess vers imvariably dealt with by no more than the lead rlatocn aal
frequertly by the platoom leader in the loac tamk ulome,

From 4 to 9 April a period of relative imsctivity set im. Comtact with the
Eritish was gaimed duriag afterrzoom of 4 April. Artillery amd air support were loawed
to 336 XCT for their river crossimg South of LIXDEN. The fundsmertals of militery
coversmesat were set up im our sres West of Weser River imcluding MIKDEN and preparations
were made for the operatiom batwesw Weser axd Elbe, .
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1C-13 ipril the Comtat Cormazd xas ik divisiom reserves with narried § conuviss
sttached for operaticms to Div. Hge with the missics cf claesrirg the 130 vhead of Live ujs
On might of 12 April married C reverted to Combat Comusxc comtrel ssd Cormtet Jorranc
was givea missics of clearieg NSk to Blbe. lissick was ¢cocrplished rereiv; of 10 april
ia abcut 4 hours for am averaze rete cf sdvarce of 7 LPH. Cw i it cf b 4 ril Ve
Combat Command was spread over s distesce slightly srester ‘ham 1il rilec as ve wore
gusrding the bridge over the ieser Kiver at “LLELlL swd various trid es and Ixutelafic: .
eloag the rovte of the divisiox,.

1¢ amd 15 April were spert i out postixg Zlte aiver iz -cas conring the
area for scattered enemy strsgzlers, ar¢ settig up nilitary rover ierte Joue
difficulty wes eacourterec ir civiliea lcotin: ol stores cf scep, te7ding, cosnetics,
and liquors but this was stopred without the eeces.ity cof rescriing to force.

16-20 April = The Combat Corrsad was ordered to reassen=le im the vicimityr of
CHEINITZ. #hile oa the move to the assembly ares word wes roceived +hat the i3k had
been cut im the vicixity of EIKA - VCITZE wzd ths Jombat Ccmmamd was crcered tc ceerch
for amd destroy the ememy force. The searcl provec sogative crad Llocks were estatlirhec
to prevent movemewt NE from ICRST KIESERECK. Om 17 April a chamge wes ruce anc
blocks were established sloay the gexeral liwe JITII.GEL - ZaSiiZilF = olILlikS vo
prevest movemert from the North., J3iace that rede the frout sore 20km long we were
only able to block et uajor croserosds smd istersectioms. ODuriag aftersoom 18 arril
rcn elements of Pp Div Vea Clanrewitz vere comtacted i woods East of JUDAK, surrcuaded
by terks, TD's smd ixfa-iry, amd virtually destroyed vy srtillsry end fiphter bomters.
Durimg wight of 18 April the main bedy of Pz Div Vor Clausewitz drove ia & roac clock
that had been established at LINDHCF lLut the sdvamce was storred -y placiag very
heavy artillery fire om LINDHOF ar< »11 *he surrouacisg wocds samd rcadss The 12th
aad 20th were repititioms of the micht of ths 18ths Artillery aud fighter Lombers
pounded the eremy comcsatratiors comtimuadly, ceautifully coordimated ty s Torsefly.

A mall wumbar of eaemy vehicles were destroyed oy our roac blocks as thsy atteu-ted
to get away from the terrific beatimg awd some enemy vehi~les amaged tc slip “etwess
the rosd blocks because we were spresd so til ly acrcss the lemz fromwt. oy the right
of the 20th there was rothing left of the ememy force to our froat sxcept for mamy
wounded soldiers amd .umerous abamdomed vehicles,

Renainder of momth was speat im occupying am area of gome I0C gjrere riles,
collecsting or destroyi=g exery material, and ratheriamg up stragslers. Lsisteascce of
equipment although hasdicepped by “he large area that it was recesisary to patrol was
stressed iasofar as possitle.

E- COMMENTS s
Section I -~ Personnel
lome

Sectiomn II - Intellizemce
3150 PWs, 800 killed, B8UO lomg term woumced, 7¢ miscellasmecus assault
guns, 110 miscellameous vehicles, 10 tamks, 21 locomctives, 1 traim load smrumition,
11 barges loaded with troops, 2 flsk radar statiors.

Sectiomn III -~ Operations:
1. It is felt that a better metrod of locatiom of hostile mortars is
essential, While comtact with Germsm mortars was slight durimg April, the probabtle
enployment against the Jspanese makesthis a matter of prire inpor+sace,

2. Effective coordimation of sir, artillery, asxd grousd forces was very
materially sided by the Horsefly that was attached to the Uombat Commaxd duriag the
operation azainst Pz Div Vor Clausewitz.

3., It was foumd that im heavily wooded areas although ertillery fire actually
causes more ememy losss thaa fighter bombers, the effect that fighter bombers have
in causing comfusion smd imdiscrimimate movemernt om the part of tre eneny is well
worth the ectra effort to get them om the tarzet. Im wocds as im the opex, one
corplements the others
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Section IV =~ Supply

The initial performemce of the M~26 tamks received durimg April has
prcven them highly satisfactory axd a geat improvemesat over the M-4.

3ection V -~ Civilian,

Noxmes

4 Incls,
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Extract S~2 Jourmal
Bxtract 8-3 Journal
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Supportimg documents.

s. Letter, 7 April

be Letter of Imstructions
ce Memo, 26 April

de Overlsys

L W)

Ty 4
JPEN T. COLB,
Colonel, Cav,,
Commaxding,




