ALRF 394 U

AFTan ACTIONW  REPCRT -
35TH CAV KCN ST MaCZ

5TH Fﬁﬁi&‘fﬁﬂl DIVIEIChA
Ty

THIS DCCIMENT IS THZ FROFZRTY CF,ArD ZHCULD BE FETUENED TC,
THZ CLASSTIFIED DOCUMENT SECTION, IWTELILICENCE CDIVISION, S-2,

AUILDING T-5,(Tel732).




AAR# 394

AFT=ZR  ACTION REPCTT
85 CAV RCN 387 MECZ

5TH ARMORED DIVISICN

AUGUST THRU DECEMBER 1944

FEBRUARY THRU APRIL 1945

THIS DOCUMERT IS THE PrUPERTY OF AND SHOULD BE RETURNED TO,
"THE CLASSIFIED DCCUMENT SECTICN, INTELLIGENCE DIVISION S-2

BUILDING T-5,(T-1782)



SUBJECT s

l.

furrished for your information and file.
the views of the theater co.mander, %

2

AY

YN
DISSEINARION BIVISION

wﬁgh;
G-2 Section e

. . o

HEADGQUARTERS ARMY GHOUND FORCES
AR CCOLLERE

AR‘MY Aalt
Nashington 25, D. C.

Report, Army Ground Forces Board =~ MIO

Mumber

A=366

The attached repnrt, reproduced as received in this neadquarters, 1is
It does not represent necessarily
his headquarters or the War Department.

Distribution has been mede as indicated beluw:

o
]

=
-

: AGF :Dis Div: CG : C/S : G=1 3 G-2 3 G=3 : : Rqts : Plans : :
:Gen Stf s s : : : s : s : :
: ! 1 . : ' N 1, 1 : 1 s 1 s '
+  AGE : Stat :Chem:Engr : Med ¢ Ord ¢ QM ¢+ Sig ¢+ AG  : OTIs kEist : AAA 1O :
s SF AL : : H : : : : : : : :
. . L] . . [ - - . . - 1 L) -
: : OFD :G=1 ¢ ¥ID & G=% ¢ G-} ¢« AAF ¢ ASF : UDD : :
: We Do H : : : t : : : : :
: H 5 . B s 1 : : . 10 ' : ' '
: : PAC :I-B : ZTO :MIDPLiC: MTC : China :Se Pac BC: slaska :Caribbean
tTheaters: ' : : : : H H H :
:, : L .3, 23, 3 , : 5 5 : > : > :
: Comds + AL efrmd ¢ TCD ¢ 5/ ¢238C + =Dl ¢ RDH2 ¢ EDSA + RDeL s
: s s . . . . . . . . . s
:+ Cernters: : 2«5; 2 : . : s : e
: t A2 #Lrmd 4 TD + CA : FA Inf ¢« Cav : Preht EEMARYZS :
« Schoolse : o} : s : : : : '
: ] : k& 1 i 1. : 1, 1 : 6 : s :
: Service: hn tnlf@ ¢ TD +  CL (fL :2/B :Inf:Cavilekh LV : B
+ Tourds: : : : : : : ! : : : :
H : s 1 1, : : : : 2: : : :
: sCAGSS+ANSCCL « USKC 1CONT 00 +LOJAbn ¢ ATCEE o :
N C : : :
H Iiiso 128 Arnyvilith Army: : : : :

REPORT DISTRIBY

sy

TED:
28 July 1945

(2 6113)

3 ,
" NXR¢,
Ly aullior Lw okm,... OO Hivamaes D.Y ,«MF“ .

Fd e aey l%«hw«k‘l
. +“ |
\‘lit‘

.....
S

- \;:l-\:;,;', |

o L“”“‘-’M.}



http:S('rv:.ce

«

ARMY GROUND FORCES BOARD
MTOUSA™

OPERATICNS OF THE 85TH CAVALRY RZCONNAISSANCE TROCP,
MECHANIZED, IN THE ITALIAN THEATER

(Repofted by Col. T. Q. Donaldson, Jr., Cav.)

( OBSERVER'S NOTH:"

1. The following report on Operations in the Italian Theater of the
85th Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop, Mechanized, of the 85th Infantry Divi-
sion, II Corps, was prepared by Captaln R. B. Thompson, Cavﬁlry, -the
Troop Commander. : :

2. From the attached report 1t may readily be seen that this Treop
has been employed in accordance with the principles and teachings of the
Lavalry School.: »

3. The Army Ground Forces Board Observer, Colonel T, Q. Donaldson,
Jr., Cavalry, upon visiting this unit was particularly impressed by the
fact that the Division Commander personally. directs the employment of
this Troop, and insists that it be ready, on call, to perfrom its- prlmary
mission.)

"ZIGHTY FIFTH CAVALRY RECONNAISSANCE TRCOP, MECZ.

APO 85, U. S. Army.
5 March 1945.

REPCRT OF CPERATICNS

On May 11, 1944 the 85th Reconnaissance Troor was employed on the
left flank of the 85th Division, with the mission of providing security
for the Division along the Tyrrhenian seacoast, from the mouth of the
Garigliano River to a point 4.2 miles south' of the. river.. The mission
was carried out by organizing nine strong points along the seacoast, each
being manned by four men, equipped with light machine guns, grenades and
signal flares, "Each post was equipped with a phone. . In addition foot pa-
trols covered the entire-sector during the hours of darkness, Three pla-
toons were used in this operation, three strong points being assigned to
each platoon. Headquarters platoon was organized as.a reserve,

" During the period 11 April 1944 and 19 May. 1944, approximately 400
rounds of 83 MM, 150 M\ and 170 MM artillery fell in the troop sector.
This shelling was sufficient to impress upon the men the necessity for
"digging in"; &s they were taught to do in training. No casualties were
suffered during this period. Alertness was constantly stressed, as
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refugees. from the heavily shelled towns of Formia and Gaeta were landing

in small boats daily. It was known that German agents often disguised them-
selves as refugees. A total of 83 people were apprehended during this per-
iod. All were turned over to CIC, 85th Division.

On May '12th, the day following the attack by the 5th and 8th Armies,
the Commanding General, £5th Division, called for a plan to employ the
armored cars of the troop to provide communication between Division and
Regimental CP's. Five vehicles were used for this purpose. The SCR 193
radio gave excellent results, however it was evident as a result of this
mission, that more emphasis on radio security, especially in voice trans-
mission must be stressed. It was also learned that strict adherence to
radio procedure as nrescribed in current training publications, improved
speed and clarity of radio traffic,

On ¥ay 1l6th a warning order was received, the Troop was made ready
to move on 2 hours notice, the next day the 1lst Platoon was attached to
a task force, consisting of the 2nd Battalion 337th Infantry Regiment, a
battery of armored field artillery and a company of tanks. This force
assembled near Scauri, Italy, with the mission of pursuing the enemy to the
north along route #7. On May 18th the task forcs moved out on the mission.
Later the same day the troop minus the lst Platoon was ordered to move to
Formia, Italys This move was accomplished by 2200, and orders were re-
ceived to "mop up", the town of Gaeta on the following day. At 2245, a
message from the lst Platoon (attached task force) reported enemy contact
north of Itri, Italy, contact was soon broken by the enemy, and the unit
continued their advance on highway #7, reaching the town of Fondi, by the
sarly morning of May 19th.

On 20 May 1944 the foliowing missions were assigned (1) to enter and
"mop up", Gaeta, Italy, a peninsular town which was by-passed by our main
forces, (2) to reconnoiter the coastal town and roads leading to Sperlonga,
Italy. The 3rd Platoon entered Gaeta at 0800, found no enemy in the town
but several mine fields and many booby traps. A section of Headquarters
Platoon was assigned to report the locations of these demolitions to the
310th Engineers and the 3rd Flatoon was moved to the town of Sperlonga.
The 2nd Platoon was given the mission of reconnoitering the road net be-
tween Gaeta and Sperlonga, south of highway #7. At 0230 a radio message
was received from the 1lst Platoon (task force) stating that a fire fight
was in progress near a bridge, seven miles north of Fondi, Italy on high-
way #7. Leaving the executive officer in charge of the Troop, a visit to
the 1lst Platoon disclosed that the platoon leadasr had been seriously wounded
and 4 enlisted men slightly wounded. The contested bridge which was wired
for demolitions by the enemy, had been saved, and our tanks and armored
cars were crossing it. The details of the fire fight were interesting be-
cause it brought out a point so often stressed in training. That of cov-
ering fire from the armored vehicles, for the jeeps working in front. In
this instance the point jeep moved through a mine field, cleared only wide
enough for this type of vehicle. The armored car crews ware compelled to
halt, dismount, and widen the passage way. Failing to halt long enough for
their support, the point moved forward and seized the bridge, This group
came under mortar and machine gun fife, and they were "pinned down" in the
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ditches on each side of the road for about 30 minutes. The first armored
vehicle to cross the mine field opened fire on the enemy with 37 MM Hi and
machine guns, causing the enemy to withdraw, and wounding several. This
vehicle used its radio to call for artillery fire which also caused casual-.
ties. Had.this fire support been in proper position, casualties might have
been avoided, The platoon leader was awarded the Silver Star for moving for-
ward under fire to remove demolitions from the bridge.

SECRET

On the 21st of May the 2nd and 3rd Platoons having completed their
assigned missions, were moved to Fondi, Italy. On 22nd May the lst Platoon
was relieved from the task force and reverted to troop control.. At 1300,
22nd May the Troop was assigned the mission of relieving "B" Company 338th
Infantry, who were in position at (402065). 'This position faced the railway
tunnel leading through the mountains north of Terracina, Italy, to the Pon-
tine Marshes. The tunnel was an escape route for enemy groups cut off in
the hills by the rapid advance of our infantry through the mountains. The
mission of the Troop was to deny use of this tunnel to the enemy. On 23rd
of May, a group of enemy was sighted and brought under fire, four enemy sol-
diers were captured and the remainder dispersed. On 24th of May, combat pa-
trols were sent out to contact enemy; one wounded enemy soldier was found
and evacuated,

On 25th of May the Troop was relieved of its mission, and ordered to
move to the vicinity of Priverno, Italy, 0ne platoon was detached to escort
the Division Headquarters to its new locatlon, on completion of the move to
return to troop control. The move was carried out on 26th of May 194L. The
movement of vehicles at this time was exceddingly difficult as all traffic
was funneled through Terracina, THe rapid advance of our division was far
ahead of engineer repair units which made the use of by-passes necessary.
The enornous amount of traffic on highway #7 also complicated repairing of
roads.

At 0100, 27th of ‘ay, in complete black-out the Tppgp reached its
bivouac area near Priverno, Italy. During the afternoon, the mission of con-
tacting the right Battalion of the 33%9th Infantry was received from the Com~
manding General, 85th Division. This contact was to be made on the 28th of
May. At 0130 artlllery of medium calibre began {o fall in the troop area,

By 0300 approximately 150 rounds had been received, killing two men and
wounding four others. The vehicles received no direct hits but tires, radia-
tors, and gas tanks of fifteen general service vehicles were in need of re-
pair. The morning of May 28th the lst Platoon moved out to contact the 339th
Infantry Regiment; the remainder of theTroop rested and repaired damage of
the preceding night.

On 29th of May 1944, Troop moved to Subaudia, Italy for re~squipment
and maintenance of vehicles.

The 30th of Hay 1944, the 85th Division moved back into the line north.
of Cori, Italy. The Troop was given the mission of protecting the exposed.
Division right. flank by occupying. two prominent peaks west of the town of
Rocea lasslna, Mt. Pratiglio and Mt. Rinsauto. The terraln was typical of
the mountains of Italy, inaccessable to all but dismounted troops and mule
trains. The lst and 2nd Platoons were assigned the mission of scaling these
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peaks and establishing observation posts on the summits, This move from
Subaudia and the establishment of these outposts was accomplished by early
morning of 31st of May 1944, Troop command post was located near the town
of Rocca Massina, Italy. June lst was spent in patrolling the area of Mt.
Pratiglio and Mt. Rinsauto., At 1300 the Commanding General, 85th Division,
sent a radio message for the Troop Commander to report immediately. At
this time it was advised that the Troop be ready to move rapidly up Via
Casilina in case a breakthrough of present enemy defenses was effected., A
thorough terrain study was made and the following plan adopted. (1) Troop
to be assembled in vieinity of Division command post (008515), all vehicles
to be fueled, weapons checked and men thoroughly oriented on the situation.,
(2) Troop Commander and one platoon leader to contact C. 0., of C. T. 9,
to coordinate movement through this unit. ‘

The Troop was assembled near the Division command post on the night of
June 1st, June 3rd,the order to move was received. The 2nd and 3rd Platoons
were ordered to move up Via Casilina, while Headauarters Platoon and the lst
Platoon moved up a secondary lateral route.

At 1600 the 3rd Platoon moving up Via Casilina reported enemy contact.
Four friendly tank destroyers were surrounded by dismounted enemy at road

‘junction (952543). The platoon leader of 3rd Platoon obssrved one of the de~

stroyers catch fire and explode from an enemy grenade. Shortly afterward

the point sguad operating dismounted reported the location of 12 to 15 enemy
soldiers 600 yards northeast of cross roads. The platoon leader decided to
dismount the scout section, use the plentiful concealment for these men to
advance ahead of the-armored cars. This plan succseded. The dismounted men
advanced to within 200 yards of the enemy group who were pinned down by fire
from the armored vehicles. In a quick attack the entire group was taken
prisoner with no casualties on either side. The platoon leader paused only
long enough to write a message concerning this action and to bring his jeeps
forward for replenishment of ammunition. The advance was then continued. Af-
ter advancing somz 1400 or 1500 yards the point dr:w enemy rifle and machine
gun fire from a ridge directly to their front. The platoon leader moved for-
ward to locate the direction of this fire, but due to almost perfect camou-
flage could not locate the enemy positions. The scout section was then de-
ployed to advance by rushing until halted by enemy fire. By this method they
were able to advance within 200 yards of the ridge from which the fire was
coming, puring this period the armored vehicles were in a covered position,
with machine guns dismounted covering the advance of the scout sections. The
scout sergeant on locating the enemy machine gun, fired tracer bullets into
their positions, thus making targets for the armored car crewa. The armored
sections fired 30 rounds of HSE into the German positions and raked the hill
with machine gun fire. Shortly afterward a white flag a.peared and 18 Ger-
man soldiers surrendered. The scout sections then moved quickly to the top
of the ridge, where a grour of enemy was observed retreating to the north.
They were brought under small arms fire and a messenger sent back to the arm-
ored cars. Unon receipt of this message two armored cars moved forward and
opened fire on the enemy causing casualties and capturing 22 more prisoners.

By this time the platoon leader of the Znd Platoon had joined the 3rd
Platoon leader and was familiar with the situation. The 2ad Platoon took
charge of the prisoners and gave protection to the 3rd Platoon while prisoners
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and casualties were evacuated. While reorganizing the platoon and preparing
to resume the advance, sniper fire and several bursts of machine pistol fire
were received from a woods about 600 yards to the east of Via Casilina. In-
stead of employing a dismounted unit to enter the woods, artillery fire was
requested through the attached artillery officer. Fire was directed on the
woods and ridge for approximately ten minutes;.when the fire was lifted six
enemy soldiers surrendered. A patrol.was then sent into the woods and report-
ed 19 enemy dead. The advance was then resumed toward the town of Monte
Compatri. Patrols sent forward to enter the town drew sniper fire, and were
forced to withdraw. A second attempt made from the flank was successful,

6 enemy were captured and 4 were killed. After moving through Wonte Com-
patri, enemy resistence was negligible but blown bridges and mines delayed
the advance considerably. Mine warfare which had been stressed during train-
ing-in Africa was of utmost value here. Twenty-eight Teller mines were re-
moved from a possible by-pass of a bridge linking Via Casilina and highway

. #6 by the 2nd Platoon,

‘ On June'hth at 0800 the 2nd and 3rd Platoons moved up highway #6. At
1300 hours they were in the outskirts of Rome, At this point enemy self-
propelled and anti~tank gun$ engaged the 2nd Platoon and delayed their ad-
vance. Friendly tanks and tank destroyers arrived to engage the enemy. At
1100 hours orders were received by radio to attach the 1lst Platoon to a pur-
sult force from the 338th Infantry Regiment and to establish a counter récon-
aissance screen along the southern outskirts of Romegy this screen’'to protect
our infantry units who were engaged in a wheeling movement to the south to
cut off retreating enemy in that sector. The screen was established at 1300
and remained in position that afternoon and during the night. On the morning
of:June 5th the 1st Platoon moved into Rome and secured a bridge over the
Tiber River for the crossing of the 2nd Battalion of the 338th Infantry Regi-
ment. -Also on June the 5th, the 2nd Platoon was attached to the 339th Infan-
try Regiment to execute reconnaissance for that upit northward. The 2nd Fla-
toon moved out on this mission at 1500 hours. The 3rd Platoon was sent to
Division Headquarters-to escort and guard movement of Division Headquarters.

Oh June 6th the Troop command post moved to v1c1nity of Arsiccio, Ttaly,
two miles north of Rome on highway #2. The day was spent in visiting attached
platoons, and improving communications. At this time the advance of forward
units was very rapid and the use of platoon radios {SCR 193) were being.used
extensively for communication between regiments and Division. Some difficul-
ties were e xperienced due to use of codes within units. The Commanding Gen-
eral prescribeéd a code:for use by all units which helped considerably. Dur-
ing the night of Juns 6th the Troop command post drew sniper fire. The firc
was returned by Headquarters Platoon armored vehicles but no prisoners were
captured. The 7th and 8th of June were comparatively quiet. The 2nd Platoon
moved without opposition to the shores of lake Bracchiano, where it was or-
dered into bivouac by Commanding Officer of 339th Infantry Regiment. At,

1000 the lst Platoon repsérted enemy contact two miles south of lonterosi.
The platoon reported 25 rounds of 120 M mortar fire. The platoon leader re-
quested artillery fire on thée enémv positions. The first three rounds fell
on the first platoon positions but the fire was quickly adjusted and caused .
the enemy to withdraw. 'The lst Platoon entered lonterosi at 1700 hours.

On Juné 9th the Troop command post and maintenance section moved to an
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area two miles north of ‘onterosi, Italy. From this point all three platoons
were re-supplied and their vehicles checked over by the maintenance section.
The 11th of June word was received that the 85th Division was to be relieved
by French troops and was to move to a rest area south of Rome, Italy. The
12th of June was spent in preparation for this move and on the 13th the Troop
moved in three march groups to Castel Porziano, Italy. From June 1li4th through
July 11th the training of replacements, correction of defieiencies noted in
combat and re-equipping of troops was stressed. During this period enlisted
men of the organization were awarded two Silver Stars and fourteen Bronze

Star Medals in appropriate ceremonies.

On July 1lth 1944, the Troop received orders to move to vicinity of Xon-
temassi, Italy. The night of July 1l1th and 12th the move was made. The
route taken was highway #l... A.distance of 145 miles was covered and a biv-
ouac established the morning of July 12th. At 1830 a message was received
stating that twenty enemy soldiers by-passed in the hills by our troops had
appeared in the village of Caldeona. The 2nd Platoon was sent to investigate
this situation, but found that the enemy had been dispersed by partisan
groups. The platcon then returned to the Troop area.

The next four days were spent in training, with emphasis on physical
hardening and a review of scouting and patrolling, During this period the
men were familiarized with the basic principles of mountain climbing by an
officer who attended the 5th Army school on mountain warfare, The use of
ropes in scaling cliffs in the supply of ammunition to mountain positions
was emphasized.

An enemy threat northeast of Volterra, Italy resulted in Troop being
attached to 339th Infantry Regiment C. T., on July 17th 1944, The combat
team moved to an area 3 miles north of Volterra, Italy, arriving at 1100
hours. During the afternoon of July 17th, a2 reconnaissance of roads in the
sector was conducted and the Troop was made ready for combat mission. The
enemy threat did not develop however, so on July 18th 1944, the Troop was
ordered to rejoin the Division in the vicinity of Rosignano, Italy. On the
nights of July 18th and 19th this move was made and completed. Training was
resumed in the Rosignano area which lasted through the month of July. On
August 4th, the Troop moved as part of the 85th Division to a bivouac in the
vicinity of Camporbiano, Italy. Training was resumed here until August 1l4th.
On August 15th the 85th Division moved north to the high ground overlooking
the Arno River, to relieve elements of the 91st Division. Initially the
Troop was attached to the 337th Infantry Regiment, regimental combat team.
The commanding officer of 337th directed that a protective screen be set up
to protect the movement into position and relief of elements of 9lst Division
by 337th combat team. This mission was accomplished by placing armored
sections in covered positions, to cover all possible approaches by enemy
vehicles, The scout sections were spread thinly over the mountainous ter-
rain and equipped with SCR 536 radios. By careful selection of observation
posts the entire regimental sector was covered. The relief took place with-
out incident, although enemy harassing fire caused some minor changes in se-
lections of routes to the positions. Upon completion of the relief on August
19th the Troop was assembled near Ginestra, Italy. The Iroop was then re-
lieved of attachment to the 337th combat team and assigned a defensive posi-
tion in the sector of the 339th combat team in the vicinity of Signa, Italy.
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During the night of August l9th the Troop took up positions one mile south

of Signa, Italy. Three platoons were used to cover the 900 yard front. The
Headquarters Platoon was organized as a reserve of 30 riflemen. The Troop's
nine mortars were set up as a battery and zeroed in to cover the front line
against infiltration or enemy attacks. Wire was laid to platoon command
posts, Two 30 calibre machine guns and a 50 calibre machine gun were assigned
flank positions; these weapons to fire in interlocking bands across the en-
tire troop front, or to fire in support of units to our right or left. All
positions were manned during the hours of darkness, as enemy patrols were
very active., During daylight hours, the excellent observation from our posi-
tions allowed the men to rest except those necessary to man observation postsd
Troop vehicles were not used in this operation. A motor park was established
two and a half miles in the rear of the front line positions. All vehicles
were given a 6000 mile check during this period. The long marches from Rome
up to the Arno River had brought some vehicular deficiencies, which needed
correction. First it was found that thermostats in the armored cars sometimes
failed to open after the engine reached operative temperatures. This caused
the engine to overheat excessively and in one instance caused the loss of one
engine, Vehicular loads in # ton vehicles was far in excess to what the ve-
hicles could carry. Springs and shock absorbers were going bad. This situa-
tion was remedied by taking all the equipment out of the vehicle except the
men's light packs, weapons and ammunition.,

On August 20th and 21st the Troop improved positions and patrolled to the
front.: Twenty-five roéunds of enemy artillery fire fell in the left platoon
sector. The nights of .August 21st and 22nd a combat patrol was sent to the
village of S, Lucia. The patrol of six men encountered mortar and machine gun
fire enroute to the town but found it deserted.

On -August 23rd orders were received stating that the Troop would be re-
lieved by Company B, 2nd Brigade, 6th South African Division. Three officers
of this unit came forward on the afternoon of the 23rd and made reconnaissance
of: our positions, During the night the relief was made without incident. The
Troop moved to a bivouac near the village of Montespertoli on August 24th,

From August 25th through September 10th the Troop remained nesar Monte~-
spertoli, During this period range and combat firing was conducted. All wea-
pons were thoroughly checked by ordnance personnel, It was interesting to note
that every weapon checked was in excellent condition., This was an indication
of the‘quality of our weapons and the faith the men had in them.

During this perlod the Division Commander held two unit commanders meet—
1ngs to thoroughly familiarize all concerned with the nature of our next mis-
sion. Our division was to attack the enemy and drive him north through the
formidable Gothlc Line defenses. The terrain in which this fighting was to
take plaee was_ ‘the rugged Appennines mountains. The division G-2 obtained all
1nfdrmatlon aVallable concerning the enemy's defenses in this sector and made
an explanatorv talk on the subject. The Division, Regimental, and Artilldry
plans’ were thoroughly explained and discussed so that all were familiar wlth
them. These conferences were top secret.

On the llth of September the Troop moved through Florence to Vaglia,

Italy on highway #65. On the 12th of September the Troop was moved into a
concealed bivouac one mile east of Scarperia., From the 13th through the 22nd
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of September the Troop remained in the Scarperia area. Artiliery fire from
the mountains north of Scarperia was received constantly, but no casualties -
were sustained., On the 22nd of September the Troop was attached to the 338th
combat team and given the mission of protecting the left flank of the regi-
ment. The Troop moved to Violia, Italy and the 2nd and 3rd Platoons were in-
filtrated forward to a point one mile south of Firenzuola, Italy. The terrain
around Firenzuola was very advantageous to the enemy, the town being situated
in a valley with-a stream running directly across our front. The high ground
north of the town was held by the enemy and his artillery and mortars could
cover the valley. The stream was fordable with difficulties. It was decided
to dismount the 2nd and 3rd Platoons, move the 2nd through Firenzuola, then
west on a secondary road until the flank units of our infantry were contacted.,
When this was done the 3rd Platoon could move direétly into position without
entering the town which was under constant artillery and mortar fire, This
plan worked and the contact was established with Regimental, Battalion and
Company command posts of the 338th Infantry. The 2nd Platoon suffered two
lightly wounded casualties. On reaching the left flank positions of the in-
fantry, two patrols were sent out to gain contact with the enemy on the ex-
posed left or west flank. These patrols working in daylight reached the vil-
lage of Pagliana where they encountered small arms fire from enemy inside
buildings. They withdrew and an artillery barrage was directed against the
village. At 1100 hours friendly fighters bombed and strafed the village. By
nightfall the 2nd and 3rd Platoons had established a defensive position run-
ning from the left flank of the 338th to a contact with the 363rd Infantry

to our left rear. The next day, enemy mortar fire increased. The platoon
leader of the 2nd Flatoon was killed and several men were knocked uncon-
scious By concussion. During the night the lst Platoon in reserve south of
Firenzhdola wds moved into position on a ridge north of the town to protect
the movement of the regimental command post., Patrols were sent out to scour
the surrounding hills. Three prisoners were captured. At daybreak the pla=
toon was relieved by a platoon of tanks.

- On September 24th, elements of the 363rd Infantry moved forward and re-
lieved the 2nd and 3rd Platoons of the security mission on the left flank of
the 338th Infantry. The Troop was assembled in Firenzuola by 1100. The 1st
Platoon moved mounted to the vicinity of Mount Coloreta, but was not committed
to any action, The next day in Firenzuola weapons were cleaned and equipment
checked, On September 26th the Troop was again attached to the 338th Infantry.
The mission was to relieve C Company on the slopes of }t. Peglio. This nec-
essitated a night march of seven miles over mountainous terrain. The relief
was carried out by O400 the morning of September 27th. At this the Troop
came under control of the lst Battalion 338th Infantry. Harassing mortar and
machine gun-'fire was received during the day from the vicinity of Mt. Canda.
On September 28th, considerable enemy fire was received on troop positions.

No casualties were sustained. A patrol was sent to contact the 361lst Infantry
on our left flank. This mission was exceedingly difficult due to heavy rain
and extremely rough terrain, The patrol of 1 non-commissioned officer and 5
men left our lines at 1900 hours, traveled three miles (map distance) and re-
turned with complete information of adjacent troops at 2200 hours. The exec-
utive officer, 1st Battalion, 338th praised the work of this patrol and re-
commended they be given an award. During the night, word was received that
the Troop was .relieved from the 338th Infantry and attached to 337th Infantry
for operations. At first dark the Troop was assembled and marched back to
Firenzuola, Several streams enroute had risen as a result
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of the heavy rains... It was necessary to.tie tept.ropés togéther

for men to hold to in crossing these torrents. Strong swimmers were stationed
below crossing points to rescue men who lost hold of the guide ropes. In the
ensuing excitment several lights were flashed and drew enemy artillery fire.
By 0200 the 29th, the Troop reached Firenzuola. The remainder of the day

was spent 1n drylng clothing and cleanlng water soaked weapons and ammunhtion.

The* 337th Regimental command post was located in Piancaldoli, Italy, ap-
proximatley 20 miles (by road) from Firenzucla.  On September 30th,. the Troop
moved mounted by way of highway #65 and 6529 to Piancaldoli. The Regimental
Commander assigned the Troop the mission of maintaining contact with the 337th
Regiment and the 349th Infantry of the 88th Division on the. right, and to pre~
vent infiltration into the Sillaro Valley. The valley separated the two
regiments, A road running its length was the Division boundary. Both regi-
ments were advancing against heavy enemy opposition along ridge lines running
roughly parallel to the Sillaro Valley. The valley was lacking in both cover
and concealment and was under observation from enemy positions on Mt. Grande
to the north, and hills to the east. The 2nd and 3rd Platoons moved north
from Fiancaldoli 3 miles and took up positions during the night of 30th and
31st on a hill overlooking the valley. The 3rd Battalion, 337th Infantry
was contacted at 0300, and the 1st Battalion 349th Infantry by 0330. By day-
light,; 31st, an armored car and two jeeps had reached Belvedere and found
it. clear of enemy.- The town was receiving heavy artillery and mortar fire,
but the 1lst Battalion 349th Infantry was able to infiltrate two rifle compan-~
ies into the town by 1200, The 3rd Battalion, 337th Infantry advanced from
Guignola to a ridge 1 mile south of Sassonero. This move pleced the Battal~
ions approximately 1800 yards apart, séparated by the valley. To carry out
the mission it was necessary to attach the armored car in Belvedere to the
1st Battalion, 349th Infantry and place a similar detachment near the 3rd
Battalion, 337th Infantry. In addition strongp01nts were to be organlzed in
the valley to prevent infiltration by enemy patrols. 50 calibre machine guns
were set up in platoon positions to fire harassing fire in the valley forward
of our strongpoints. The guns were set up and fired before darkness. During
the nights: of 30th and 31st, artillery fire increased in both Regimental sec-
tors causing wire communications to be disrupted. The SCR 508 radios per-
formed well, however, and communications were maintained.

An enemy patrol was engaged by our left strongpoint during the night.
The enemy was driven off but was brought under fire by "A" Company, 349th In-
fantry, Two prisoners were captured. Our right strongpoint reported hearing
what they thought to be enemy aprroaching our p051tlons. Durlng this period
the weather was foggy during the day and pitch black at nlght ‘I‘hls situa-
tion made the valley a logical approach for the enemy as the stream bed could
be followed at night.

On the 1lst of October the 34%th Infantrv was able to advance approx;-
mately 1 mile north of Belvedere which placed their advancé units approxi-
mately abreast of the 3rd Battalion, 337th Infantry. This shortened the dis-
tance covered by the Troop in the valley to about 800 yards and allowed the
two strongpoints-to be moved farther forward and closer together. During the
day, patrols were sent north up the valley to determlne ‘the conditions of the
road leading north. It was discovered that bridges across the stream had been
destroyed 23 miles north of the village of Sasso-Leones

-9-= SECRET
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The 2nd and 3rd of October were spent. in the improving of gun positions
and relieving men on the outposts in the valley. The strongpoints were manned
by a non-commissioned officeeér ‘and 8 men in each positicn. Each post had a
light machine gun well dug in. The remainder of the squad dug foxholes %
the right and left of the light machine gun. The 8 men were armed with 4 rif-
les and 4 sub-machine guns., The non-commissioned officer had a carbine. 50C
yards in rear of these positions, two platoons less 16 men and 2 non-commis-—
sioned officers had the 6 armored cars camouflaged behind buildings, but in
position to fire by moving them slightly. Local security guards were dug in
around these buildings. A four man patrol from this group visited infantry
companies on our right and left and the forward strongpoints four times per
night at irregular intervals, Radio contact with the 3rd Battalion, 337th
Infantry and the lst Battalion 349th Infantry was maintained at all times.

By October 4th, 1944, artillery and mortar fire had diminished somewhat
in the Sillaro Valley. The commanding officer, 337th Infantry ordered that a
strongpoint in platoon strength be established at Casa De Sassonero to pro-
tect the right flank of the Regiment. The 1lst Platoon was assinged this mis-
sion and moved in vehicles up. the Sillaro Vzlley. -Tne point received artillery
fire when approaching Sasso-Leone. The platoon leader extended distances to
500 yards between vehicles and continued the advance through the town. The
artillery fire continued so the platoon took cover in a defilade position
just short of a blown out bridge (972229)., A foot reconnaissance disclosed
that the bridge could be by-passed, Using two iton vehicles the platoon lea-
der by-passed the bridge and moved north 1000 yards. At this point the group
came under accurate self-propelled fire. The first vehicle was disabled by
the firstround and the crew took cover. The second round destroved the vehicle.
The second vehicle was then taken under fire. This vehicle had been driven
in the ditch beside the road and was disabled but not destroyed. The platoon
leader then returned on foot to his platoon and moved them dismounted to
Villa De Sassonero. The small village was found to be deserted. A platoon
strongpoint was organized and contact ‘with the 3rd Battalion, 337th Infantry
established. The vehicles were then moved by way of Guignola, Spedoleto
Trail, to a position 500 yards south of Sassonero.

On October 6th, the 2nd and 3rd Platoons were able to advance dismounted
and contact the lst Platoon in Sassonero. This advance gained control of a
wooded ridge running at right angles to the valley. New pcsitions were dug
in on this ridge just in rear of the village of Casa De Sassonero. The lst
Platoon position was then removed from the village and the Platoon again put
into reserve.

Weather was our worst enemy at this time. TFood and ammunition were
brought to Casa Di Romagna by jeep, then carried three miles on mules bor-
rowed from the 3rd Battalion, 337th Infantry trains. At times mules were
not available, so carrying parties were organized from Headguarters Platoon
to carry supnlies. This werk was dones at night during heavy rain and in
pitch darkness. Enemy artillery harassed the supply trains sporadically.

The rain had caused telephone wires to short out. All communications
between the 337th combat team and the 349th combat team was now being carried

on over the armored car radios, attached to the Regimental command posts, and
were operatlng 24 hours per day,

Pl
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The night of October 8th, on order of the C. 0., CT 7, locations for
road blocks were reconnoitered in the vieinity of (970245)« On October %th,
the 1st Platoon moved forward through Sassonero and occupied a ridge 1500
yards north of Sassonero. The 2nd and 3rd Platoons moved forward to take up
positions on the right of the lst Platoon. This movement caused considerable
enemy mortar fire and some long range machine gun fire from Hill 214. During
the night the Troop Headquarters and vehicles were moved up to Sassonero and
a by-pass was constructed around blown bridges in the Sillaro Valley. This
move helped the supply situation immeasurably as vehicles could now use
Fiancaldoli-Guignola-Sassonleone road to Sassonero.

On October 11th two strong patrols were sent to Hill 214. These patrols
drew machine gun and rifle fire, After returning the fire, the patrols
reached the hill and captured two enemy soldiers. Several enemy were ob-
served retreating. These were brought under fire but results were not obtain-
able. As a result of this patrol activity, the 1lst Platoon covered by fire
from K Company, 337th Infantry on our left, took up a defensive position on
Hiil 214 at dawn October 12th, During the day the 2nd and 3rd Platoons each
sent a patrol north to 980282, where the Sillaro Valley road made a right
turn. The patrols drew heavy mortar and machine gun fire from the high
ground north of the road bend and were forced to withdraw.

On October 14th the Troop less liaison detachment with 337th Infantry
and 350th Infantry was rellieved from attachment to 337th Infantry and re-~
verted to Division reserve, At 1300 the Troop moved from Sassonerc and
Frassineta, Italy, a distance of 16 miles. Vehicles and weapons were main—
tenanced and men re~equipped for the next mission. Troop was paid and sev-
eral decorations awarded. On October 19th, the armored car with 350th Infan-
try was destroyed by a direct hit from s white phosphorus mortar shell. Two
men were seriously injured. The vehicls and crew were replaced on the same
day.

During this time every affort was made to make conditions as comfortabls
for the men as possible. Practically every man and officer in the organiza-
tion was suffering from exposure and colds. In their weakened condition,
dysentery was a constant threat. Dry clothes and showers were furnished by
the Division and by COctober 20th, the combat efficiency was back to an ex-
cellent classification. o -

From October 20th through November 15th the Troop assisted the 310th
Engineers in maintaining roads within the 85th Division sector. November
16th the Troop moved to the Division rest area, Gagliano, Italy.

'/s/ R, B. Thompson |

~/t/ R. B. THOWMPSON' -

Captain Cavalry,
Commanding
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1st Ind
HEADQUARTZRS MTOUSA, APQ 512, 8 April 1945

T0: Commanding General, Army Ground Forces, Army War College, Washington 25,
D. CI
ATTENTION: AC of S, G=2

This headquarters has no objection to the reduction in classification
of this report to RESTRICTED, provided names of individuals, unit designa-
tions and geographical locations are deleted,

FOR THE THEATER COMMANDER:

/s/ alvert We Farr

/%/ ALBERT W. KARR
Captain, AGD
Asst Adjutant General

b 2,
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RETORT AFT: R _ACTION-AGATNST THIS ENCNY
(Reloreonce :“Fim*nm“'@)‘*

AWUST 12% . : v

. V ST o . ) R .
 During the month of August 194k, the 85t Cavalry Recommat sacnce Squadren
Maohani ged performed recennaissance ior the Sth Armowed Uviaon in tﬁme actions
which mey bel designated gz follows: A

L. The drive og Lo Xame 2 August 194y to 8 Augugt l%kimlusive.
II. The drive north to ologe tu: Falaise 832 © August te 4 Aurust inclustve,

IIX, The drive te clogs the fap at Vornon om the Seine 15 Awauct te 26
Avgust incivgive, : : o -
1. The drive on Le Mang s -

‘le Oenergl renarks, | . .

, '. & The mission of thig squairon was to recomolter routcs, briizeg
and ebstaclias alang 2 route generally Perlers, Fougeres, Laval to Lle Lans gnd
to determine the strength, Curnosition gnd dd spogition of the enmay in thig secter,

be The teriatn Tas generally rolling :Lntrdiatedby 8one =mnall
streamg whlch were gmerally exsily fordes ar? vintérspemed vith gmel] wondg
which conld affong the enemy soge cover, _

8 The viothier drrine the entire Campalgn vies dry and ware en:
all elassds of roads &t trails as woll gg fields ¢ ye suitable for arnared

. de At the stert of the campelgn 1dttle was known about, cie enemy‘
digpositian oF strength and ne telnite org-nized defensive 1inag #are koown,

- 6s  The Squasdren Coumnnder dispose: iig jour trosps 1n a 1ine alreagt
#ith the agsalit a0 treop in Close support e the recomaissamq troops and the
tank company well forvard rendily avsilable g support any troops that mwizht rew
quire it, . ' ‘

f's The French ¢ivilians vepe mos5% cooperative mdwith the use of

& throe (3) man IPY tean go interpeaters ping ¢lvilions who wers pieked up as
the move Progressed much valu hle “nd bimely opemy infomatiem W25 speciily obe
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?¢ Chronclogical Account,

2 tugust 194k - The squadron moved into position vieinity of Louviome,
During the movement our elements received their first fire 2nd learned two decept-
ions the enemy practiced, ~ismounted men concealed themselves in the hedges,
allomed sur armored wehieles o pass and then fired on the unorotectel ; tons,
This provlan /s quiekly solve. o Tlustiing suspecin’ grcas with mochine gun fire
and camnistor shell From the 27mn gwie The gsecorn! twrick of the enamy wes to lle
in ditches as throush derd and then fire at our resr. The solution Lo this was
for scouts to fire om 2ll Germans vhether they appear«d dead or not, <The first
rouni usuzliy brousht the live omes to thetr {eet urel Livy were quickly cisposed of,

3 Auguest 104l - Durine the dey sur claments noved Lo the vieinity of Four
geres bu werc vtmable to ovtoin conbact with the oneny, Civilien rojsrts of amell
mmnbers o aneny to our front porsistad tat it Locore evident hy the end of the
day tha: the =anemy woulc got dofond ia stresgth ot least untldl e reached Laval
where it a3 lecarned the enemy was sothering hils forc=g., A totzl of 13 prisonera
of wur covturad that day were stragelers and offered no information of an organe
iyed defensive line wut did indicat: nesitions of AT guns hich were to he used
in a delavins a2ntlion,

-

" 4 augost 19kl ~ The squairon contimied it: recomneissence to the
govth and ecct of vougeres oushines on toverd Vitre, Arain no contuct 'ms gained
n strenrth but eiviiisn reports and interrogation of mwrisoners cf
. ths enemy withdrrzsl 4o L-val was aporooching & rout,

U August 19kl - Ierdin; clemeuts pushed on through Vitre and Lrnee now in .
close pursuit of the enewy who hal taken fo the rosds on foot end wvehicles o' 211
kinds., Small groups of the encmy » tempted o delay our movement with smell arms
firs, sauwe anvi-tank fire anl histily coasbrucied rozd blocks but he was quickly
disoosed of by our fire, Thoe cnomy cttempted and quite successfully jasmed our
radic commmication durdng this perlod and difficulty wes experioncel in getting
information hack to nigher herdouartors.

¢ fugush 19kl ~ Un our advence this iate, the eremy delayed us for
sawie tise in the vicindty of Cosse Lo Vivien Y smsll cms Tire ani o iofinite
AT dzlonse o) the tovme By early everdn: after scveral fire fights, the enay
had L;J.:gdran iron Cosse Le Vivien cnd advance elemonts rare on the oubskirts
of Laval,

7 August 124l - On this late the squadron sade a repid move on 2™ out
a 25 mile fronb to the Sarthe Hiver line where practicclly all bridges wers elther
blevm or preparc. lor deiolitions. Owr units crossed the river by fards ard
existing brid-es ani sdvance elements reachei the osubakirts of le Mans, As our
elements reache ! the tom enrcute the German garriscns wmoved out to the east
offexrin; llttle resistance to our movenent and by the eni or the dgy the road-
net from leval to Le Mans was completely clear of enemy foirces,

8 August 194) - During the day the division pussed through our unit
:xizd \I:m astembled our unit in the vicimity of Chamve in preparation for a new
88 'y
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n. The drive merth to close the Falaise gap.
1, General remarire:

%. The mission of the uqmdm a.‘lnis {: g:mngitor musiable £e3y
oblmlu ard Jenciitions along a route gensrally s, Pera ’
Heulins, Coulomer to Sees amd determine st.remgth, compesition al'é disposition et ih
w in that sectoar,

‘ b, Again the terrain and woather fawred armored ;otion but the
ares u well pojuinted by tevms go situated that they coull he well defenied by

" he onaRy.

c, Iittlo iafomtim about enemy strength and disposition was
kne'l but it wEs felt that prossure frcm “he south would ozuse him to either
abbempt to escapo the closing of the zop or bitterly [ight to hold the gap open
Ier esoape of 211 his elmrfba.

' d, Frenci o&xilim contimued thedr ascistance but it had been
l.aumw t"\t‘o eTrilisa repxrts had to be stolied, 'Yelgned and eollsted very care-
tally as there s a tendemsy to oxagrerate,

' es The aquadron commender clspesed his troops on & camparatively
parrow frent to moet the difficulty widech it was felt would be enocuntered if the
mhaddivosedhistroops 30 as to make streng pojnts of the vurious cliies
t!i villages enroutes

2, Chronoloeical accourrt,

9 August 194k - Ths movemont of the aquadrm: wes delayed by smsll
but dat.eminm resistamée by ssall arms and AT fire vicinity Courcivel, Beandxy
MPemmtwmmmmommmofonaotmtmpsmm
::1:; elmx:;s of the di'rhim whinh were clou behind these stromg points had

en reduced,

10 Augnetd Ighh = Civilian reports hliicated that Beemay, A.menay,
Savigne, Bomnebable and Bailow were still cecupled by erncny forces in strength
but these streng points were btypassed and the snuadron nowed to the vicinity of
- Mgrolles with leading elemerha aving towerd Marmers end lg Ferte Bernd,

11 August 194 - ‘The division passed through our elemends amd
‘tw %a the north of our positiom, Ouwr slements cemtirmed to recomoiter
* Bellems, Marmers snd the Foret ds Perseizne tnt wnemy defenses prevented our
Ma frau probing the cnemy poﬁ.ticnn.

; : 12 August 194k - The division abtack having sccamplished its
misslon the aquadron move! north with the misedon of cutpesting the towns of
Moulins and Contamer ani by active patreding to determine emexy strength in
$hose towns ond alse Gace, mmmﬂﬁwﬂieﬂnmmphasiamm

‘movement om that rosd net. Our out posts and pctmla perlodioally reported the
- eneny activity in this secter

mdl5bo¢ust19hh Coutimed mission end frem these

reperts G « 2 ‘siim ted approximately cne divisten Yeinforced was heldimg the
‘setter Ceutomer -~ Moulins, Thig latsr prond to be Wtaly correct,

.3 -
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‘ m.‘ The drive to close the gap at Vernon on the Seine,
1, Gererzl remsrks:

' 2. A port on of the enemy hovine @csca“t,:’. ths Felaige - Gace .
gap, this aqtmuron wes given tm mission of nerfnming recomnadssance for the
ddvision zlon; « reute generslly east to Dreux end then northeast to Mawtes
Gassicourt so ﬂ«zt the divis.ion could be employcd in ano‘bhar trep.

b, Veather ond ‘erreln contimued to favor our oporations. .

c. The route o advance .us belicvad to be held 13phtlr at
beat by the eneryy with samo question of epemy strength in hHreux,

Ze Chrcuole@cai account,

15 Aug\tst 19y - 3auedron rearginized au pregsoc or nes
migsion wuni movel oud in‘the = ftermoon,

16 Lugnst 104l - Souadron moved fron Crucey to Crecey 1o exemy
comtact,

17 Anmt, 1oLl - Squadron moved 1rcm, Urotey o Ch.;l:‘.pg.t ne pecting
enery in Houan ana Beabiery, “pdidens aoross Sic river vielnily ol Cha po*u had
Beer Wlown, -nooy dnterdictsi cross roads enroute with erbillerr ard hewvy nortarse

lb i‘ngust 1oLl ~ On this date the squadren wias siven the mission

of preotecidn;: the rear and righ', flunk of divisien while the division moved
north tovard v’ernon snd Nouhedonville and Ga:‘..llan. The g-uadron com;::umﬂr 0=
posec to accoiiish this mission by cut posting the Bure diver on the west slio

fro: Ivry la . ctialle morth anl the sy wes speat reconnoi ering end estab]..-.,hin‘,
suttahle obrarvation along the yivir,

19 Augnst 194} ~ Obser ~rasion of t,he sagh side ol the river was
good ani the “nwyy rempiped on the defensive, Yhe day was marke! wilh exagperated
reports ol enemy actlvity by civilians who wore apparently fucrfil thab w: were
not doliu~ our job gince we ‘oureelves renadned concsaled,

20 hugust 194l - Emesyy movement from Ivey to Zerewes cas nobed
during the day bub he ns. e no attenpt to cross the river.

2L Augist 10434 ~ @ ecouts begah to probe vicinity of Alileville
I‘acy sur Sure anu iound both tewns oceup and the bridges : rovnd racy blown,
Gid not seom dispoesd to fight anl there were tmdieations that ho was noving
out of tam to t}v\ moots to the nerth, Inemy fired swall emcunt of nortar at our
OP denyine wmg the 12 of one (P Juring the daye

22 Avgust 194k - Onr scouts found Paocy and Aijieviile clear of
eusmy. -mery rotured bo twrn and teeroriged civilians this night,
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2k and 25 August 19l = Sousdron moved north east across the
Eure river and north to replace divislon in the salient in the Seine River
vieinity Vernon, Hunbedomville arxi Gaillon with missian of covering witlrirawsl
of the division and outpogting that arezs The three mentioned towns were out-
poeted and the encmy remsined insotive during the perlel of our secupaicye
Squadron was rolicved on 26 Awgust 19hhy

26 Lo 29 hogugt 1oils = Squadrom vicindty Guerville for rest and
refits, On °C ‘ypust Squadron moved to S5t Cloud, outskirts of raris amd prepaved
for new mission.

30 - 31 angust 194l - Sjusdron storied to nove - from Paris :nd
resched vicinity of Rullr by 31st. Buring tiis period all elements were opposed
by strorg delaying detachwent: of small ayms and antd-tank five which impeded
our vroorsos Ll siowed down the movement of ths divislon, Three of our recoan-
salssance ‘roops e detache] ra sousdron contrel and one recomnaisssnee
Lroop rith atiu :'_lurd.ﬂ o the esornll zm troop wid light tani was atteche! to
eéach combur cound ani the brlance o) the soua ‘ron waved back to Reron to
guard ddviaion lroing,

GEORGE C, HENJ~4IN
2 Incls., ‘ Majoar, Cavalry,
Incl 1 -~ Armex A" Cammending,
Incl 2 - Annex "B
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CASUALTIES
AUGUST 10644
- Asgd Strength ] Aug 44 Asgd Strength 31 Aug 44
| QYF o EM QFF ¥ M
Headquarters ® 1 46 | 8 1 46
- Hq., & 8v, Troop 3 2 76 4 2 178
- Troeop A -] 0 133 ] 0 138
Troop B 8 o 134 5 o 1:m
"~ Treep C - 0 134 5 0 133
- Teoep D B 0 134 5 0 138
Trovy B -3 G 102 B 0 101
Company ¥ -] o 89 s o 9
Medical Detsohmemt 2 0 12 2 0 12
TOTAL T T B I % B85
CASUALTIZS (85th ) OFF W0 EX
Killed .8 0o 8
Wounded 3 0 48
Mesing ' ) 0 8
Enowm Capturcd 0 o
o &1

BNEY PRICTTIRS OF 'AR CATTUP""D BY OUR FORCES: 34.



e
1" Asnex "B*
| AUGUST 1944
SQUADROY COI’ANDER3

1 August 1944 te 1500, 30 August 1944 - Lt, Cel. EKENT FAY,
0286301, Cavalry.

1800, 30 August 1944 te 31 August 1944 - ¥ajor JOHK P, GERALD,
023009, Cavalry,

TROOPS OF THS SQUADROXS
HEADQUARTERS AND SERVICE TROOPs

1 August 1944 te 31 August 1944 « 1lst Lt. PAUL O, PETERSQN,
01010111, Cawvalry,

TROOP A

1 Auzust 1944 to 31 August 1944 « Oapt. CHARLES W, BENWIKGTON,
0452900, Cavalry,

TROQP 13

1 August 1944 teo 31 August 1944 ~ Oapt, KENNETH M. HAYES,
01010128, Cavalry,

TROOP C3

1 August 1944 te 31 August 1944 « Capt, JOHN R. VAXE,
010106920, Cavalry,

TROOP Dy

1 Auguet 1974 to 31 August 1944 - Capt., LEOVARD S. CARLSQN,
01011717, Cavalry, *
TROOP L

1 August 194" to 2400, 28 August 1944 - 1st Lt, EUGLY: F,
COLB¥RT, 01011108, Cavzlry,

0001, 29 Aumist 1944 to 31 August 1944 . Capt., PATRICK J.
BURYS, TR,, 01010461, Cavalry,

COIPAYY ¥

1 August 1944 to 31 August 1944 - Oapt, JOHN T. SCHWARZ,
01010396, Cevalry. *

MEDICAL DETACKGSNTT:

1 August 19 4 to 31 August 1944 - Capt. MEYER FRIEDENTHAL,
0425804, Medieal Corps,
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CLASSIFICAT.ON REMOVED ™ A%o o 258, v s Army

BY AUTHCRITY OF TAG..... 24 October 1944,

N8T THL hl.E

s v e . e T S 20

SEPTEMRER 1944

This squadron durling the period was on missions involving
1ittle contaot with the enemy. At nll times during the period one
or nmore troops were attached to the combat sommands for operations,
The month can be divided into following periods:

I, Trains Security - 1 Septsmber te 6 September,
II, Attached to 28th Infantry Divisicn - 8 Septerber to

9 September, { *-
III, Attaehed to Division Trxroops - 9 September to 10 Y |
» Saptenber, ' \j\ y
IV, GCegurity for eity of Luxembourg - 11 September to \

19 Septeuber, P
Y. Outposting of Quy: River « 20 September to 30 September, 4

1. Trains Seeurity. ‘2
Squndron (mimus) outposted Traine bivouas arez vicinity )
Baron from 1 Ceptembor 1944 to 6 Septemder 1944 and had no contact
with the enery,

11, Attachment to 28th Infantry Divieion,

Squadron in its entirety was attached to 28th Infantry Dive-
ision for a P4 hour peried with the missien of moving Fast from vie-
inity of Douzy to the luxenbourg . German Yorder vicinit, of leternagh
by darkness, 2 September 1944, The squadron was unsble to acoouplish
ite assigned nmissiom bBeing stopred by enemy anti-tank =nd artillery
fire vieinity Suxy and Chiny which our elements were attempting to
bypass when relieved from attachment to the “8th Infantry Division,

I1I, Attaehment to Division . .
Oom_the 9th and 10th September, Squadron (minus) roved with
division troops to vicinity of MNerseh, Luxembourg and had mo ¢ mtaet
with the enemy. A

IV, S8eeurity For City of Luxemburg. .
11th to 19th September 1944 3quadron (minus) wee given the

mission of protecting the City of Luxembourg from the Sputh and Zast.
This was ascoupliiéhed by esteblishing road bloeks snd OP's at sil
m-in arteries and by sending out small mounted patrols during daylight
hours, ZFnemy rexained on the defensive and maintained cnly small
gsrrisons in the towns irmediately Rast of Luxembourg. Ocoasionally
our pAtrols engaged the enemy in brief fire fights. Squadron was A
attaghed to CC A 16 September 1944 but mission ard disposition remainmed

unchanged, 4
-1l ? (" 2
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V. Outposting Our: River Line,

1. 20th to 722nd Seytamber 1944 Squadror remained attashed
to 0C A was relieved of miseion to protest Clty of Luxeubourg and
moved 20 BSeptember to vieinity Graulinster with missien of sereening
main North - Bouth route and preteeting right flank of V Corps.
Squadron established outpests along line from 3rd Army north boundary
to V Corps south boundary and actively patroled the seotor. During
period no contaot war had with the eneny and he remained on the defen-
sive,

2, 23rd to 30th September 1944 Squadron attached to 102nd

Cavalry Group end assigned mission of sereening main Worth - South
~ highway. ¥ission was accomplished by occurying the high ground ime

mediately Vest o line Puteheld to Vianden (inclusive), ZIZnemy cone
timied 1o occupy Vianden during period but did not pierece our line,
During neriod enemy sporadicelly shelled our sectcr with single ar-
tillery piece and some mortars. Our patroles were active but made
1ittle contaect with the enemy. ~7th Sertembar 1044 Squadron was
relelved from attashment tc 102nd Cavalry Udroup and sttached to CC A
with saine niesion,

“GEORFY C. BENJANIN,
Hajor, Cawalry :
Comrand ing.,
2 Incls,.
Incl 1 - Annex “A",
Incl 2 « Anvex 'B'.

Lo
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Amnex “A"
SUMMARY OF S8TRENGTH ABSUALT IES
SEPTEMERR 1944
Asgd Strength 1 Bept 44 Asgd Strength 30 Sept é4

- o W oW
. Headguarters f 1 46 9 1 4B
Hq. & Sv, Treep 4 2 98 3 2 76
- Troey A B 0 138 4 0 123
- Tyoep B 4 o 13 b 0 127
Troep O 5 o 132 -] 0 128
Troep D 8 0 13% 5 0 127
. Troop E 8 0 o8 4 0 93
.,O'Qupm_m y ¥ ’ B [ ] ) : ] 0 8s
- MEDICAL DETACHMEY
TOTAL & + -4t 4 + =
CASUALTIES (88th «) OFF ¥o XM
Killed 0 o 2
Wounded , [ 0 1
Hiesing : 0 0 0

sl 4+ 4o

ENEBYY TTIGCTA "! OF ¥AR CAPTUIED BY OUR FORCHES: 1.
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Annex *B"
COMLANDING OFFICERS
SEPTEHER 1044
SQUADRON COIANDER1

1 September 1944 to 30 Septembder 1944 - imjor JOHN P. GERALD,
023009, Cavalry.

TROOPS OF TIE SQUADRON}
HEADQUARTERS AND SERVICE TROOP3

1 Ssptember 1944 to 30 September 1944 - Capt. PAUL O. PETERSON,
01010111, Cawvalry,

TROOP A1 1 September 1944 teo 2400, 12 September 1944 - Capt, OHARLES
¥. BENNINGTON, 0482900, éavnlry.

0001, 13 Septenber 1944 to 30 September 1944 - 1st Lt, FRED
A. FORSGREN, 01010173, Cavalry.

TROOP B: 1 September 1944 to 30 September 1944 - Capt, KENNETH X,
HAYES, 01010128, Cavhlry. -

TROCP C: 1 September 1944 to 30 September 1944 . Capt, JOHN R, VANE,
01010690, Cavalry,

TROOP D: 1 Septembder 1944 to 1200, 12 Septemdber 1944 -~ Capt. LEONARD
S. CARLSOX, 01011717, Cavalry,

1200, 12 Septemdber 1944 te 30 September 1944 - 1st Lt,
EDVARD J. X GANN, 01012641, Cawvalry,

TROOP E1 1 September 1944 to 2100, 2 September 1944 - Capt, PATRICK
J. BURNS, JR,, 01010461, Cavalry.

2100, 2 September 1944 to 30 September 1944 - 1st Lt,
PETER C, UNZELL, 01012058, Oavalry,

CO'PANY P3 1 September 1944 to 30 September 1944 - Capt, JONN T,
SCHWARZ, 01010596, Cavalry.,

MEDICAL DETACHMENTs 1 Séptember 1944 to 30 September 1944 - Capt,
MEYRR FRIEDENTHAL, 0425804, liedieal Corps.
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HBADQUARTERS
- 85TH c;mmx RECOMNATSSANCE BQUADRON mcmmm
AYG No 255, U 8 srmy

; November 1ghk
| SUBJECT: letter of Transmittal.
70 1 Cowuniing General, Sth Ammored Divistiom, APO No 255, U S Army.

"‘r&nmitted heyerith is Report After Action Aga'nsi the Bnexy,
wiit journl for the momth of October 1Skl .

For the Squadroh Commander:

PAUL. E, HOBBS,
1lst Lt, Gav
Mjuta.m .
2 Inols,
Imel 1 - Beport Afber Astica Jgainst the Enewy
(1n quadruplieate)
Inol 2 = Unit Jourmal, ,
Tanen 3 - NE&.\AGG lf'.l.(qg.
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HEADQUARTERS
TH CAVALRY RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON MECHANIZER

DOWNGRADED TO: APO No 255, U 8 Army
CLASSIFICAT.ON REMOVED N

BY AUTHORITY OF TAG

. : REPORT AFTER ACTION AGAINST THE ENEMY
LBl 4t Hgp  TReTererce: Far 10, AR 3JU5-105, C3)
" Date

Initials OCTOBER 19kl

SECTION I - The Enemy and Elements Affecting Action,

1., Enemy Situation.

a. During the month the enemy had disposed three battalions of the 1056th
Regiment along the line east of Monschau, Hofen, Alzen to Wahlerscheid, From Waljler-
scheid south, the 77th Infantry Battalion was holding the sector from that town south
to vicinity F 0110. :

b. Enemy was occupying fortifications in this sector and had also dug in
on the high ground in his sector,

c. FEnemy had estimated L to 6 8lmm mortars per battalion and had in the
entire sector 6 ob 8 pieces of artillery believed mohile caliber 75 to 150 which he

fired sporadiecally as single guns,

d. Enemy was generally content todefend and hold his fortifications but
wn occasion attempted to probe our lines with patro’s up to 20 - 30 men strength.

e. Enemy was well supplied with antomatic weapbns and although his soldiers
were mostly stragglers, convalescents and overage, they were welltrained and battle
tried and in the few contacts they made with our forces, displayed gbility to fight
well,

f. Enemy used a considerable number of T mines in trails and fords and
various types of antipersennel mines in likely awvenues of appreach, i

g. Enemy patrols took advantagg of derkness, dusk, or dawn and fog to :
attempt to infiltrate our lines amd was genera’ly quiet on clear days,

2. Terrain and weather,

2. The terrain along Hofenafforded excellent ebservation of the enemy,
but the high groumd tothe northeast which the enemy held alse gswe him exwellent
observation of our positions and also gll availgble avenues of approach . Te the
south off Alzen the area is wooded on both sides of the border, gives practically ne

observation in any direction and offers Wery limited fields of fire. Enemy used
the cover of the woods for ambush patrols.

b. The weather during the period was marked by sonsiderable intermittent
rain and fog and poor visibility, Precipitation made thw secondary roads difficult.
for all types of vehgkles and cross country movement was almost impossible, conse-
qrently vehicular movement was limited to hard surfaced roads.

3. Civilian population,

During the first few days civilian pop ulatiom remainin in Kalterherberg and

o iy




while it was necessary to evacuate 5 or 6 civilians who were suspected it was finally
determined that none were gullty of espionage. During the rest of the period Kalter-
herberg, Hofem, and Alzen were evacuated and no civllians were contacted in our area.

L., Effectiveness of Enemy Information,

a. Estimated 90% of enemy information was obtained from Prisoners of War
This information was very complete and accurate, Other information was obatined by
use of observationf posts and field artillery liaison plamne. Actual observation of
patrols proved generally of little walue in obtaining enemy information,



B ) Y )
SECTION II -~ Action.

1. Mission,

a. To form a counter-reconnaissance screen in the assigned sector to deny
the enemy knowledge of the disposition, movement, and plan of troops in this area -
namely V Corps.

b. To patrol aggressively seeking to increase our knowledge of enemy dis-
position, plans, and movement,

2. General Plan of Action,

o a, Principal action consisted of patrolling, either combat op the "sneak
and peep" variety, depending on the situationm,

b, Missions have been prefressive being based on the most recent reports
received,

3., Headquarterst o which attached; Command Post Lecations,

a. (1) 1 October 19Lli, the 85th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron Mechanized -
(less Troop C with the third plato n Troop E) was atteched to Combat Command A, Sth
Armored Division, with Squadron Command Post at Hoscheid, Luxembourg. :

(2) Troop C with third platoon Troop E attached to Combat Command B
with migsion of screening area from Wallenderf south fo Grundhof,

(3) At 011200, orders were received attaching the entire Squadron to
102nd Cavalry ReconnaissancelfPewp; attachment effective 020600 October.

POV

- (L) 3 October 19LL - Squadron Command Post and Company F moved from -
Kalterherberg to Hofen,

(5) 6 October 194k - Troops A and C relieved by 102nd Cavalry Reconm is-
sance Squadron and reperted to Division Trains, 5th Armored Division.

1) 3
be (1) -2 October 194k, Squadron moved to Kalterherberg, Germamyy and took

up-position there and east through Hofen to contact Comparny F, 110th Infantry Regi-
ment on the left and the 38th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron Meohaniged on the right

(2) Ome batterg L4LOOth FA Battalion in supvort. One platoon 801st ED
battalion and two vlato ns Uompany B, 1Li6th Combat engineers attsched,

, (3) 3 October 19hli - Squadron Command Post anmi Company F moved from
Kalterherbeeg to Hofen. ,

6. (1) 12 October 19kl &=lst Battalion, 110th Infantry Regiment takes
over entire sector except that held by C Troop, 102rd Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadmen,
85th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron Mechanized takes over sector (951118 to 963109),
formerly held by 38th Cavalry Reconnaissa ce Squadron. Command Post at 937106,
Southeast of Kalterherberg., All attachments revertedt o parent units,

(2) 19 October 194y - Command Post moved to 925096,
de (1) 22 October 19LLi - 85th Cavalry R_connaissance Squadron Mechanized

reverfed to control Sth Armeored Division effective”230600A. Relieved 102nd Cavalry
Reconnaissance Squadron in sector from 9L51L3 to 953120, Command Post at Kalterher-

-3 -
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berg (928135).

(2) 27 October 1ok} = Troop A rellewed frevm ptischeont to Combet
Comrard A, Sth .aviored ivisions,

(3} 3u Ootober 10k = Troon C relisved fron sttt chmsnt to Combet
Comman: B, Sih Aracre! Jivisinon,

Le isslst.rge frem Swpporting lnits,

_ de Artiiiery wup oct hes be:wn oongberd, Targs.a Tor wtlllery were fre~
quently foind o our oglyels wimn weather coni vimg groun ed ldsison , A
.mexw plan for this seotor wes coaupielci iy coniunedion Ath a 'rl veivhsive
Fives® pla: Jros BOOth Armorl 74 datielion,

b. Jinec ap.rowimately 25 ugtober 154k teo platocas of the LIDth AAX
Growp Lav - beon suprarting thiag sector srith thelr Mre, hleh has proven wery
offeetive oo nst grouna targsts as evidenced by twe steterwnts by risoners of
War taken nsurby,

(1) 29 Ugtober 17hi - risoner of “ar stetad "ha had high roasyoob
for our Asi flro. States thal mogt of the Mre went over tisg wrticuisy osition
bt beccuse soretires the whoia hiilaide was sprayed, 1t wus alzos® impossidle to
do any work ur’og Jrylight hours',

(7} 1 Fowwdtwrr 177hh w Frligovnrg of @y =00 "They were in & . Jdle
tiam abiut o raris Qe our Lines, Tney dd rot recolve aril lovy iire there
but eviny .wf thus: were gagunlties from our martsr, rifle renede; anl Add Tire®,

5 Spocicl Jeapsne Used,

2. 70 ‘wowaing Awvtematic kifle, fowr! vhen this utt moved inte Hofen,
rove!l o he iny-ingble, Beery of ‘erdt has becn made Lo horrow rovs ol thicsa
wea  ong, uat Ciaeut gustngs, v

De [z 2 subgtitute mitmelic carbin-g sr roving very satisfactory.

o Upe of Orencces,

(1, Tr the Peowlly woolod Wepvaing cruneces of 2:1 fyves, Figged &8
bochy-tri o vere nand, Traps were -ut sud at nlehd anl removiel In the laytine,
T3 In our truons snctor (TPoop ) nine enesy ablrols vere stopoed
by mere Wty otraes., e oetro: cLaetated of aporoxioal I A A e

6, Comruriagti na,

, e, Afiicuity wps atl firgt exoerfenced Jue %o the unrleldyneas of the SCR
500, It rejuives two rov to carry this set am! some (iitle Line to st b uwp for
uga, Also, continuria coavwniculisn is not essible 14 iz set wnich: rakes it
vory uniagires lo Ior uga b ooatewis. This problem was se'wel by borroving severss
OB Wo xallos from the infantay, '
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Seuliw Ll - Wiraologhoal iscoante

1 Vot « Jgquadron continned sorwening misaion viacinity Hosoheld,
mindd & aulvart just north of L during the night, sstimated 50 1b charys
of exploaiwe, snomy continued hls intardiotory fire of ths road vidinity
i ednﬁn. Sguadron gontinuad outpost and patrol activity, satrol had fire
ikt in which two snoay were killed and ond taksn prisoner viainity BLSS5e

2 Ut ~ Squadron moved t0 new seotor and took new positions aleng sast
road of stofin, Jspmany, dSquadron GF at Kaltarherberg, No enemy activity.

3 Vot - Squadron forvard W mowod to Hofon. Snamy remainod on the do-
fansive but interdicied Hofin with artillsry and mortar fire, Uur patrol ‘
attdiptin, to mows sast was Stopped at FoH1S5L by smell arme firs and mortar fire,
Apothor of our patrols oaptuad ond k¥ from the 3.7 Tny and f3nl dn,

L vet = war artillery commenosd intardictory fir of likoly avemuos of
approach to our vositlons and alzo fired at spdmy wahicular movement moving
south fron ichrn with good 3fficte HoO othar endmy wmntaocts wre madd,

.5 Uct = b dawn wndsr covdr of fog amemy sent a strony patrol of eatlmatad
25 won usgadnst thy southern part of our 1ins, #s patri) w3 supporta: by
inacoursis mortar flrs, VYatrol was ropulsed by our coordinated firs from mortars,
maching und and Jfume camnister fire from cur 8 Amored lars. & dimilar

ataaut wid mde at noon against our northern ssotor and w3 quickdy mepulssd by ouP

i,

vur pateols wrs 2bls to penstmte w0 vicinity 99777 whare = receiwad
avy small ams £ fros plllboxas in that vidinity., uur artdllarcy contimed
nignt intsrdictory fire.

0 Yot = wur urtillery fir:d obssrved fire at smdmy dismounted min «ith
ﬁd aificte in our scuthem sactor, during nighat of VYot 5 - 4, enamy patmol
ppad ong of our boohy traps. Two ensmy wore killad, thw balanoce of the

patrol laft, liaving bahind six bagoolas and tan riflas,

7 Yot - smamy interdistad Hofon and Kaltardwrtery with astimated 150mm
aprtillery, wr enginesrs startad 1ts miesion of destroyin: unocoupiad piliboxes
and our i. platoon fired on oecgupliad plllboxes with sam? affool., -nimy petlreling
roaained lnwotivae

8 Yot - wr artillery, T platoan and Asszult gune fired affectively with
i artiilar, Lizison plame in observation, targats: onsmy dismountad sane Ab
niyht our artliiary fired at snomy vehidles heard moving south from Hohren with
g;od affacts -mow, contimued intasdlotory fire of lcfon but hds patrols remainad
Lﬂ-mw‘

7 Vet - wup artdlisry continuad to fire at dlsmountad namy, our fire boing
adjustad by our obwarvation posts with good results, “namy contlnusd his intere
dictory firs #th what was estdmatid to b2 75mam or B0ma 931f propalled guns,
“avaral tares or Your man patavls attaaptad to infiltrate our lines obut our
assault juns dlaparsad thea quioidlye

10 Vet - wur artillery contimwad %o fire at dismountrd snimy and our enginesrs
sontinuad w dastroy unoccupied rdllbowss, Uur patrol contactad ondmy platoon
viclnity 9517 and the area was shsllad Wy our artillasry with unkmown affacte

11 Vot = i w.s quist excapt for beavy 8lmwa mortar £4 by snony on area
96150, protatl, obsorvad fire, It was niosssary to emloy artillery on the
mortar position to 3nabtla cur troope to0 move oul of thd fire, 1vo ORG-
ualtias resultad,
- s L _J

>
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SwCIIwi 111 ~ Gpgamwloglcal Account (oomtd)

12 ot » “noamy romainad quiet, contonting himsslf with interdiclory mostar
f1e and small ams fire at our liadson pland whan it trisd to locabta tha
mortar positions, In W aftamoon Sqadron movid 4 new s:otor south of Hale
tortwroaryg and took up 9w positions with 9iailar myslion.

13 Yeb = oguacron ioprovsd 183 positions and 33nt out patcola to roconnoiter
2 sdctor walal wss fouwnd to b3 gxtromily woodsde “nany road blocks, undafoended
wir: found on 2ll rosds laadin, to Ghlorsheid,

1 vet - “memy wemainsd rassdwely dafinsive, Wwir potrola wars able to mach
positions of obssrvation on savoml pdhhboxas dihout Jnsmy sontacte

15 Vot - wnamy inective, -ar “ambush patrols captured on2 7 fren 77 int fne
Tallarainis in oresk bad distroyad omd of our £ ton3 ind caused omd casuiliye
Gur patauliovcated o road bloc: dsfendsd by maahina uns an! morbirs, Jour
enomy kill:d, Two unchartad bunkers with barbad wire and mines reported, “ame
pelsol spotad small pland sinilar to mur liadson vland talking off, ‘sudy of
aerial ;rote rivials alr stripe

16 ust - do apemy oontactad.

17 vet - Lo patrols sort out wth mizsion of ramovin; road bleook pesviously
rportsd, doth patrols zan into onamy amtush partdss lu viciniiy of rad blook.
In Mro P at o suifrmd Ywe cegvalties plus ond offiear aiasing in actdon.
~“pdumy using wpirican Ml {133 and on® man obsarved wiarda a;drlean st

anothar o ul wool kit cane ‘

10 wot « sotrol yetumad to vicinity of sn2my anbush, Ho snimy wam conlacteds

1% - 21 vot - Ho @iy oontact mdd by patrols durin, this -yviod.

. <é wah ~ urdsrs pecdiwad changing our 33ctor to that hald by the 102nd Gavalwy
:qu.:dz.-.‘m and pstarmndng us to 5th Ammored Divisiom's control. Unaung® ocomplated
i 2300001

23 Loty = sairol mports shack in our ssotor siio for smll snaay ambusth pariye
e astilizes Intaralots this site that night.

ey veu = mauorys from our patrols are negativi, Uun direcisad our artillsry
£ire Un by sortar cosition, Artdllery scars! out diarountad apamy and 4munds
cf vahicly novamnt towd dohren »are hoards

“nawy patrol spottod wrikdng in toward 1ins '‘wld by B Co, L47th inf. In same
SLetor snxy, viniole wwousioly a tonk) driwan off by cur artiilery.

“n3my horue drawn ariillery noutmlised by our artlliary.
“‘n# of our ; tond rad on by an3my patrol,
25 Y¢t - Lo mony oomtastad by our patiola.

26 woi - a2 of our patrols contacted ensmy at houss or-o3ite our sastor ind
digoctad fire fron ovr aasault  ung on targobe

“ihip putrol spottad tmeis and other svidines oF m3ny patiols.
- 6 -
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: it ws daclded at this point tvhat our troop on the 1ine would send out a
patrol dally with the mission of ambushing ensmy opsmating patrols against our
seglor, whila ths othir troop would send out th? usual patrols to recmnoitar the
oy i‘l.m. ' '

iuis lan was follewed through 1 Votobor 19hbe

115 A4s fired on emsay PB's and surrounding arsa, P¥ talen by CLR ssveml days
datey descrihad this firems baing wry sffuctiwe,

27 Vot - imbush patrol 9motiad aight snewy tut w3 unabls to ongayg? them.
Toe othsr mtrol found fresh aiyns of emsuy activity in tha sactor (1,8, footprints,
dgaretts butts 3te) and obsarvsd thres emsny laave »illbox sast of Alsen with :
m3sskits and antor small patsh of woods n3ardy. Qur artillery intsrdictad this
spot durdn, thwr night and 115 Add fired on 1t ssvaral tirss the following day.

28 Vot = :abush patrol mgative, Uther patrol found obsarvation towsr at
96613k blown by onamy, Sewsml othsr towsrs wird> found in this ama som2 of wileh
show sins of occupanay.

Fatrol 3ottid two pAllboxes, ond unchartad and showing no damage from our
artillary. A5 Ari fMlrad on this pillbox that night and our artillary put emocsoe
truidons an it for sewsml days followdng.

29 Vot - ubush }:At@i in fire fight with six enemy, Un3 “momy soldlor woundsd
or idllod, vihir anemy soldisrs oirrisd Mm awy during fight.

Vihar patrol fired on thros spamy laging wire, Killad ond min, Ve msuffared
0o ousunltiag, ’

datrol w3 abla to obsarw irs from AL and rportad 4% a3 balng afactive,

0 - 3 Uot - HSoth patrols raport all quiet, No contact with enemy, Uar
artdliory and 115 AdL contimed interdictory firs in this ssotom,

350205 G BLBJALTH,
2 Inls Yajor, Cawlry,
el 1 - snnax Hav
indl 2 - smex "B
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' DATE: 19 /20 "
HEADQUARTERS Inits
85TH CAVALRY K CONNAISCANCL SQUADRON MCHANI

AP0 No 2856, U S Army
3 Desenmber 1944
8UBJCT: Letter Of Tronsmittal.

TO $ Commanding Goneral; 5th Armored Division, APO No 255,
Ues 8¢ Army.

o " Forwarded herewith is Report After Aetiom Against the
. Enemy fer month of November 1944.

For the Squadron Commanders
PAUL Y., HOBRS,

l1st 1.t, Cav
Adjutant
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1 Degember 1944

SECTION I « The Fnemy and Tlements Affecting fction,
1. Eneny 3ituation,

: 8¢ The Siegfried line to our frent ==s manned by second.
de trpops, Besides occupation ef. the pillboxes, the eneg had
ug in, mined 81l likely epproaches and had = few piecce of believe
ed to be self prepelled srtillery whieh he fired sporidileslly as
harassine fire, The enemy w2 gontent to rem:=in passively defen.

sive and 11ttle eastrct wzes had,

%¢ Terrsin Vand Ye . ther,

8., Terrain wis wooded and hilly anc offered little obserw
vatien to our autpaests or patrcis, TE ememy w:e ejually limited
ni; hie ebasrvatien and gained little information about our disposie
tion,

8. Civilian pepulation, ‘é/

a8, During the first nine days of the month, squadron )
cacupiecd sn area which had been evagtinted of civilians so no probe S
lem ws precrnted, During the rest of the periocd, while givilians )

were in the araz, the CAC and CIC had previously screened snll oive ,)
1liens and were wvery suceessfully centroling circulutiomn, Ko dife {
fleulty with eivilinne w=8 experienced im our immediate area, 8]

4. Alr Aotivity

8, Ynemy sir was inmotive during the reriod hut his V.l
wespen pasved over our area a5 often as eight to ten times a day,
gemexrally moving in the direstion of Lisge, Belgium, Saveral fell
short and detonaterd within several miles of gur trooprs but ne eoss

ualties or damag e suffered,
e were suffe DOWNCR,&\DED T

CLASSIFICAT.ON REH%VED

BY AUTHORITY OF 1AG..L.T (& _

-1 A
L B He ‘ P \
SEGRET hwe— iisA--gb
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SECTION II - Astien,

1. mﬂﬂim.
&, Prior to ® Nevember 1944 the Cquadren wission was one
¢f sereening and ocunter-reconvaissance in is assigned zone immedis te-

1y scuth of Hafwa, Germuny., -

b, After 10 Novenmber 1944 the Squadron mission wac te
be prepared te effect a delaying astion on the Eupen - Monachau road
and the Rotgen - Neomschau road should the enemy succeed in pene-
trating the line held by the 102nd Cavelry CGroup,

2, DPlan of Astien = Positiena wore taken on hoth roads and
defenses seot uy g0 as to deny the enexy use of theme highways,

' ' &e Troops A :nd E with Troop E (mimus two platoons) este
ablished & seriex of propured read dlecks on the Bupen -~ nf:nschm
roud, Treés were motched and eharges prepared for immediate use,
Fire blocks im all were thus uade ready, Defensive pesitiens were
chosén =2nd 1ntmnta dug where necessary,

) Tr‘w D with one platoon of aszault guns from Troop B
in support prepared saversl gulverts en the Rotgen - Hpnschau read
for hlowing of exaters, Lurge gharges of TNT were prepared znd
kept in readiness, A romible delaying action was esvelved nnd
practiged dilig!htty.

c. Narmitive of utia - Xo aetion involving aontast vtth
ths enemy took pisee during the entirs month, excepting & small
anount of enemy mn..ory fire in our seetor prior to our move om-
@ Novenber 1944, ,

d. Prinei uthity soneisted of mmking initisl plan
to aseomplish missien and subsequently {mproving poesitiens emd
gr;s;paril;g for future qure.tiam. A weekly training sshedule was

ollowed, ’

3, Hecdquarters ta thhh tttw; Command Post Leeatioms,

ay, On 1 Nevember 1944 the Squadron was relieved from
CCR and attasched to CCR, No ehamge in mission or positien invelved,
CP gontinued in Ealterhsrberg, Germsay at K929134 and there was ne
alterationa of pcaition of our trnpl in that vicinity. P Commny
attached to CCA.

b. On 9 Ko'nwbr 1944 the Squadron minus ¥ Compmy
rouevad by 2nd Ba, B98th Regt. 99th Inf, Div,, relief effective
8 - )Mudrm moved to assemdly srea vicinity Schoppen, Belgium
9 0’ ¢

L
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8, Om 10 Novembar 1544 Squadron reverted to Divisien
Yeing reliaved fyom CCE by ¥erbdal orders of the Chief of starf at

apprexinately 1000A,

4, Squsdren move to new losatien vieinity of Bupen,
Belgiunm goupleted 11 November 1944 st 1330A, O.P, looasted on the
Bupen - lMonschau highway at B26245, Treep O attashed to COR.

4, Assistance from Supporting Units,

a2, These gensistcd of other division troops namely CCA
sad CCE both of whem were prepared to suppert the Squadron in the
evyent of an enexmy bhreakthrough in this sres,

B, Yo special weapons used,

. 6. Coumnicatiens « Radio silence for tactieal purposes was
in effect throughout the menth, All normal eemmniestion by wire
and lizison sgents, _

7¢ Suprly :znd evaguation - Nermal,

a, The menth was quite incetive, there being no enemy eentabt
and the entire seetor generally auiet, Troeps were restsd and veh-
icular nmnintenanee was brought up to pry,

be A number of cwses of trumeh foet were uncovered and a
total of thirtcen men svacuuted beemuse of {t., A continudng effort
is Yeing mde to eduente the troops in so-called presventative msamives
but 1t is belleved that the ultimate solutienm lies in 100% issue ¢f
overshoees to troops.

SECTION III - Summary of Strength and Casual$iss, Wovember 1944.

d 8 b} f
Eeadquarters v 1 y '3 ' 1
Headquarters & Service Troop 3 2 78 N 2
Troop A 4 0 s 6 0 132
Troop B 4 -] 133 4 o] 129
Troop C 4 0 133 4 0 125
Troop D 4 0 137 4 0 133
Troop & 3 0 103 4 v) 99
Company ¥ . B 0 89 B 0 86
Medieal Detachment 2 0 12 2 ¢ 318
TOTALS 38 3 1.0 4 41 3 840
CASUALTIES (8B5%th.)
Xilled R 8
Wounded A 0 0 6
XKnowm Captured 0 0 ]
Missing o o o
TOTALS o o Y o o
- d e W

R ———
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 Boewmy Priscneres of War Captured by Our PFercess O,

EEGTION IV - CQQUHRTDING OF”IC"!'.%S Xovember 1944,

m&ru Commnder: 1 Nevemdor 1044 te 30 Nov-mber 1944 - MAJOR
SEORUR C. IENJAMIN, 023422, Cavalry,

U EBADSUARTERE & SEWIES TROCEPs 1 November 1944 to 30 Nevember 1344 «
"GAPTAIS PAUL 0. mmv‘“m. 01010111, Osvalry, |

PROOP At 1 TFevember 1944 to 1200, 24 Novembder 1844 » 1ST LT, ¥RZD
A, PORSGRIN, 01010173, Cavalry,

1200, 24 lnmmber 1944 4o 30 Movember 1944 ~ CASTAIN

.. sEneuR 3. scolr, 0306988, Cavalry.

" TROOF Bs 1 Yevember 1944 to 30 Nevember 1044 - CAPTAIN KENNETI M. .

. RAYES, 01010128, Gavalry.

TROOP Ci 1 Koveumhdr 1944 to 30 Xovemder 1944 - 18T LT, GRORGR ¥,
BASGUEZ, 01012910, Cawnlry., o

TROOF Dy 1 November 1944 to 30 me 1044
MC GAVL, 010170641, Cavalry.

TROOF B3 1 November 1944 to 30 November 1944 - 18T I, PETSR . .
SOUTTER, C101254%, Cavalry, T -

GOMPANY ¥i 1 Novesber 1944 to 30 Nevesber 1944 - OAPTAIN J0M8 7a
SCHVARZ, 01010368, Cawalry,

MEDICAL DETACIMENTS 3 November 1944 te 3¢ Xovender 19“ » CAPTAIN
YEYBR I IEDUNTHAGy NM& s Hedieal cmi. '

’

15T LY. EDWARD J.

. Iuolq- '

Inel ) « Unit Journal,

Inel 2 « File of Incoming amd
Outgoing Yessages,
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B, U VW, T SECRET _
: ;_3 =4 S s Zuthy “LEr 5?1:‘ AD iQ.Dce 44
SOz . A Date: 3 J, v 194 -
erfr) Inits ﬁﬁ” ,
g ?g HIADQUARTERS ‘ , o
5 S =85TH CAVALRY RECONVAISSANCE SQUADRON MECHANIZ D
Q =% : o
5 APO 255 . .
o |
2%%; — . 3 Janucry 1945
3 = & REPORT ‘R_ACTION AGAINST THE ENLHY
g%é References Par 19, AR 545-105,

SHCTICN I « The Enemy and Elements Affeeting Aotion,
1. ZIZneny Situation,

a. Estimate of enemy opposing force « During the reriocd 11 -
22 December 1944, the enemy held the smector opposing our attack with
eatimated two (2’ brttalions of 941 Infantry Regiment =znd two (2)

‘battalions of 6th Paraghute Regiment supported by estinsted five (S)

battalicns artillery and unknown number of 80mm and 120mm mortars,
At least one platoon of Usrk V tanks wes alse used by the enemy in
his defense. Ynemy wus well trained and extremely accurate in his
artillery ond mort:r fire and seemed to have an abundance of ammunite
ion, lMorsle of troops was only fatr but they were aggres=ive and not
disposed to surrender readily, :

b. Fnemy mnde lideral use of anti-tank mimes in likely zvenues .

of approseh end in one instance improvisad,miﬁol“gpt of 80mm mortur
shells., ZInemy was well dug in with overhead @over to withetand our
artillery. However in one instance after a heavy eoncentraticn of

- artillery he 'vithdrew from ris dug in poesitione under cover of d-.rke

ness althougt his gug in positions were effestive against his shell-

ing when we tock over his positions,

§, The enemy continnusly'poundod euyr potftidna with artillery

and mortar and interdicted our MSR, He wes very allergic to tonks

and the aprroneh of one of our tunks invariably reswlted in extremely
heavy concentration of artillery, : '

(1) Znemy air was quite active but seemcd content with
reconnaissance only and at a fairly high altitude due to
-our anti-aireraft fire,

(?) The only employment of enemy armor was estimated

one platoon of ark V tanks with about a company of
infantry whiech attacked our road bloek. At the beginnigg
of the attack the infuntry preceeded the tanks but upon
receiving our small arms fire, the infantry withdrew be-
hind the tanke which then moved up to the houses our '
troeps were occupying and ‘at very close range fired at

Y
N
the houses with 75 AP ehells. This proved ineffeotivea\ Q/b

end our troope were able to Fepel the attack by use ofp q!
small arms fire, anti.tank grenades aond artillery. 1In

.

{;‘j! IS

4

i

3




this attack 1t was found that our rifle grenade firing
from a range of 785 yards effectively pleroed the rear
plate and turret of the iark V tank but =z direct hit
from o 105 Howitzer did not stop another Mark V tank
but did econvingse the erew that it was time to withdraw,
The enemy made repeated attempts to bring troops and
vehioles past our block and it was found that 105 fire
partienlsarly of battalion volleys forced them to withe
draw. - The total damage te enexmy vehicles during the
pericdd of this road ¥Wlgek was the following destroyed:
one 1} Mark V tank, one (1) 8P gun, two (2) Half-tracks,
ome (1) traller ond one (1) Staff car, Damage to veh-
40les by artillery was not asceftained,

(3) Buemy infantry attempted = reconnaissance in foree
with a final mission to take high ground held by our
Troop ¥3*, The enemy force of getimated one platoon ate
tapked from two directions along a draw around the hill,
The attagk was launched at dawn after a heavy artillery
and mertay econcentration. The enemy was not very aggrese
sive and failed to follow his artillery closely with the
result that our artillery and small arms fire stopped
his probing at the seurce. No further attempts were
made By the eneuy to take this hill,

d. Elcu!nxs affecting actions Source ot most informstion
about enemy dispesitione was aerisl photos and PW infermation both
of which proved adequate, accurate and eom;lete except for loeation
of enemy artillery-about which very little sccurate information was
obtain~d, Diffficulty was ‘experienced in locating ensuy mortars efenm
though  the sound gsuld be heard, ZEnemy kept himself well informed
of our Jiepositid& hr 6bs:rvatian rrou high ground agross the river,

8. Terrain la‘ 1bathor.

a. The terrlia 1nvelved in our operation was hilly and wood-
ed and because of the wel gonditiom of the ground, use of vehicles
on secondary roads was difficult:” and éross country movement of vehe
icles was inposcible., The 45 Iitht tank.and the Carrier personnel,
=79 were the only vehicles that: oeuld bo ueod to supply the fronmt
line troops. . ,

3¢ Civilian populatlan.

a, There were noe civtllsul in tho area of our attack but in
the period before the attaoeck (vieimity of VanTegen) and after the
attack (vicinity Hoof, Belgium),  oivilian oirculation was diffiecult
‘to eontrol due to the failure of CAC and AMG to have a standardised
identification system, It was found necessery to arrest a number
- of eivi¥ians and take them dback to theiy homes to determine identity,
¥one of the civilizne ho*aver proved to be dangerous or vioclators of

any regulatlonn.
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8ECTION II - Actien.

1, 1 Decenber 1944 the Squadron was still in Division reserve
‘An vieinity of WUFEN, Belgium,

} : 2 Dooember 1944 movéed to new division uaembly area
,ﬁeinity mmm, Germany with OGP at 928355, D tr¥oop was attached -
to OCA and C troocp to CCR, Yo mission assigned Bquadren during per-
104 t111 10 Decembder 19044, D troop revertsd to 8quadron eontrol &
DO.GIIBQ! 19“. . .

De 10 December 1984 Squadron (minuse Troe:p G) moved to anab-
| ‘.ly area vicinity ELUINHAU, Gormany prepared to oxooata mission
undar Gcnttol of “h can.‘.lxv Grouy. CP at 039570,

Te 11 Decanxder 1944 !‘toop D attaghed directly to 759th Tank
'Battalion (part of 4th Cavelry Group) remsinder of Squadron (mtnu.
Troop C) attsehed to 4th Cavalry Group.

d. 14 Decemdber 1944 Squadyon {minus Troops a. D, ¥ and F
Gomymy) ecntral panses’ to m, “h Lmrcd Diviai on. Loeation of

. mw- W “m“b

- b; !l Moﬁn‘ 1944 Bqua.dron (minu- Troop C) having been res
llwod of mission by the 330th Infantry Regiment, 88rd Division,
neved to new aspenbly ‘aroa tt 'HOOF, Bolsiun (726800) , 8nd paaud to

o . uvition aontrol,

X O 31 Dc«nbcr 19&4 - Io ihmu
ﬂ. l!iuien.

' s, The general mission sssigned the Squadron was to siess and
hold ground -~ in the ease of Troop D eperating under 759th Tank Bate
talion, %0 hold ground only sinee it was already oclsared of enemy
(though still under heavy eneny fire); in the ease of Treeps A and B
to both seize and hold a seories of objectives, The remainder of the

Sqnadrcm {(ninus ¢ Troop) ueted in a supporting role to these troops.

% Troop C attaohod to CCR, Bth Amarad Divllion parfermd
: umnr missions under direstion of that headquarters tls objeotives
~ being tho tomn of mwzmma utd mmm. both in Gomay.

. 3. m of Aetion,

e 'rroqy D held section of woded nou east of HEIRHAU, Ger-

menty (see S-.3 overlay, 10 Dee 44) from 11 to 21 Degexber 1944. Severe
-1onn were suffered by thie troop dues to eonstant enemy artillery
and morter fire whiech ca:thmed unabated throughout their atay in

th!s sector,
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B. Troops A and B were initially assigned a flank security
mission for the advinee of CCB on objectives ;i1 to 3 (see FO#22,
Hq 4th Cav Gp, dated 10 Dec 44, and accompanying overlay). This
mission was ehanged and the two troops took part in the initial
assault on Objectives #1 and 2 and assaulted and held Objective #3
without support from other troops, except for tanks furnished by
81lst Tank Battalfon. All three missione were successful agoinst
moderate enemy resistance,

¢. Subssquently it became the mission of Troop A (minus one
platoon) to establish a road block at 103375 between the towns of
WINDTY and OBERMAUBACH ard to prevent enemy movement between these
toms until supporting infantry elecred them of enemy, As planmed
thie operation was to take one day 21 December 1944. Actwm 1ly the
Sow of WINDEN was not taken and the town of OBLRIMAUBACH remained in
enemy hands until 23 December 1944, Troop A maintsined their posit-
ion snd were suecessful in their mission despite repeated attempt om
the part of the enemy to bresk through and reinforce the ir troops to -
the South, The troop was highly commended for their fine performance -
by both the GO of CCB and CG, 5th Armored Division,

4. Troop C attached to CCR, 5th Armored Division., While fow
details are known eoncerming their metivities during the month it is
known that the (emmending Offiger, Trcop ¢ sucoeessfully commanded
a gompany of medium tanks and & company of infantry as well as his
own troop in the attack on BERGSTEIN when commonding officers of
both unite became casualties and for this action has been recommends
ed for the Silver Star award and for a battle-field promotion to
the rank of eaptain,

5 Troop E gave gensrzl support to the division attack from vice
inity XL .INIIAU until =n acute shortage of ammnition forced them to
cecne Tire,

6., Commny P supported both Troops A snd B as well as Troop D
in their operztiens, ' The terrain eonditions and intense enemy
ertillery and mertar fire throughout the entire sector preeluded
any possibility £ sapply and evacuation being carried on in the
usual fashion znd by wehieles ordinarily used for tle se purpcses,
The tanks of Couipany ¥ tock over such mecesszry details with suce
cess and throughout the action were able to keep the line troope
suprlied with rations, water, ammmition and other needs, They
also evacuzted easusltles to the aid stations, It is believed how-
ever that %weasels" would be excellent for this purpose,

7¢ Sinee arrival in the present leeation troopes have gone out
on dally reconnaissance missions covering the areas South to
MALWGTDY « West to LIEGE and North to HEERLIKW « fAASTRICT, HMission
has been to provide necessary prior informition for the advanee
of the division in any of these directions,

SRRJBED

- 4 =~
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8. Special Vennons used - No new or speclal wenpons were uded,

9, Cemmniention,

a, 509 redies were used by line troops sinee terrain cone
ditions m de it impossible to bring vehicles forwvsrd. Light tanks
from Company F furnished relsy atations to the Squadron CP. Come
muniocations were not satisfaetory on the whole. The batteries in
the SCR 509 having too short a l1life and the relay system too doWny
particularly when ealling for and adjusting artillery,

b Sound power phones and runners were also used bhetween
the line troops, principaly for lateral contact,

10, Assistanee from supporting units,

a, Outstanding in this category is the 7lest ¥ield Artillery,
who did » superior Jjob for us - their fire w:s highly aeccurzte and
effective ~nd infliected considerable loeses on the enemy as well as
drerking up 7 counter-attnck against our positiocns several times,

11, Use of Grenades, Flame throwers, eto.

a, Troop A used the rifle grenade with excellent results,
A Mark V tank was knoeked out from a distance of 75 yards by hits
on the turret and rear, Two SP guns also were destroyed by the
same method. The troops have great confidence in the rifle grenadsg
placing it even higher in their estimation than the bdazocka,

12, Suprly and Evaeuation - As stated in previous narrative
(see Co. F).,

13, Cnsualties

&y Treoovs A and E and in partioular Troop D suffered heavy
lossec in key personnel, Of the casualties = high percentage were
high ranking non-commissioned officers and officers. All three
troops have hd a difficult task of re-organization to do amd Troop
D will rewuire a long periocd to refover its former high standard of
coubat efficiency.

14, SULIATION

8, In these missions our troops assumed the role of infantry
and because it is nnticipated by this headquarters that this will
be the rule rather than the exeeption from mow on, an alternate
T/0 hoe been worked out. (mee attached 7/0).

be In an infantry role, our troope are seriously handiecapped
by insufficient manpower, The raconnaissance platoon is comprised
of only twenty-eight men and ome officer and even with the "new" T/0

o T D, ¢ (tan

GEERE:
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is hardly strong enough to perform typleal infantry assignments,
Also if all three platoons are usad as they must be for most jodbs
no troor reserve remains whieh we consider highly undesirable but
also difficult to avoid,

® Lo

6. Aerial photos were a great aid in preplanning sll phases
of the overations, When grid squares have been drawn on tley are
the perfect = mne of accuraie reporting.

4, ¥Medieal aid, -
S8TATECYTY BY MNYTR FRID-NTHAL, Qaptain, Squadron Surzeon "A major
evaouztion rroblem arore when the squadron w-s highly mebile, The
troops, operating on wide »nd distant fronts, depended solely en
the o ~id men attaghed and their single one quarter tom truck for
evcouation. In most instonces the aid station and its ambulance was
to0 fur away to be of pr-etical value, Thus long distsnce transporte
ation w = required in an open vshicle, sutbjecting the wounded not emly
to viclent passzge but to exposure to the elements also, At the same
tine the troop was bereft of all medical suppart during thair absenae,

Zven in situ tionsa wherc the reconnaissunce troops werc operating
in aress close to the eid station, the faet that the Medioal Detache
ment has but one ambulance with which to evacuste the total sguadron
easualt iss, I was loathe to use 1t for evacuntion baock to the aid
stotion from the troopse.

hen the squadron was in a static situction, dug in and under
morter rn’ artillery fire incessantly, peeps were found to be une
satisfuctory Tor evacuation purposes, No proteetion of any type is
given tre injured or the medical personnel,

when operating with a Combat Commend in o static position, I feel
I need a medical plan for evacuation tiade elear to me through the
Combet Commnd Surgeon so th:ut Imy relry this important informstion
to the troope. ’

In conclucion I suggest an increase in number of medical personnel
to twenty-eisht wmen 2nd adiition of a halfetrack ambulance would do
much to offeci proaizt melical evaouation,*

6, It wus found thut preplanning of suprly 1s ucst iuportant,
and that & represent tive of G-4 mmst be on hand at all times during-
the 2etion to co-ordinate between the line troops and the rear as
well »8 to keep an accuratie ageounting of status of supply. Since
21l items were delievered umder econstont fire it has been decided
that in the future they will be lashed to the delivering vshicle in
such n munmer that they ¢an be quickly cut and dropped to the ground
to be pleked up by intrenched trocps when enemy fire 1ifts,
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& Strongth 1 Dee
. 4 £

Headgquarters ..
Hezdqunrt rs & Berviee Troop 3 2 '78 3 2 758
Treop A é 0 132 4 o 108
Troer B 4 g 129 4 0 108
Treop © 4 0 126 4 0 127
Troop o 4 0 134 4 0 85
Treop ¥ 4 0 100 B 0 99
Gompany P & 0 86 4 0 86
Medical Detachuent 2 g 12 2 £ A2
TOTALY 41 3 843 39 3 T4
CASUALT IS (BB5the) 7 =4
Killed 262 %‘ v
Toundnd l o 73
Miscing 0 0 1
Captured () | D
TOTALS 1 4] 92

Enomy Prismers cr-?&r eaptdred by Our Forcesg 17,
GCTION IV - c,c'«mmm ovﬂm 5 « Degember 1944,

Sauadren ccmmnndm 1 Degenber 1944 to 31 Deoember 13944 - :&ejor
G«: 38 1}31 C I*sf‘f?i’.}';\m. 0 34"‘?, oamw'

Hoi o 1A 1S & SERVIGE TROCF: 1 Degember 19044 to 31 Dacember 1944 -
Captnm P UI. a. }?’EMF%I, 01010111, Gavalry,

THONF A ¢ 1 December. !.944 4o 51 Deeemdber 1944 - eaptuin ’»:‘IY&:?'.DLTR Be
SCOYT, 0306038, Cavilry, : '

THROO S ¢ 1 Dszoamber 1244 to BF Dacmr 1944 -~ Csptuin KUNTETH M,
RAY -1, 1010108, Cavalry.

0900 26 Degember 1944 to 3% Deeombeor 13544 - 15T LT, LOREN
L. VIi¥h, 01012533, Cav' 1rys '

TROOF ¢ ¢t 1 Decembey 10544 to 31 Degcober 1044 - 137 LT. BHORGE ¥,
BAUIUTZ, 01012610, Cavalry, ,

TR07° D s 1 Decenber 1944 So 1330 14 Degember 1044 « 187 L‘fvn m&W
Je C x"!“??, 010125649, caﬂ'rmo . .
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1650 14 December 1244 to 0900 25 Dccember 1944 <~ Captain
PATRICK J. DURNS, JR, 01010401, Cuv:lry.

: 0900 25 Degcember 1944 te 31 Decomber 1944 « 15T LT,
ED“WA“:: UT' q‘:c G:\Xﬂ, 0101::549' ca\v{dlry.

TEGOD 22 ¢ )} Deoember 1944 to 31 Dasamber 1%44 - 13T LT. #8745 .
SOUTT &, 01017549, Cavalry,

COTaYY ? 3 1 Deeomber 1944 to 31 Decembor 1944 « Coptudn JUIN T,

MELIT L WT.CHAENT ¢ 1 Decembery 1544 tr 31 Lsceber 1644 « Captain

WEYTT L ?ﬁl . WTHAL, 0425004, Yedieal Corps,
e/~
) M&M—

:.; E 6y BuBJIi Ll
‘ M CmV/lry

’// E;f#ﬂnd??@ ‘//

2 Incle,
Iiel 1 - Indt Journ: ;1.
Incl 2 « File of Incouing and
omtgeing ‘ercages,
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SRgizz


http:1:1,rr1l.Al

S g

g . ———4“"",7 T m—— o D
T e e E it . b o NRE Fh : -

- ¥ F > :
AR o _ ;;irL-: A &ﬁ y

gnth Ltr 5th AD 19 Dec 44
&t9: 3 I¥gbruary 1945
Init; Zﬁéy
HEADQUARTEBS : o .
S CAVALEY RECOFUAISSANCE SQUADROX LUCHARIZED  ~
DOWNGRADES % Yoz

Wm ‘ ' 4 TFeoruary 1945

R _ACTION AGAINST THE bNEKY

p—

e ngg_ was L

BECTION I- 1he knemy and ilements ArTecting actlon.

Ennmy Situation. - This Squaaron vot in contact.

fh% Terrain and Weather. ~.Jot material.

3. Givilinn population. - lelllang were gowerally cooperat-
ive but had not been well instructed on the rules gnd regulutions
governing their conduct ana hence were nela oy our road blocks on
an averags of six to eight per agy ror clarification of theiu
status. 4 lagk of an SOP for civiliaps in liberutsd couatrieu
and failure éf competent authority %o disseminate local rules and
regnlations[ara believed to be the cause for this difficulty.

_ & In the towns of Homvourg, Germenich &nd Plomoisres it
. W8S pecegsury for this oSgquudroinl To virtually wssuuwe the governuwsnt 2
of these couuunities in order to have a uwmiforw plap of govswyii-ont
which would permit civiliuns to continue their norual gu"~u1tu and ‘:
8t31l mainvain proper counteririelligence wewusures.

b: In thase touns too, thers wers over bCO carrier pizeons
in about 40 difrerent lofts. Lo ragulation of tuls systeu ol cou
munication had been institutsd wnd at the close of the period uis
squadron, on its own initiative wau foriuiabtiug o plan for regis— .
tration ard contreol or thsse wiras, tvhe plan tc e subwitted to
bigher headguartsrs for upproval. In the inwverim wun immediute re-
gulation was promulgated directing that pigeons will not be re-
leased irow lorts.

. c. Identirication of Germun nationals, evacuated to thsue
towns presented & problem usCalse o the provious fuiluze o enforce
the wearicg of the ellow Dru.isur.  LpoOt  checis To enro:c@ Tols
regulation were iupiociutsly lastisuted watlh goud resultd Lut the
precencs of Gerwman ngtloLQIJ 1o clowe proudnlty To trooyps wud
installutions lewves opon o Gerirlte loopnols 1. eite (GBiVe GOLLEST—
intelligence weasures..

pe Y
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de Black riurkel operatiors in 1llagal Sp¢rlts and trading
in U. S. Army rations and cigarettes was prevalenc in uwhe wowns or
Plombieres, Hombourg and Gemmenlch. Iv was evident that very little
or no attempt had been mude to stop thess oporations us civiliwn
enforcewsenv agencies werv lnadaguate and kilivary agercies ror
reasons unknown had not gcted. T'his Sguadroil at the clows of tue
period was investijating the problew and since warnings wlld 0r¢ers

. were inerrective, it wes planned to rerer the watter to higher
~headguarters.ror &action.

SECTION II - Action.

i.' a;' The squadron remained under division control taroughiout
the month, located auv Hoot, Belgiwu (7268C0) until 28 Januaxry wach
& move was made to & new area S“ or AACHLL Squadron Coumana rost
being located i the town or FLULBILRILS 7&7091).

be No supporting urits.

2. Misaion. -
as KXo mission was assigned the Squadron during the period,

unless the usual preparation for ruture operatloius wilu Lhs contii-
uance or training can be called Buch.

3., Special weapons used. - I'one.

4, Cormmunications. - Fotu applicable.

5. A4ssistance froi. supportin~ units. - lions.

6. Use, eic. - Ilionw.

7. Supply, etc. - i¥ov applicuble.

8. Casualties. - No wattle casualties.

' SECTION IIX - Summary of streunsil aud Jasualties, Juduuary 1940.

43za Strenpth 1 Jan ésgd Strvengta ol Jan

orf @0 E.  OFF  §O. I
Headquarters 4 9 . 1 46 9 1 44
Headquarters & Service 3 2 75 3 2 78
Troop A . 4 c 106 4 0 130
Troop B 4 C 108 3 C 12¢
'roop C 4 C 127 5 G 128
Troop 2 4 0 ¥b 4 ¢ 124
Troop E 5 0 9y 6 C g7
Company ¥ 4 o Bob o C &
liedical Detachiient Q o 12 2 C 12
' SY 3 744 zd J 3256
-2 -
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Yo cusualtliese.

wpery rrisoners of .ur cspturcd by our rorces:

oLl IV - CCLlAlLILG OFFICSES— Junuury 19435,

Tione

S%UQd*Uu Soriepdor: 1 January 1945 to 31 Januaxy 1945 - hador
ﬂﬁcu.xu; C. BLId 3 JJ-.LI 02!5422 Cavalry.

1 Januarj 1945 to 31 January 1945 -

“aytaln BABL C. P‘”unuOL, OlOlOlll, cavelrye.

YRCCY & Y L Jmudlj 1945 to
5C04T, 05C6938, Cuvalrye

TRO0CY? B : 1 Januury 1945 to
YI1EC. u, QloLz2sse, deuWrr

TRCOP C : 1 Janusary 1945 to
RLSYUEZ, 01012910, Cavalry.

JTCCJ L : 1 January 1940 to
GA*H, C101R2549, Juvalry.

BOO T : 1 January 1945 to
SOUYTER, 01012549, Cavalry.

3l

31

3l

January

- 1945

Jahuary 1945

January 1945

canuary 194%5

January 1945

CO.LarY Fo: 1 January 1945 to 31 January 1945

S5C.T:ilL, 01010396, Cavalrye

Saptain SEYRQCB B.
Captain LOREL L.
Captain GECORGE C.
157 LY. Buvallo J.
1ST LT. PLTER iu.

- Captalll JO;.U J..

iowlCal DUTLSIL.LT ¢ L Jonuery 19485 to 3l Jenuary 1945 - Japtain
sLYER FLI;QL‘“’&L 0425804, leuicul Corpse

< j. ;zOl e
Incl 1 - Unit Journaule

Incl 2 - File of Ircowing aad

Outgoing Liessages.

1}
[>X

iﬁi;

o
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. ERADQUART.HS
S8TM CAVALRY REGGENAIECANGS SQUAIRGH ZiCHANI
~ . 12 Daury 1945

;m«h x.-wn of Tromemittcl,

UM R B cm 01&1. Stk Armered mvhlu. ARO 285
gj}'?ﬁ . lzu ‘wlﬂl Asstt C Of 8, O _ 1)0 ’

;';ﬂ: " I seesrdsmes with letter, Headqusrters Sth Armored Dive
. Relem, sudjest: “Unit Citaticm, M dated 9 Jamuary 1948,
i prith s fmdtd yegemzendition for the foueﬁug organizate

ﬂﬁelmuy Reoconsiscanes SQuadren Uschenised,

, . Gi.coRox g;' BFTALIS,
b or alry
G& itlon cm;dllc '

A, B8¢h Cav Ken tq S-!Nl}.

e s L T




. WA Uaky . 6
FIi- T UNIT . T T . AMMY
APO %0

Ja Jamunyy 1948

Abjects Ualt Citation, French,
Te 1 Smpremc Commum.er, Allied Fipe.iticmary Foros, APy TSY (deim),
- THIU s Comm.m.ing General, lith irmy Group, AP 663,

1. In ascor anec =Ath the provisioms of leticy, Smprae Neuc. warters
Alica :xpecdtionary Force, file AB 20.468«) GAP<AGH, 5 ubjcel; "Ualt Cit-
ations®, cated 7 Lic mber mu._k. ano letter, Neacyuart«rs 12th Aysy Orowp,
flle 2046 (G=l), wsubj-ct: “Unit Cituticec®, 1 J.muary 1945, 4t ic r:eoumende
ed that the follusing unit’be oitvc im the oxders of the
Fregeh Armys

Troop *A", 85tk Civalry Rceommal: amee S uadrem Wechamized,

s Date and svmplote marrutive of - otlomsy

on 18 Desember 1944, at UBU.A, Troup "A%, 85th Cavalry Rescmnsl::ance
Smedros Neehoal ced, whose fighting streagth wus 132 ealistud mem, § officers
and X mediosl ald men, wae comaitiva to agtiom in the scoter directly esat of
KLITNAU, Gernany, Troop "A®" was a part of the fere: mude wp of the 5th Arwewed
Division plus 2ad Battaliom, 560th Infuntry Rogimcnt amd the 44k Cavilry OQroup,

The gemerul plan of uotiom wir t. clear thy Geymins from the weeded

r»mvaqcﬁc-g‘gt;«chgw;hﬁﬁ.aaggcoaoo! 8“
th: followlng toeis west of the loer iivers .1NDEN, UNTSPUAEBACH, OB:-FAANDAGN,
and BUGHEIN, Germuny,

Opposing our Sro.pt im thie sector were the following enemy trowhen

$4lst Infantry Kogiment eomsictimg vi & battallons eaoh of a
strength of $0U « ). mm,

a‘?na&#fi»lﬁpgyﬁnmon._ o« ovpnénlg.,ouar.
of a stremgth of 6): = 7. nem, »

e ¥ ¢

cotimuted L& battulivm: of Mgkt artillery and 8 batteries of
Bedius I.ﬁ.t...ﬁn coverin; ithe coOTpL scetor,

‘.n.

A5 o 20 self-propsllec, hish muc.le velocity, 75 millimcter
and 68 milliimvter gume, ) ,

retdma et ) compamy (L » 10 millimetsr morsurs) from an
Arey morter buttuliom,

e

-

AR unkp.:n ousber of aBti-talk gune, tulike an: & silidmctor
’MH-EP,.

ol e
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Inesy regimentul eommanc po.ts wirv locatid im KEHUZ.U anc IN M
fron whioh twe toxns the wmemy h:d di:juseu Ml forces so ag two d-fem lhc tusns,

UNTIMMAUBACK, GBERMADBACK api She high groum: slomg the Ko v idwer in the vie-

LBlly of these tor-ms, Wost of the snemy artillery imctallaviudy wer: ob the
east alce of the Foer River shere also 4t wis bellevwic the ch.my Ruc s it .ml
resstves inclu.ing armor,

The 85th Cavulry Recompalcsance . Macron M-ehimi.:a les: iro ps "%,
Spe, OZ* amd Ware: platosms of Compamy *F* .ue dc:dgm o the mis ilom o2 pro-
teating the right fl.nk of aa attaek by Combai Comamanc "B" on the B vily wo ded
high greumd 1000 yurus morth of UNTL ACHy shoulu the mutin oy of ttacking
tafuntey forees fall te attaim thair obj ctive the 86th Cavilyry K-oomnul: anee
Symacron Neohamt :vd (=) wwa to attask through them omto th. bjective,

The scotor of attack wa: pedsed wnd the grounc helc &n o ite of ¢
heasy poumuin, by eacay artillery «nu mortur:, The cavalry tro pe, with esvilry
weapans, hid fought as infamtiy acro.s 0p¢B terrwdn ofbo tholr obJrctlive,

Tarough ut the night pluns were oo rufmutid for sn sitzck by Troups
of the "B5tA" e thc¢ following morming, The obJeotdve wov t. be 4n thur woeusc
hill-tep (#288) 2000 yuris east toward th. river, ftevua mculum t.bks were plaecs
An smpport of the i uscros,

At 080 A8 Dedcmber L¥4- the atiack Jumped of{ lcu by five tumki ob
shioch mem of the third platoem, Troep "A" sere moulitcd, The resining plaiv Re
of the tre-ps with Wose of Treup "A" lcading Immediutely o whe riir of the Lanke
scre deplayed 4a depth by platioms, with §) yerd imtervils, A: th troops suweo
W the village of BILSTEIN the tamke spr yod the winco.s anc doers, [Remy soatiom
=8 from Whis flamk bui Shure wu: nuhe, Novin: onto ih: ob)-ctive
the treeps asaw bout iU enseay retreat from thc WLl orcst, Tem <niny iafantrymen
had b ol the M1l for the purpoev of coverln; the »ithdrawl of <vout &
plate.as, Of these tem, five wers kilieo @ five sicrv tukem prisomers, The
speed of the asssult aoross th: opem te:Talh hid routss the co sy =Bo & ro armed
with rifles and 1ight muckine gums,

WA Troup *AY ocompyinyg th right svetor anv Tio p "BY the Loi'% &l
Rk Degan to &g ia replaly, By th U=zs moct men Bhoc auy theg.elv . = for hole
the artiliesy begad o poumc thelr pusition, Liittle ovadlacl: gover wuz t- be had
from trec anc atr burste begcaure time cle &t wllow com:t:ucciom of roofs for thelr
heleg, KA saught out-sice of thelr shelteri atvem.tipg to cul timb. re wers sure
to du & shall frageoat casuuliy, Im epite of this, curing the eftermoou an? :vene
ing of the firat day most foxm. ies wore p uvieeo with overhea "1u.6 ohe earth,

08 17 anc 18 Lecumb.r 1%« two couRmtvresticoke wiors lownchic by Wb
.-y sgaln t our posdtion amd th wrtlii-ry ane mottes fiie wis Lnere.cs! in tempo,
The fii.t counter-atiack bu un &n he morming <iyiiht b w , UL 2 &) to ob
eachy who proled cur pusitioms sewem were cuptilics . Lt L were kills¢, In
the scoond couRter-attu«ck our tru.pe fouae b6 - o Gy the chemy withia 5 tu 2
Lot of vur .utpo:its throwing h no gruizui e an unyilght essc, Jther. st.oeu,t. d
unsuccessfully to c.ee in by way oi th. firc trenoh but they were #ic, pvu Uy Sur
@ griBedcks The emtlire sttagk wa: unsuceco.:ful becauds: i W «wcurite fire
which oawght the @y in the opom, whu drove them back wo.n whe hill, r puns
Kliled at leact 30 to 15 of them, ‘ﬁ

w f e
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The emoay wrtillory wus ter:ific od:im; the 17, 10 anc: 15 Dec.mber,
Mortar: § imcd th: barruge on the 17 Uecember ani shulls were comstumtly whiot-
ling nc smashimg around end om top of the fox holcse Thelr artlliesy was oxe
Ar-pcly ccurste, On ome light wschine Jum emplacem nt form 7 by teo ‘welicdhes
shoping 2 "V" stexay Rits b .gam to fall within b ¢ tem foeet, OMe m-a wus 8
sach leg o the Vo Th- Rit. came eloser und sivscre Finally ome round smushed
Putesen the .0 Wr.neh &, splimter-d memy Qog: ame caves im the sides,

At aBother imitimee during the eurly st.ges of the cshilling
oneny abell :wruck cirectly im a fire tremch, /42 & Tesult vRe Ml wu: cumplitely
dismembered, sevel othirs were seriously and slightly woumded,

Hewwy woods Ruc Gower-d H.' 1op whed the troups B.d selzed the
looation, By the tiv. :he Belling h.u comtimu ¢ for 2 or b days the treqs were
batiercu b splinter ¢ wnu the erest offcred Do aXbrous eover or songealnent,

Nely ui the wors hastily comzciuctec for-Boles hid been strusk daireet-
iy, the logs splimter.d, smash.d am. the pleces throwm hish iate the air, Come
stant ounding by the barrage oa betier comstructed dugouts .id not huive mush
effcet w06t S0 jar the ocoupants,

It seomed that Shelr pooitdun was futed 0 Dear the bruatl of every
Guinan jlece of artillery -ithim thr most ¢ tieme r.nges, :very sl ht or
obvious movemmit of troeps in the entire s ctor oppozite WINDEN to UNT. MIUBACH
was sure tu draw & mev uaslaught or thi: prouin-as hill ponities, By a elo:zely
estinated goumt 4t was Jdetoraimud that during e six hour pericc om 20 December
1944 1500 cneay shells hac burst withinm the ares of an acre and ems helf, A
flcla artillery formaru obserwer estdmated thet U000 $0 $0U0 roudds burst 4a
thl: sallc area in obe duy,

Trous "B*, curimg the .wrio. 10 lucember 1944 to ). Deocmber L¥44
sufierca 1o casucltios inclu.dmg wde (1) kiiled, Tro.p "a", quite odviously
more mor: saml:d tham Troep "BY, hac a totul of Bk mun eveguated as casualties
from the lime unc three () killee cu:ing the rome pezliod,

At this piimt 4t secmec that the m.r:le ol the trocps w.e at th-
brouking - imt, ivem the il stuady h.ni: wire tremlling, :vem the most ox-
perielce: an. battle hard-ned wsre Begouipg tremen. usly weary, The guiiiing
tusk of dying thore aanc taking such s stuacy, tpemendous oun.ing without the
relief o0 gottdng on tholr fect an figh {ng buck sac sravimy to Be estremely
nerve sh.ttering,

Them, at 1335 on 1V Drcember Lluii, Tru.p “A" war givenm & mev a.:siem,

The mudm sy 1y route Bd only ro.d o the chemy %o rednf oo his
troops ot UNT NAUB CH, "B' w:UB:CH and BGH: Ik, {iom ~IN" N ama Bo:th +as the
highw.y fmscdistely gorth a ¢ weet of he Rhocr idv.r, This hishway we: a d@rect
artery fru. (IN--N sou B tc UNT MAUE .CHe Thele w#er - emery h:lo gar.ie-ns o
all of th xb.ve acntiom ¢ tu.ns, This highawy wiae o vitel link, 1t belng vory

such ln cefiiade fyox our pozitlicn: $o the morth,
J
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Gur gomeral plan of actiom war thiss To sslac =ll ui th o t.sns,
anc by ¢ ftly severimg the Righway betiowm Ik :¥ anc UNT 5 UR M i ,:+v nt
reinforcencats, be thay trocps, weor, asmunition, or fa:i {r.s re..alu. the
olony at the main poimts of eontaets UNi' . UB CH, =B 7¥.Us CH enc B 3 I,

Tro.p *A%, lus ome platoom, wie L. MOV sourthaest sb.out 1.
yards, over amc du:m c stecy elMiff-like preciplce, upc t: podie &0 B use - un
thic M dwuy, Ihey w-re t. hoia uum us & Blook agednst LY ou.e i . n oAy
evuld thruw &t them, Whon UNT (MUBCH Rec DecB taken thy coul b rell v o,

Prisoner of sur report: later indlcated Wit UNT #aUB O wne b5
hold by 14dst Infamtry hegiment, sbout 40. im stremzih, It wer o peeloc oot
mknomm sunbers of eavay guu: ¢.uic be brought w Buxr n tho o1 40 oo bl .ok
froa asros: the hoer River, H{ b ground fmmeclately sauth o0 "h rive . coan nde
od th: polmt with tromencdous acwant.ges, T

16° F“

The ehomy controlied the etotp/pn:dplce goug whi:h Tro o p "a" hud to
procesd, thers Delng low, tangled underbrush eomplsicly coverli; thi. sl.je
giviag wnteld advantages t0 the Germuns when they migAt com,.l. tely cut or'y he

Treey, ohes we bad galmed agces: % our po:itiom,

ere ovwlo be o evaoumation oi the wounosa Lroz bn bl ook o it @
MWt wpoctod that there soul : be .ny puccitde commnloation or -upply - o L
cemmunication Xy radis,

It sas 0B the 25 Degember 1844 that Coﬂ)nt Commun: ™4™ i t. toKe
#INLEN, the 2mo Bastaliom 3:0th Imfaatry Eegluent wae t. tuke UN ¥SUB 71, ta.
4th Cavalry Squacrom sas to $xke OBIRMAUBACH, but the «1iv. wu: t. be hin: - an
the suppusition thut the Ld8h Cavalrzy Jquaarom wouls firot take s toizn o1 B Ve
REIN to setthe stage four farther advances,

IV sas on the 20 Legomb T 1¥ds thal Tracp "AT wnr 4o xelae  the 3
Dlook am¢ hokd firwly ustil rellewsa frim the west, It wme antici. t < tha
Troop "A" ol Be eatir:ly rellevic suscti ¢ on thet same cuy,

A forc. of 0 emlirted mem, 4 olilzers .p. 2 atiich - mcl- 1 L
Ber dopsarved Iroc MLl «i58 at M8l & vecember Luiiy Thedr wel n £o1 ik
li..a.’lm # re ar followses

Yol rifl-s 4th adayt. ¢« Ly growmado Lasun-h re
submachine uan, (@=2)

Carbines

el riflas

Li. At muchine pun:

Orepaden

sptl-tunk gramudep,

tvgzmb

_ This foree hud exdev ¢ op ¢ "K" rutlon o1 uwy for the pre lag
4 Qys, Th y <ere o @ i:t on 1/: %KY :ation: per ooy in he wubi w o  aye,
They uarri-o Bs blumkete,

Of this entdye foce of 485 wmn am oifle v L heo 1 o lv betile
sounsy slige veoupation oI blll p:be op 16 Dec.abix Lb.4, Lui huo 600 be n wvee-

-‘-
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The: ..rkB e vi We cardy woobiuy w0 o srovio. the sower [ @ the
n Valic. s If th ilpe oi .Bomy ouipo.t. wlong the wo ded prooiplee e uld be kept
imoraat o1 e movem«BY ol wouds g0 weily The tr..p Bov.u lo eolusm acp i
& PLLe ahiops wway froa the BiLLY: summit until the hoac cua Lo the o8t ¢ “es-
ceRty, Th re¢ th.y woered o the Left sbout SU £+ ¢ then boom Whe desc.nt  dowm
W Glopee They Bad to m.Ve slosly B cxutlou-dy - «v 1y :t ;o soumsc @ ciuse
encugh Mu: tling anu saafiling oo roek v Bruoh o xloot cnomy Jutpo. ts wi:hia
a wlls, Butl B scat.ot vun Bacs, .

dhen &% the Base oI e ous.elb Lk troup aplit ini. [ upr syuaus,
Two squacs fru Mee wWartors anc the «nd Platucn sere L. swlie une osougy the
large Botst Boar R Xoud, Tw. aguade £r.on the third pl-to 8 wre to seliv amc
cvoow, )y the -meller huuze Larth.r {ros the ruud,

, cheh o Ar LU B MLos aavelicen OB a Bouce Loom Lo el el una upoa
veadching; foul. Do ecouyanls,

Immediately aufeser « T+ set U 4o cach Rouss by outing gu .rds
at all «ipcowes amd doore plus ops m.chine gua post din Wb . i lhe Trop CP,
It va otvicus that o@e walneratle w:ictu: war thudr resr, t. the north, which
Wow com fioon vy Uke etesp ellil, cudy » muwt.r of liv to 15U ysres from elthe:
Boa e B R iRDALZY ouulds eccuee wuch tr ubl- by oll din; abouve the porlilon
o thic hils, e ver-d by Brush .au bouiders «md snipimg frow th re,

AS about JT6 sevem Ou:m.a infonlry stioiis .aot the B use entir.ly
wbilvious ol th. camger, #hen they wwrae ulr ctly 4u front .2 the CP they wores out
ao.p By rifls fire, Threc fell «hess W y wersy Th. OlBers r m tOo th wull which
sar Lo Liont oi the Buse oo ka2t ther , .

#A nvmy wellele, s« Lo out fuil-treck swmsunition vehicl: touim; am~
ather Deaan . L, spproseh « fr- W woiuy The mom Dehimc the stome wall waved
wownrnin edgmel the ardive: to ctop whore Be we: bul thi: wae to no avall, The
kv s oevo) s W wehlols adrestly o fyont Lt e CPy yrmochin pum it w the
Ei.kl o x ol Lhe CP set the v hiele n wmsunition om irey Th . yiv r s kille

. by rifls fire afterhe goutl Out of the v-hicle, Thenu sue vi our men b.une-a
predsces a7 dnct the tdoo ol de wohicle fidrdy lnwe the fuces zf the 5w e
bshin. th ..ii, This geldonm kiliiu t-o, Then one of our riflenen cro,t zroun
a fo o fes foet weat vl the Tro p CP, Mere k. cdicuvrrsd, shot «pc killec
th: r = . luing t4u G-ImaBe,

At U750 am en- y sbui. ¢&T oc U i by two BeB wypre ch=¢ from the
wevby  cl-n the c.r vl wltado oo oy ord. iU Was cmoulro Ly s burst ol mechine gul
buio v, kis.dm, the drivir cuc injurin, b otler o cupunt,

Thimgs 2 re eum xatlively (alot £ 0 u tloe, but si emewy saeld
sa-nhoo - owaber 1lpc o the ba. @ At U the CPy  cuter spred over L floer,

At ut Q0w thy fog Lifu G oane ot of th artilicry »=ne ste pou
Ve #lboxtl-1r (B w.oTet die B o th o liloge bt spr yoo ue Lronoun raut
ix  n cra o, voiloamo, Howewer Wb W L oapc wxplocim fhedd. b onl o grot oot
voqle. 0 cneay lndatiysen SR Li-o v chpce Loclidons oL oLg . B eroe @
he s 3 e et oo the SRy pidlomen oty oat the i oon snlp vy Fi)‘.h
g3 o el cly ub «¥ 2y A Ry Whi. o By Thrie tu fiv. @ rs me w.vanco. w. the

e b o 9
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Tosd I3CR th. » 5% .Ou sttompt 2 W oshi e £rw o bue XU L e o ~
1. yards frea Wac hounesy U osn eniper. killew st L bhr - at on o icim
ﬂm.

AS BB sl SRRy Sulk 9 selfepiropellu. jgum aull ¢ w, in 4idd K
a comman img hill across he Fhwer at.ut JO0 yares to th .uthwast, Yhr.
sirect Mita .or: regilstered om @t sccom. sty .o the CF m.o oo o0 our con
woskilled dn tuntly st bl post, By this gap, . & W i oouss o to L, but &t
was thorvughly ventilate. shem tde buriug. floudly lifved,

AY 3500 the emcmy sttack ¢ An r.oico . ith wrm s, Ap.rv laat Ly oo
infentyy, 2 Baxk V tanlks and ome Bali-truck &p.rouch o frum airoctionm Lo I6 oy,
aprarently ia an effort to reinforce th. gurri.oms t: ihe wout,

Oar racdo eperator oadlca Lov arwlilaxy ou o Lro-w olimete o o dnt
on a omwe im the Blghwsy 4o Wb patn ol he atiuok, The elic y o1 soveu
past th: .stiliery conocomtration  cimt :mc still we hec lad Bo mitldle 1y sw o0t
At thls time am adjustmsat of fire wus eall < frim the luic 8 CF Lo ke Troop O
ehere th padle was in eperation, Th y hac to sofu.t end shollcn b rabge &0
that fire eould be brought doim the rouc o the wort,

Me first Mexk V ooy 1o ch ¢ wionly «1ih woout 7o dnlntry b oodn 1t
As Lt ap,rocchea our wrtdliery b an _ounalmg Juet off th rs o b the o ¢
the saemy, Again the artilicry corvectiom war shoutes frow o houe L. il
oth r, Wl rulyyed aver the radio, Th:re wut 86 Lok clote ea. Ch,

' As She first tunk pac-ec by the plut..n P riil gomeoeo re flr. o
Lrom Both Boussz inbe the rear n tur:et, (2Ant 4 = se. sk lch M), nore

were at leacth & hiis, Later ims.c tiom showe: thel the gref.dee Mot blo.n the ‘
tamk gwmn:xr L. biis, Yh: tank suimun er scragdbleu dut i the tur ot aB. @ .

Xtlled L ¥ rudd, TRe drive: ot cut but wi. < uli-¢ «hile rumning & h-

roxd tosurd the uther Oe:mn ¢ nis,

By this t4 .« the iniwmtry B veloyo€ wers . the vroburs o .ot .r ibw
thist piato.8 CP ot & lime ap roxdimately L.o yar<s lomg, Ths third pl-toon L uae
sr h:arc the cpa tonk gomm nee fling -.then th hou v sho Kk o pl oo raiee.
voam, Two meB wers injur.< by the RE whelds, H  oraerca «ll mex or nle platoom
o l-ave the smnll Bouse wi: o W th. trenoch s in th back yard, H k »i une
euvr,u: 1l with hiv in the h w. e, The cnumy tosk "B cu. < oy o um  oll sur
BB hic lelt the houiryy 80 they began o aowance rood Ly cn th  L.toon 02 -
with ope officwr an. ubo emiisted wed insl ¢ th houce, #-wp.hile th: t.nk hoo
fired threc rounc: directly imt: :bBe hou ¢ fp an f1ort ¢ 2 v owr frowpury =0 .edh

The offdcer sn. wan £i:vo ar 3oul.ly o yo.clil s Thels ¢ st wore
dn the o, B wnu cuming 1B i: 4, wB enery & oo Wrd . Lo eet w8 buoodka, .
r'flc gren.ie to shelr sl st broke thet u, in.tontly, Three Goim ne o0 ch e
fur tv th rour uf e hou e st the busw ot whe slo.s B koo tocdr ochoAac um
set u. ,rporoo b 4w, A 2ifl.oe kill -« J11 e Wl th o o the ool

The <hcky wepe kiiloo e £00b 0 they chary o e reoaohet the wxlle
but werw shot th yu, UB: B 7aB uw,. tu « hoie dm ke w 1L, jum o into th
Bouze anc rule c hl. gum Lo idre, but be wus RoU i th. b b.r . be couls
Jdd th  srigger, ‘

0
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The alluCk w.w Tepulieuy, TR-I wrre at lewt 66 W & shely oduc WP
t this &L g im the battle, z2tr:wm L0 e fliic anc B W roud,

The remmcnts & Use eBeiy fore. gatheres about the rocobd buuk Fogr Wpe
ing to stt.ck ag.dn, Swdi-emly .ur artiliery plupyec - heavy shell “irecily .B
the (ink ab ot which the :nemy were guatber:., This compl tely uemorall.e: \hedr
g0 m¢ ut. ok bk whed soveral moye Foumis ludued O cv thelr L sses b-ocame toe
BV Py L LM.

The artillery acju.tm-at sas the circot reswit of accurate correctiom
glvp aftor uhe dndtd.l roumce hoa mde:. 7o thelr advanolng target,

The t.mks were facuG sbout rayfuly an. th: vialoclos amc a8 r tirsg
arvut the bemd tuwars JIh -,

Th: totuil eb my lo: ex by thls attick wre & tU- %, ‘p.llu iz prisomers
lock d in the barca ot 1 th: platoon CP,

Both h uies «.r burnin; .m Sheir wpper fl..78 w5 & result of the Suak
£ onu thic GuUs#u Buch com-veimxti.A aBa took tlwe o e-tingukh, The third
platoom CP Durkcd for about b urs B forc 4t was flnully put out -Lith sami B
pluuter,

Ar saswaltice fu: W oy em-ubted to ome killed ama four woumded,

Thit emweming -~ carryin: party wa.e Lts way sgudm.t smell armé and worter
filre of emiay outpost. Behina the CP tu thy poritiom ame 10 mimes were Brought iu,
plus omwanitl B «mc "K® rutdons, ’

Jne oftdcer . two mom laic the. ¢ aincs ia fromt o1 the Troep CP amaggst
th- em-my e uipmsent am. boil-s liyine B the ro¢y Th.s together with the tamk '
ulle burdes. out vehdcles formec & very effective block 20 th: rocu, Thure w.re alse
booby traps laid to th reuyxr of thye CP to ;rcvonat fntlltration from the Rurth,

By the vmad o the dwy B0 WOy Or »i.bt wes Bic o0 the reiiovin. forces
ati ockdn- UNT:#&..UB ~CH,

du xl December 1844 theérs wore po culolrted efcmy stiuoks) there was &
contliuwisy agevelo, iy velge f -n oy aniyimg rom the acst .o Borthwest from a
vlet mee ot baue L. to U yards, In ac.itdon gpo:nide Reavy sridil ry dropped
~ithim L 1. 1b yards of the teu h user, .ne thy uwh ut the entlrs selge the onemy
Uz =f 00 dvely & small morter, th u.ht w be even sw.ll -1 6 culiber th.z & &)
oi . ideotor mortar, ’

u.in; e gay, sbout elew n encmy - re ppott.o in an dnfiltration to s
ou: o aru a8t 0 the Troop Gommana Puit uwir a o p rice uf sewersl h urs,
nemy SR 3 o« ve kiilow Bmear the bose o the procdploe; memy olh ¢ robable
klits veve r dd ¢ r o b hing o Baystack o ,Acvaiby, o sa:ll r«u brick bull. ing
dbout o ¥y rup nerthe. . t,

vuring the vay our oun artilicty ehellew UN' % UB.CH b.avily, ales,
Urow thic v. . block Commaliu Po-t our owbservsr pputtes 1 to 22 cniay antering a
sooden. jurtiom o tne nd B grouns dircetly aere. the rivr, U,.n requuit & terrdfie
srtfal vy o unding -as glven o eBLET aTuw i 8.Be ao v RV BURL hou B A Boted

in o B uTi o preViOUSLY . .
. i
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our osm Amfamtry forces cio m.t cleam UNT. M:UB.H un thi. oy on ur
teBls reporteuly retirec frum vielnlty of that town t. Lhe bich gr une L. ine perth,

. UR . December 1844 thire wep B 1% Uy An the cunilovcuo pgor. i tince
of the enmesy spipers, It was on thiu aay that & dayli bt «usuly perty et at.0
t0 § ace thelr way to the traoep, Thu purty f efght r/ .ohca th« Dotiom i ih-
preciploe, Nefore aavamcimyg scros. th. opem fi-l.'to th. troep CP ft wu. e¢oeloon
that thres wuull remsin «h: ro they wcre ol gover iLBe aav:mee ol the oth rse The
Lirst £ive atiempted o run £ the houwee But ome cae shot an killec by tie simist
Aspasiable hafl of saiper tiie tiat mct them, Th. oth.rs rveschoeu th CP whlie the
remaining thrse Wrn.d dask $0 walt for curkn .:, H wewer Bey 2i  roturn suce
sessfully vuring the how:: of darkmess,

In ome iastunoe u light tank utuu@; from the Squaqron CP st. mpl- o w
" run Shrough BIL.TiIB toward the Rroop "A® p .itim, ‘mesy anti-tank guns rovl o &
blosk tuv Mais spply route ;i it hod Lo be abancomed,

Daring th: Llaite afterno.p guarde 0 th tru.p GP couo. ser our vanke
ani Anfamtry An SET:RMAUGACH amt by raalo our obserw:-re kopt that att.ckim. furce
well dnfursad of the elely moves mb: tt the e.ul rm edge of th: towm, Hw:ver thure
was B ceBbact made with Troup * " until s,proxdmet: ly 2100 noure whea the first
aquad of the wellevimg infumtry arrives’, huving com cowd into th v liny by the
smme route Tro.p "A% huu ured,
! " Fimally, et mlcaight i December Triop "A® wué rellewr olic they begum
the trek up the cliff tosarc th (yuaarom ".misamd P ot,

The easvaltioe for th p.rive el - «. lve mber Lud) war one kill o,

four woulk:-ed or imjured,

The cBemy Ria B..v BO lest el edght &oparste attomste Lo brin; supulise
and roeinturc.m-ats imciu.ing armor weel. tosire ONT  NAUB:7H, The iwct th v reln-
lorocmuBby and gapplies Bever rexched the bilesa ur o encmy btroops ot UND ¢ s IR
ani cuuzcd e gurrcmder  over (02 Gcimal Wooge wir thoitec toby sov o rni O reem
Pri.caers of war wio statea thut they het roe iv o as cupplies nor veipy oo menve
since taking over the towm, In faot, & premtu: shelldn,; { UKY: 2 B OH by the
Germznu «bile thay, the -n my, still ocowpl . (he towm su: attribute. @ raiiu e
+f comaullcitioms boetwesn th: garrl:.m am. bBigh r ho dqunrt oz, that tua, RO G.ubg
occasioncc oy our rvad bloek, & th-r ¢ffect .ff he ro.i bioeck iz t. comtadn ti
forces flushec from UNT % UBACH by wur coorddmat ¢ aciuck, 5 tar Aay at . m. ted
t> m ¥ eact fros UNT “XaB CH he »ue B-bt iy our flre no <ty o by we o7 forcew
to r-tura . W towm Wher be el uwe Lt o lth by ow fooo Lo o1,

Mmr positlea at the row bl.ok lse meblic w ) et ot SPY ReRY BOVea
ment uscruv . : the Roer Fdwer, p.rticul.asdy .o the hich hiil ir ctly o, 08its the :oux
Bo s.r- wble to ddreot offective artill vy flro .o the. s 3 o131 me, oriviug 300 ths
enciay th r:, This hill w.u- obvi usly belne use uy “h nomy s an stoorvation
sost from which to ulrect urtilicry,
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£y Pro.og:d cltations

Troop "A*, 85th Cuv.lry Rocommalssance Lcusdron Mechomizco perforn.d
contimuous act: 1 extreerdimary heroism in G.rmamy -urin; the perd o 1§ Lecember
1o4. te 22 Leoembor 1944,

arin: o se1dl ¢ of attaoks eantward from KL IMH:U, Gersumy onte Mgh
groub. B.1th of UNT [R:UJBiCH, Troop ®A' cuhiblited & remarkable adaptability to
uismowmtea imtantry t:.ctics .mc wcre¢ suoces: ful in selsure of thelr as:igmcu sro-
tor, hil) #2624, In spite of & Vcrcdrflc bar:age £ en-my artlllery asc mo:turs
snc two Jet rmlne. couni: resattucks fro.p "A" held fiimly their scotor agulnst
overwholaing en-my fire pow. r for u p rlov of four cays, Om 18 Lecember 1944,
after hovimg suff rec 504 losces, th- troep was us:igned the misciom of pemetrate
ing to the rear of the ¢ my outpost uana sev.ring the edumy?:s muin supply and
rciniore ment route, The Tro.p, with 21 of Ats fighting stren th slightly woumded,
succes. tully cut the supuly route amd est:bliihec a Blook of the rosd whieh th:iy
hel. tur thite coye wh reac the pluBied operati.n wbticipatec « relief for them
du-dmg th ol U owey, elthough the tro.p sas compl tely ewr:iouncea by stromg cRewy
foice. th y veclsively . fotet o comcert.u tunk-fafuntry attack thrice thelr
strem, b wsing to uels ¢ the cRomy « apods Bo Bure pow-rful than amti-tamk grenudes,
fhic small force of 4 ufticers and 41 emli: ted mea was respon:ibl: for am effcctive
block which cut off lurge cn my forv.s from thelr buse of supply uli greatly faew
fifttia the capture of thece forces am. the ssctor shich th y helo, The trousp
h 1. the rusu block until fim.lly rellicved by oth 1 frienuly forces, The Ber. iss
an:. fichtiayg ccterminaticnm o5f Troop "4 wilil b o etirting e¢xample to xll amd 48

in accordsnc. with tho hfghest tracitiom: or our arm o forces,
. N L 4

COURTN®Y H., BENDG G

1 Insl (eketoh) Lieutenant Jemernl, U. 5. Army

Conrdinding,
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HRADGUART Rg AND BRYIVE m 1 rm 1945 50 29 February 194.5 -
e.pmin PAUL o PRI U508, mm " Ww.

L PhogE ar FMW“&’VW’N-—WM&M

03 ER, Canalry.

Ty By A B nws » |
01013555. h Wy h » MN Mm Mf.m I mmn,

P Gy 1 Febtuary 1“ ’. “ i'm w h %lﬂ!\ G- uﬁs He Bik '1353
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M!Yramym 1eb L EHARD J,

e oom 17 Fobrmcy 1048 “» rm 1965 - 166 )te TRELS Ko
JHER, am:lm. Savairye

U gmowe By 3 tM 1545 o 8 February 1945 - 168 Lbw PETE. K BUUETEy

01017340,
PR Py umzww urm:m.wmz SEPALS,
81010%4, Cavaliys ‘ ¢

MHULGAL DETACENGREY ,lF , mnurmuas W&m
b b AR o T W‘m

mlc. mm:m.

; m“i u;m Joured,
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», * ' > )
Dy
: e L (—" Q i- -T- -_— as mo - Sl
(;L:x . AU’?:’{S fj‘r bth JaD’ lzj Mar 15
e oA 9 Aprdl 104%
/4’ / / IrIT % !

/ HaDWAKTLRE ‘

852H CAV. LKY RrCuhiaAlicakd LQUALBFCR &.CHAKIZ D MO
APQ 255

9 April 1945

FUOET AMT R AcCiOh AQs XN 2 1{
tTnaay e T 4 'DOWNGRADED TO:
_ . t :
MR- CLASSIF ;
lo' Campuign of GlHKANY ' BY AULQﬂ'CQE‘ G&!u VED
be Lesses in Acgtien
Yok _#
1. rersennsl GNNE -J-ﬁe:;__(v____ | jhtifh
Killed g n K
Wounded ] 0 é
Capturea o o8
pture : -
S roTaLs X '3“ 4"

2. Vehioculsr
(a) Csr, armered, k'S, No. ¥-6032632, was hit by
enemy urtiliery and eorpletely burned.
(») OCur, armered, 348, Ho. W-603410B, wav hit by AT gum
4_ " and absndemed, ‘
ﬁ?/ ! (e) Cumiriage, meter, 75mm Hewitser, k-8, lo. H=40%26%%,

A ‘.\\/‘500\

hit mine and was abundened.
(d) Trusk, 1/4 %en, 4 x 4, Ne. W=-20150956, hit nine aerd
was abandened in the fuce of un AT gun, ‘

G Oeommendere:

SQUADRUR CONMMARDERs 1 March 194% te 3. MKaroch 1945 - Lt. Cel.
G OR%. Ce BUNJAMIN, 023422, Cavsiry.

HEA v JalPebl AL SKRVICE TROU.'s 1 Mareh 194% te 31 March 1945 -
Caytain ~ UL Q. PuTriiON, 01010111, Cuvuiry. :

.06 Al 1 Haweh 1945 te 31 Naroh 1945 - capseim ELYMOUE B, SCOTT,
030‘938. Gl'llry.

THOO” Bi 1 March 1945 e 31 March 1945 - Captainm LUK M Li VI ‘OND,
01012532, Cavalry. : :

PFOU° G1 1 Maroh 1945 te 31 Mareh 1945 - Captaim G-0KGE W. BASQUES,
01912910, Cavalry. |

g




PROOP Ds 1 Merch 1945 e 1200 13 Karoh 1945 - ls% it. Tiii 4.8 Re
JOox<t, 01012338, cavelry.

. 1200 13 ¥srch 1945 te J1 March 1945 - 18t it. FD ALDL Jo
MC GANN, 01012549, Cavulry. .

2.Gus Es 1 Mareh 1945 te 31 Merch 1945 - lat it. 1T K. sourt T,
01012349, Cavmlry. »

cOANY P31 karch 194% te 31 March 1945 - Captuin JoHk ¥} BOH« A1 By
01010396, Cavalry.

MEDICAL DETACHMELTs 1 Mareh 1945 te 31 Maroh 1945 - Captuin MEYEY
w1 ek Hiwy 0425804, MNedioul Qerps.

de Attachments - Nome,
Assiguments - Rone fer the Squadrosn as » whole, Troe;s
A, B and C, however, assigned tegether with ene plateon of asssult
Siaa euan (B Tree)) te COA, COB and GCR respec¥ively, until 10
Rareh and after )0 Mareh 1945.

8+ Bes may and overlayse.

. L. Ammunition Lxpenditures,
s

&1 Squudron less detuchuents expended me ampunition.
2) Recerds are met availsble feor expsnditures of
detached elements eof Bquadren.

!? The aren ( = A, B and 0) suw ne ucticn as & unit dur-
_ ing the peried. srier to 10 Maroh and the cenietion ¢f operstion
»gremade® 85th (=) wus in division reserve with no missien aseigned,
other shan general ocentreli ef escupied sreas., For sctivities of
sree,s with the Combat Commands during the yerlod to 10 ¥aurch see
attached report.

Frem 10 March 1945 te 30 March 1945 85%h Cavulry lLecennsis~
sance Squadron wes givea the mission eof socuyying sr area vicinity
vI“iciN (see everlay ,

The principul towns (less VIZKSEN amd DU KEN) were gerris-
soned and & heuse to house sesrch was made throughout the srea for
enemy seldlers, agenta, wea. ons ahd ether war materiel. Traffic
‘bleoks were set up to eontrel oivilisn und military treffie und
the area wus patrelied twenty-four hews s a day.

31 Moreh 1945 maw the Squadren minus Ay B and ¢ enreute
%o oress the Rhine,

{li et ap;liounle
2 " ™
3 »
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For a @sseriptien ef the prebl £ " "
see Statton‘i. | preblems of “ogeupatien

he OComments

sO0TIO0R : : : A
R )} (a) Meralss The merale was gemerazlly excellent fe
" %he fellewing reasens: ¢ v oxe Tor
| i+ JMail mervice is beceming mere gegular sfter
' the Qhxristmas package rush,
2+ All treeps were billeted in good buildings
when Sactioslly pessible, -
Je Var news en all fronts affccted ths merale te
the geed mere than any other facter.
4. Satisfaetien of haviag se successfully aceem-
. plished the Reer River and Coelogne rlain
eperatien was equally Ampertant in the up-
swing of morale with par 3.
- - (b) Disoipline: There were three (3) cases of nom-
fraternization tried befere a specisl geurt-martiasl and
‘one (1) oase for whieh & general ocourt-sartial was recem~
~ medded and has met yet deen breught to trisl. The speoial
court-martial found all three defendante guilty of frater-
nizatien with a German eivilian,
(21 Reinforcements: Huve weaeived seven officers and
+ y=threes enlisted men. In general the qualit{ of all =
Ras been very satisfuctory. One $roep cemmunder in parti~ -
eular stated that altheugh his reinforcements had net beem
intreduced te cemdbat, all men classed as 733 (sarmored car
erew member) had a well rounded #raining sc that they ceudd
- be easlly adapted to all pesitiens in the recennaissange =
plateen. The rate ef return ef fermer members of this uni%
frea hespitals has been satisfastery. B
(3) Awards and Deceratiems: One award oceremony was held
during which twe silver stars and three bronge stars were
“presented by the Cemmanding Gemeral 5th Armered Divisiens

- éEOTIdE II ~ Ret igplicablo.

ﬁEGQIOﬁ III - novooument.

) ‘BEGTION IV - Supply end Haintenance Matters,

No comment. HNe outstanding or umususl ocourgnoes were =
reperted relative to performance ef eld or new equipmeny: under
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battle cenditions, und me anhaual supuly situstions
egcurred,

SECTION V - Clvilians,

Nanngenent sud contrel of civilian pepulution between the
Reer und the Rhine preved %0 be less treubleauens than was anti-
odputsd. Generally the oiviliuns werc paasive in their resotion
to our ecoupstion and ufter a few dai. becuxe ulmest ceeperativs,
Party leaders above the rank of bleokleiter had departed fer purts
uniknown und in mest cuses takeh party records with them but re- '
liedle informants were found in mest towns se that questionadble
persens were quickly placed under surveillanae,

during the first few days, & stringent curfew wus enferced
but this preved to be meedless and & omyfew frex 1800 e B700 with
cireulatien cexfined to the lLandkreise was put in effect with geed
results, : :

Gevernment ef small tewns was left in the hands eof the
incunbent burgomeisters wih assistance in cuses frem the
parish riests whe wers mest ocveperative, Reliuble civilians de-
signated as villnge policeman preved to be energetio in their
enforoement of eur regulatiens, .

Displaced personnel proved te be quite s prodblem, Seeing
froedex for the first time in yeurs snd indeetrinsted with a ther-
sugh hatred of GUermuns and Jernany, displeaced persennel were in-
clined te beaene fresbeeters with ihe Jermans their prey. It was
found that by previding thess meple with shelter, foed snd ade-
quate guards plus persuasien now and Shen fom the mussle end of
standard U, 8. small arms cenvinced them thut $he cerrect mede of
behavier was an erderly one and that this Army would pot counter~
ance any leosing, plllaging er generul disorder even thpugh the
viotins be our enemies.

Astivities in ocembing the areas for weaspons, demelitiens,
pigeons, radie traismitters and eongesled Jerman ooidiar. was

sarried en without sny resistance on the E:ri of niviliuns and 1t j
is felt shut with a few exceptiens, oivil geeperuted to the :
fullest extent in cemplying with Shese erders. '

The feliowin,; eunses are illustrative of the tzpo ef prodlems |
whioh confysnted. eur unit in the maintenance of sescurity and olv-
1lian erder in Jermany: ‘

l. During the first week of oceupation stores of enemy
samunitien imcluding small arms, grenades, artiliery und varieus
types of demslitiens were feund in the ares und were uicked up by
supyly sectien in erder to foressall tne use of uny ¢f these nesns
by civilians fer sadetuge purpeses.
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‘ 2. Om 17 Kirek 1945, & eiviiien Anformmnt showed oup
010 agexis ﬂu leon Lol an underground selephone eswble whieh

ran through KREFLD asress the Rhine, 7This wad ous and iuafor-
nation of it lecutien given te Signal persennsl.

3. On 23 Nareh 1945, 20 feur yronged motal "tire atabs"
wore found in & vaoas$ house. Invess hn revealesd that shey
had besz ieft bohind by Guraman mum t she eiviliiun owners
weres inneaoent of their extissense. %u- ssada” we:e eonfis~
uud and turned evsy % =3,

nm:‘m night of M Hareh 1945, ous of our putrels
ok had bean strung asress the ruad in the vile
lage of VENNE, %The Srip MM:!MIW!MO%“M#
seress the roand But 414 ne damage. A inves tion mads
by C1C led te the ssuelusion that She ics tien wag ;e hnbl
Ml‘l’“wvm onuel as a prestisal joke, It i »

eunt to note the sourse of investigatien tihe advil
soepurnted 100 peresns, beeosuse of Lfear of reprisal by the Uy B,
Army. The mﬂ ?:mm Jerszan psople hnv: xo: ::- nildituyy,
8 respeot i Germany » Bhould wo umgumt
It 48 LolS Shat 5 Yoaation t6 the om of she armed servioe i
svumu.umhmmumu. Ee A¥my,

5. During she eried, over 80 Ue 8. Army enlisted mas were
apprensnded and tureed sver te thelr respsotive commgnding offisers
for fraterai utu sivilians., These BOR were mostly fron sey-
vige units whis w&nﬂa had not sonvineed their of She
impertance of seourity in Qermany. IS is felf tha$
becauss they have Be8 astualiy fought the Jermans, that it is
diffioult for melk of sexvice unise %0 develop the sreper msntal
sttitude., Yor this wesson 1% 18 believed sShat acre tf:- and effort
:ﬁ%go&mummmnnm unite en those

L » ‘

The tc}.lm conslusions have been arrived at as & re-
sult of our opuradishs as sesupying treeps Quring the peried.

1. A firm, esurtecus militely enfercexent of reguistions
htuMmtmumnum eiviliun pepyula ﬁ‘n.

2. replauning fer the Om af dis 4 pewyvonnel, ab-
eguats guards and an immediats ux:::dmuun svurse foy
all displaced persennel sheuld s mm an Souk a8 prucotieudle,.

3. Constant and setive investigation by OIC nte of all
pessible sabeteurs muat be made 1in all areas ceoujyied our ferocs,

4. 3Security training of all Army units, insluding servies
unite should be 00 . o oo

a “s" g



' Meved te vicinity ef Hardy.

- for entire

l. Treep A - Attached te Oleat Command A.

a, 26 Fedb 45, attached te UCA., Preceeded during darkness ef
26-27 Peb to join Cemmand merth ef Hetterf eressing Reer River at
"Iimnieh, Germsny.

be 27 Ped 45, - Previded right flask security for Command and
liaisen with CCR. Rejoined GCA at Erkelenms,

Ce 28 Feb 45 ~ Continued flank seocurity and 1isisen with CCR,

o d. 1 Mar 45 « Pesrformed liaisen mission with GGR, 10204 and
-~ 84th Inf, Div. Ona. platoon guard for Oemmand traing; Meved te
. east of Viersem.

0. 2 Naxr 45 ~ %hird Plltoon acted as advance guar& for 34#!
Tank Bn. Firet and second plateons 1‘1tialli right and lef$
the: liaisen witl 102:4 and 84th Inf, Div, oved %o Hexhoefe and -
Krefelad,

£, 3 Mar 45 - Regonneitered sssembly area and rentes for
Command and perfermed perimeter defemse for the might, in the vie—
inity of Viusm,  CP leosnted eme Xm south of Tenlsberg.,:

he 5 Mar 45 ~ A% 0130 assigned mission of pregesding te Brimk-
hof te pretect left flank ef CCOR., At 1000 reverted %o misaten eof
olearing enemy from srea Yiusm, Sehaephussen, snd Rheim. Treep
eutpested line approximately 1 Xm seuth of Lintrort for the nighs,

1. 6 Mar 45 - continued aesigned miassien, patrelling reads,
sduinistering Military Governncnt and Qvaauatiug dilpl;cea plrila-
nel, (P meved ta Rayen,

jo 7"9 May " - Same, ‘ i

ke 10 Mar 45 ~ Relieved of assigned miscien at 1!00. lsvol
to Veanheide and reverted te Squadren consrel upen oloaing a&rea at .
npproximatei{ 1:22. Secend Plaiooa Treep E attaohcd te this tzaop
L ] &=

2. Treep B - Attaohnd e eonhnx G‘Ilsnd B.
2+ Route of advende of C6B -~ tlhlrtlly Hettox?, Kltson, Brk-
lens, MMuwinishlen and Reydt, .
- bhe Oressed Roer River at upproxinatcly 2300A. Biveusoed
in Hettor? that night., Xarly next merning given missien eof pre-
teoting right flank ef G0B ~ whe meved eut shertly after this treep.
0. Troop B previded epnstant recennaissanee en right flank of
OCB. Mission was te soreen advanss ef Cemmand anéd previde timely
waraing of enemy resistanee fyem the East that might bheld up an
armered advance, i.e., Anti~%ank Guas, and enemy armsr mainly.
This mission wes extremely diffiocult the rirct.zwo days due te
Beavily mined aress and well placed Anki-tank guns, however it was
ageenplished te the gempliments of the Cemmanding Officer of CUBe
Boresning and pretectien em the flank allewed the Cemmand %¢ eon~
eentrate on the frontal area enly and after the initial break-
Shreugh the sbjeatives of CCB were taken in fast order. Twe vebh~
1onlou were lest to linoc and onc to .nti-tank fire bdut oa-unltiol
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Were light and net gserisus,

4. 7Third Plateen Treop E attached to this treop fer entire
mission, .

3. Treep O = AStached te Oembat Cemmand R.

a. At 0330 en 27 Pebruary 1945, the treep with the first plat-
oon of E Treep attached, was given the missien of marking the reute
frem Prelenderg, Germany threugh Limnich aeress the Roer te Hettere,
Germany fer the advance e¢f Cembat Cemmand R. Seuth eof Hetterf, the t
treep received erders to recennciter an assembly area feor the Cem~
mand, This accemplished, the treep was erdercd by radieo te est-
ablish a seourity screen along the East beundary ef XIII Cerps, W th
erders net te cress the Cerps beundary except en erder and met te
extend the screen farther Nerth than the 70 grid lime until erdered,
maintaining physical sontact with the leading element ef the left
flank of the XIX Cerps. This screen was established at 270600 Pedb-
ruary 1945 maiatained until 271600 Pedbruary 1945 when the treep
was oerdered te oxtend the screen frem the 70 grid line aleng the
XIII Cerps beumdary to the tewn ef Wey (¥051737), remaining im this
pesitien umtil 282500 Tebruary 1945; thence markiang the reute »
threugh Erkeleas, Gladbaek-Rheindashlen %¢ an assemdbly area 2000
yards Seush of Bards., At tShis pesitien the treep was given the
missien of resemmoitering bridge sites en the Niers Osnal te preo-
vide a reute of advanee for the Cembat Cemmand. Frem the Canal the
treep continued recemneitering and markiag the route threugh Viersea,
Sushteld:, Oedt, Kempen, Euls. At Tenisburg the Command beocams
heavily engaged and had teo fight ite way threugh Vulsnheide te 1000
yards East of NeuMif@okfeld and became degged dewa, because the XIX
Cerps would not allew the Cemmand te utilise the resds threugh
Meers. Darkmess having elesed in the Cemmander decided te wait un-
%11 she moon oame up befere eentinmuing his attack. AS this time,
032300 Mareh 1945, the treop received erders teo recennciter fer a
oress eeuxn reute %0 Repelen. On this miasien eme plateon en~
countered stiff ensmy resistance abeut eme¢ and ene hulf miles Nerth
of Noukircherfeld, lesing cne efficer and feur enlisted men, The
infermation sbtained by the patrel influenced the decisien ef the
Combat Cemmand Cemmander te pestpene the attack until daybreak.

b, The Combat Command fought 1ts way through Repelem inte
Or-oi en the Rhine, The route frem Rheinkamp to Orsey being under
enfilade fire, the trecp was given the mission ef recennciter
an alternate reute Shrough the weeds East of Repelen, The missien
was acoemplished encountering emly small arms fire. That same
night, 05 March 1945, the treop was erdered into Or-oi te nctuf a
soreen Nerth ef Orsey to secure the Tamk Destreyers at that peint,
One Plateon was used to establish OP’s in the various large build-
ings and ehurches inm Orsey te direct artillery fire en targets eam
the Fast side ef the Rhine. Twe days later the 295th Infantry
relieved the Cembat Command amd the treep marked the reuts te 5%,
Tenis fer an assembly peint,
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2. Whieular
(a) Gar, Avssrad, 18, o, B-OS8000, was ahandcnal due to
oy sthion,

g
(€) Tvwdls, /6 S, 4 B &, o, o Va8 domaged Sepemd
o B e S R e
() Twaek, }/4 tom, 4 & &, Ne. ¥ o WS abendongd due %
(® m....u. Yom, 6 B &, Noe NelO4507, vas adeniened due %0
(N) Truc, 1/8 am, & 2 &, Moo VDTN, was suptured by the
(3) Tws 12) Tretlers, SEPs 3 ten, Boa. B0 et K008,
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» A r eor .
. " % .
A potdiside .

ﬁumymw oivilien eliewmen whto were
inted Yy this Mbhwum--‘ummh
EaiTbeaanie of gamersl eraers

smmmu»muarmammmm obayed
mm;mmuwm Theus wave disavverel on ien from
ezlamd kmma} aisi the oiviliems inwived were wied W Miiitary dowernsumt

o BT T S iy e s o
o0 e s ]
ofﬁ.&ecitymm .x this wmit 1ol

Gernmn mti~lnsle % Yo amteliomt faformptis eand cave uaum«a&-t
nforpat i to erresh o0 who wre nmwmm-umu.
ﬁsm'mnof*chaam?“ had 1afd the area Wt in ot loars
tuo oaton, inor ey 9 mm‘mmmm+wmwo
m.@mmtm

Puiing the period displesed were less troudletome then in the pre-

vious gorrth,. The extwdermes of 1ideredion having dfed dom ocnzidersbly ad

proper fo-d wd shelter heving Yem provided, digplaned persormel mo longer looted
mﬂ in nost cases seased Shelir migratim, wrarently now ostent to sit and wedd
tor ovasuation through mormel shannelge

A 3obal of two lundred eighty-sewm primners of war wre talom, m:st of
then stragi;lers wamgtxmgormm in the ares.
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SECTIGK VX =~ Re.urts frem detached Treeps.

l. Histoery ¢f Treep "A" (plus the 2na “lateen of “recp "=")
frem 31 Mareh te 27 Auril 1945,

Un 31 Ka:ch 194%, Treop "a" wuae asgigned t¢ CCA and sro-
ceeded tu vicinivy o Tarup (RA697703) tu the eotmand’s sigs by
areus. The cemmand wus actiiug irn divicelen reserve. The troep wot-
ed 1 lisisen and useisted i the movenent e the cunnand te the
vicinity ef lendcer, 1% becume neces:ury e: & iril te select &
new route. A Trevpy (minue the third ylateorn, which wus puint:ine
ing liaieo:. wits division hexdquurte v wuld ancther coomand) moved
quickly ever the new route, lecated eneny resistunce ,irned them
down ard guve valuuble re_.orts which enudle the cummund to quickly
elicinate the etroeng ereny raesigtunce i: PYiltrup and ebtuin w
bridge head over the DJortuundi-~ims Calwl. V.on cornitment ef the
aopnulni, trooy A vwee asely. ed the niewsion wf jroeteecting the nerth

Llank unti.: the cuirand was in pesitier te cress the cuneli. The
trocy then hed the misslaen of reconnoivering reutes se thut the
ecnparnd couid rejoin the diviedon, 11ttle enemy resistsince wueg ret,
Phe troz., Beearsd s d npuarked routes w. d ugslisted the cummand in
it’s move %te the new wsoembly aryew nurth «f Herford,

The trocy reusined in vieinity of Wittel (DB 6688968) feor
five days. {7 the meruing of the ninth the trou . preceeded te lec-
ate reute 7 advulice wnd uesiated the coernpund In mevipg te viciniey

«f Ingaeln, iight reeistunce was encountered.

O the tanth tie Lreopy wue assly:ed the miesicn of mdvance
guard und of .ecuring & route to and u crossing ever the (ker Iiver,
The troe . moved guieckdly on the uwmission. Cecured twe u:ildges sult-
able for the curru:d %o erces (vie of which She ernuny withdrew from
after etvau . ting to blew 1t wp). The truep then reco:ncvitered
routes snd .spenbly wreus fur elements of the ciumu: ¢ in the wvic-
inity of Xetein (RX8623). The treup outyosted tie .crircier of
she cowmmund fer the night,.

A% daylight on the 11 April the traoep ,roceeded nerth
from Meine %t seoure & orossing ever the Aller Cunal wind te nuke
sontuot with CCH. ‘

This was done asguinet light resistance tiv missi i wus
then echangsd because the roud net at Gifhorn wus net cultable te
scoopumedute beti gumbst cemmunde, The missicn uis chunged to set
as advunce gusrd £ r the cuvamund s repletance 1 creouved ihe¢ treop
wu® relieved aund assigned the miseicn ef patre. i: the ¢.lernaeu
ronte of zdviice and wssis%v the 34th Tank Batt.iiun i keeplng 1t
o.8n. This miseion plus the mission of assisti:; the 34th to re-
jeir. the balance ef the command aentinued during the Felliowlng day,
In the vicinity ef Bruchuu (RYIBB602) 1% was necesswry for the
troey %o bacovre heuvily enguged with spproxi:utel; 1% enemy
infunt: y ¢n the east flank of sthe reute,

On the morning ef 13 April the iroo, wus wsaig.ed the
migeion of ,roteotii, the command’s rewr (3) sod right (E) flunk
whidh it sttacked nerth. .

»
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Par, 1, Sect VI, cent’d,

The treop ret stiff resistc:ce i viednity of [ tuffelde
during the day. Staff Sergeunt _irg, ‘oting latuon lewder ef
third plateun was captured. Direct 2Umm and artillery flre were
received s asmodioally. On the morning ef the Ycurieenth the
troop was aasigied the missiorn of Jatrel. i ard outyesting the
Elbe Hiver within the comrmunds beundury, maring the night ef the
fourteenth the thira plutoocn was forced te witharuw frem the town
of btufreiqe(nB 661532) auring a eu:certed Jerman ceuntersttuck
ene quarter ton wus knocked out; one urmured car wos damuged end
hudé to be abardored. Hurin; the fifteenth the miesion centinued
until a:-reoximately 17008 when relieved by the irfeitry. The first
plateon met iimited resist.rece in it'e mdvunce ulong the river
nertih: of Arneburg (kZ 888614). No Germans werse allewed to erees
the river in our scre.

During this phase of the eperuticn a pistesn ef light
tanka wus attuched to tie treep. They eyerated an out pest und
acted «g u meblle reserve. Pirward observer ettachec tc the treep
¢t this tive picked out und eliminated several $urgets i:cluding
st ereny srtillery battery.

The treop wus relieved sut s oroxdrately 17008 1% April end
preceeicd to uew aren vicinity of Mannhsuse: (1Y 373302). Here the
oommuid was to be dn Corps rsaserve, ohemy pociety required thet
the cexmand he used te ell inate thex, Tihe trec, receu eltered aund
geoured routes for the conmu d te move frow vwicinity of Bannb: usen
to Knesebech (BY OU8518) in prepuratic: te mopy. gng up u large wooded
gres, The truv. outposted the compund’s ares and co:rtucted friendly
units te the nerth, Upon eo:yl tilo: of the commuid’'s miselen thoe
trecy moved to erndlecnbrene (XY 160515) urd out.ested the nerth
section of the command’s new areu,.

Un the merning of the 19%h the troe; wuas relieves of
attachgent te TCn wnd asplgusd o CCBe o eontact coulu be nmude
@na the treep O with tine third plateon us uwdvunce guaurd te muke

hysicui contuct vt w. roxinatel; twe miles northeust of Brerme

fﬁg 1755%00), A celumn of Zeur iark IV Sanks, one lurge truck ard
one srull trucxk oressed eur p th from nurthwest t¢ southewst. Fire
wap brow ht o the enewy with-ut success., Contect net belnyg rude
with CC3 inforwetien was trunsmitted drnzediately t¢ CC. by ruadc
and by mounted mespenger to 85th Cuvelry fquedron. The treop then
reverted te (Ca’s centrel,

The treo. wae then sesigncd the missiocn of recenncitering
srea nerth of the cembat commends assembly ware: und gcreening the
north flank,

Jurdng the night cne seetion ef thne third pleteon kuocked
out & lurk IV tunk with un anti-tark nine und cu.tured the orew.

Ui tie mporidryg ef the twenticth she $ree;, plue & light
turk plateon, muved eut on the misslun ef reco:incitering un sres
and selzcting & route of undva.ce for the cormnund o1rd gecuring
lire of departure fer tne commund’s attouck the following duy. The
line wus seoured, infeor::.ticn wee quickly sent buck und reinforce-
ments were gent uy to helyg held the line. Juring the night the
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enexy attagked with srmer and dismounted troops. the sacond
platesn and a married platoon were foroed to withdraw frer the
town of Widedst, The lire of departure was held surficliently se
that She commond moeved wy promptly and Jurped off we schedulied,

The %reop then ascted s liaieon with tho 29th Infen t1y
Divisien and CCB and provided flank receinneissance jerthe udvinoe.
The nigzht ef the Plmt the $rou; Wus capiewycd a8 perimeter aefwnaa
in the vicingsy eof Klenase (RY 165869),

The treop centlnued o 1%s misslur ef flunk preteoticon
¢r. the twenty-saconde. Upon arriving in the vicinity ef Tellerderf
the treoy recomnevitered and gecured reutes of ¢ dvance wiki sssembly
areas Tor %he units of CCA.

On the merning of the twenty-third the trvop wus assigned
ne migeion of establishing wrnd uuintainin& obat vution jeets en
the =1be river, Pighting wes much fiercer in the morning and &
lurge nuumber of ,riseners were breught in. PThe trooy toek 147
origerers includirny sever efficere durdn; sne dny. Three eoutpests
ware estublished en thae river,

Or she wmor:dng of the ftwerty-Tfeurth the troey wus apsligned
the migelen of evelqcvii ruutp f«r the gornun: %o return sfter
relieve %o the vicinity ¢? leine (EX 9:5240) wu:rd 1o 1ocornciter
the cormund?s ane"bLJ .ypa srel ponlet the cemmn:d in mnvixu there,
Thie wission was cor:leted i she swenty-rifth of i .ril,

The trov, noved ‘ron Retenbuttel ¢RX 902280) to Broeckel
(R 685383) en e 206%h . 1 reverted %o Squuadren gu:trel,

Dardng vie sntire egerution scoend plutecn ef 3 Treep
wags aituched o tue tredpe.

41l Treoep ebjectiveg were seiuctad to aselst the ceormind
in sohieving it’s misuclon.

Iremy defenscs were 8potty und etirff when encouniered,
dauther «.s ldeul Tor fuat meving eparitlons.

xnemy skiI¥fully used hie weuyons and perseunel und naie
gxcellent use ¢ oumof.age.

cur men were in geed physicel convitien wid were engir and
wogrespive under fire and &fter corntirued strenunus mianitnao
Success in 811 risclsr is seor-ditted meinly to aooreseive

o

Attituwde of all wen of the treou. Theyhed the winning cerplex.
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2. Narrative en History ef Treep "B" frem 000l 30 March
te 0001 27 april 1945, -~

Treep B sesigred to Combat Command "B gt 00018 30 March
1945 with Third Plateer of Tree: I attuched., Jeined £73 st MHule
hausen (A0405) given wmission ef leadinz genmnrd Prar thut noing
¥ Urldge ever kniune hiver near Wesel te Mumster on tu corntuot
any treo;s this side of Munater - Original plan was %o hove twe
platoons from Treoy U je dlrsetely inte Hunster that night and
reconnoiter two routes threugh kiunster feor the Task Foroe ef CCB.
However, at Apselhaumsen (A7866) weat of Yunstar we centuoted
Britisn whs nad reusched ihat peint and was engaged i« heavy
battle in that town, e then spent the nijght in that area and
next morning were given mission eof finding & orossiig of the
Dertmund -~ Eme Cunal south of Nunster. et CC3 who had buillt
& bridge ucres® cunwl., 7o then went Xerth, meoting swre eprosit-
len and a hewvy Tight at Hilrash (Just south of ‘Jurster), One
Ban woee weukdad 1n this engagement and adouts four oruunekilled
by eur small arm fire, TResults e U Treaz; fire uzknown bBut Hile
reath wus quite heuv.y defended au it guurded the apyrosches te
the lurge bridge scroes gunul at Yunster. Hissien wes then
chan 2d 1. eovme buck to C0% erossing and fingd u route for the
commari te be i sesitiern to Bleck ell reosde frun the esst $nte
sunster. TFirst letoen wio given miusion of pretecting left flunk
ef the cevmmand &ftevr twiing nerth frem the canal ceresning. Feet
ef the troep led ©7B. First platoen at Telgute (35 0874) met wvone
regiptance Lut were then met by a German eofficer with white flag
(V=59) who stated that large percent of hils trecps were wounded
and disgusted and wuulid like to give up., But thet there were alse
vther treeps in tewn and he 4idn’t know 1f they weuld surrender ey
not. Bel teld iz he would huve to purrender town er tike cense~
quernces. The efficer then suid he would eonfer with the ether CO,
Five wmirute: after he left su fire concertrution hit the pleteon
weunding twe men a nd knecked out ere armered car. Td cone quarter
ton vehicleg were dlsbuanded but recovercd st dark, ar hour later,
Heartime, the copmand huad given orders feor rest of trovp to ge te
Telgate and sesist B~ us thie oity centrelied s«ll mpuin re.ds east
ef Munster. Third pluteon leadinyg kneooked eut four Jernmun vehlclee
and abeut 35 priseners were tuken en way te Teljguts., PFirst pleatesn
had withdrawn and secoend plutemn then leuding regeived A7 fire on
entiring Teignte frem the Zast. Treocp then retired eunt ¢f the
town and etayed the night Auril 2nd. Myrsut and third plateon verked
with Task Forces ef the compmand meving eust a:d second platoon and
hesdquarters moved north to pret+ot that flank «t u crstle wn this
route, which had beern u German C¥, about 20 prisorers were tuken,
A half-truck left there ¢to pick u. 'riseners was swamped with them
and later before they couid leave they had one celioneli, ene major,
twe cuntainas, twe lleutenunts srd abeut 20 pluir soldiers. Three
of these were wounded w::d & emull hespital was set u, with the
German Kedlcai Celenel in charge. two ampututions were mrde and
next day half-truck orew set cut tv find eoneone friendly, twe days
later this was aceomplished. ,

Meunwhile, the secend platon ef L Trosp «nd hemiquarters
eentinued on route. .t Gillderf which veemed te be the only emcnpe
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reute from Munster a large ameunt ef Jerman traffic was met.

E} and B2 at this tewn knecked eut twe moetcrcycles, eix trucks,
Swe 75mm artillery pieces and generally had a fine day. Frem
there they moved east te the next tewn. They were met by the
burgemeister whe surrendersed the tewn with 1CO0 prisoners, all
mexbers of the hespital. Prem there we meved seuth to met the
Semmand, At Jdazrk we were purmlliel vut west of them wae wlie,
They weare heavily engaged and neer the place we were to meetl
them we alse were, Peur men wereinjuried and twe sne quarter
ton vehicles were lest. This was frem basooka and small arm fire.
Pinally met OCB and were given sut post jJed fer night at Beding-
hausen (B3787). |

April 3Ird we were given the minsion ef seniing semeene
inte tewn fB3789) te sec if eneny still were there. gfght before
end that day, all day, as miserable rein prevailed and cenditiens
were Bet toe good, Bl and B} traveled with the Task Force. Bl
going well ahead and taking abeut fifty priseners snd naking jed
of task force strictly a march. B2 and ¥3 plue hesdquarters sgain
werked on ihe nerth flank. Decent going for a while but Juat seuth
of Nelle (4101) met dismounted resistance - killed twelve germens
and teek six priseners, two of them I3 trecps. Traveled east te-~
ward Bunele en way cuptured a traln and destroyed engine, Train
gonsisted of four aars of 88mm ammunition and three cers of 105mm
smmunitien,

Joined the command at Rehnie (WT7402) just nerth of Bed
Ceynhsen. J8tayed in town snd had first night’s rest sinee oress-
ing the Rhine. Iext morning given mission of finding bridge secross
Weser river. B3 communded by Staff Sergeant Stevens went with
Task Force A tuv pass west of river. TPA held up there for three
days. B3 teek sbout fifty priseners &nd locsted seversl AT guns
fer the TF. :

B2 plus headquarters meved north on main rez4 en west
bank of river., Seuth of Munden they were stepyped by a read mine,
en trying te remove mines, heavy artillery fire from ether side of
river dreve them back: B2 then dismocunted and moved to hill in
pesition te ebserve tewn of Minden. Then they sncted as artillery
observers and alse patrols killed six germans, Their observatioen
breught some very effective fire on tewn of Minden, All biidges
were blewn and treep as~embled at Nehme (W7505) On way to join
treep Bl waus fired on by AT guns across river and Technician f£ifth
grade Emmet Brewn wus seriously wounded in uctien, laster dying of
wounds.

Troope stuyed in Dehme fur feur daye with miszion ef pro-
tecting the cemmund from the nerth. At this lecatlon Lt, JOHT X,
IINCH Joined eur treop and assumed cemnand eof 13,

8 April troop meved to Minden (WBONE) te previde security
for two bridges suoress the *“eser.

10 april we left Minden &nd meved in celumn with CCB at
1200B te Hameln where we orossed the ¥Weser River, Traveled &ll
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that night eressing leine River st Surstedt about 2400B centinued

to Peine (7016) shen to ZXdemissen (7224) srriving st CB30B next
morning. At 12008 we were given missien of centucting the econd
Armered seuth of us. 31 acoemplished this. B3 went north te ate
tempt to cuntact British. Invelved in fignt und hiedd at ‘ugenhell
(8843), 32, =3 and headquarters traveled t.rcugh Gifhern (5135) en
to @& distange of five uiles morth and ewst of the tewn, st 19GCB
glven missien of Joining CCis at Kletse snd working witr thexm, la=-
semblad the treop mirue Pir -t Zluteen und precceded to Kletme (3253).
cipdving a% mbeud 0lCC3. Hu treops whateoever in Kloetge, we then
fellewad trioks of armercd vehicles to Perits (Y5458) us 53CA,
errivad t-ere undrejersed tu CCA. Given missien at 0630B te pro-
teot rigut flupk of tie command, while they attucked Tangumende
(8746). n this miseion, which was excouted in & very satisfuotory
manner, 33 kilied about thirty germans en ferry at (8934) wnd oap=-
tured 2:%) priseners. Alse flumhed eight plunes oul of lunding strip
thero, of whien {7 i shet down five. B2 .nd X3 at PTangerhulte (Y7633)
caitured woout Pifteen prisonsrs snd blew up twe trains in woeds,
beth lu-de’ with anpunitican,.

13 curdl raelieved fremw U wed wversd e Jeisn OB wt
Taterbury {77274). Captured eigat . risoners on way ond srrived at
13008, Given mission of sutjesting “2de Nivar, B3 ut (VBS79)

Bl at (:8877), B2 at (9072). lenzined there tharee duys w«rd yave

the cormmiant excellent viservulicn re osriduyy wll mevements of enemy
in thelr zonse This [ ve the ocuvmnnnd wery effuctive wrilllery fire
but placsd the piuteens i.. very daungereus position. 'n 1% fpril e
heovy triiiliery berrag e fell on B2 and Sergeant wul M. Volletvie wes
gerisusly woeunded niu Jlad on his weay 3¢ the hespital. He remcined
at his .es% conti ucusly until weunded,

16 1,ril the trevp traveled with thne comuu:d ol wus ie
geserve arci newr Cheinity (¥3762) at 12008 given missien of geling
south arvund the cemmand area and reperting about infermatien re-
ceived of enery treepe 1n uren neur Brenes Bl and B3 combed weodn
nerthwest of tnere. liec nuerters, B2 and 13 went north en highway
te ¥eliin (Y282%) then tv nlune (Y216() thern west to Fadenbech
(Y1154) thence into forwst scuth snd west there. (n entering ferest
we reccived .F flre wud Jloat one gquarter ton venlcle and had ene man
gericusly injured, rivate first cluss Rovert whoerten. .t Qurk ree
turned t6 Jubur (V1889) und set up ro:-d biecks fer rnight. Usme mis~
sier next daye.

2300B 17 aApril given mission of eutyostiing torne &t
(Heaiquurters at Deisderf (1166), 3i nt -echensen (Y¥1767), B2 ut
“allestave (Y2171) and 33 at  bbender? (Y1466),.

iB ipril gane wissien with putrols throughares. utrel
godnyg south froe: Jelwder? to halivhuedh (Y.663) eentuoted British st
veddehsth, whe fnforwmed thoem thint woods ware Dull of Geruulia. Raw
turning iuzredintely on samerocute passed wver «ne Lour before, ene
e? the ene quarter ton vehicles sy ottt & & grou. of Jerpanc in weeds
and open Tire ipmedigdely nd killed erew an secw:d aund third muehine
gun then epened fire and It. Lyneh and Pfe sbrey Lodth wire hit,.
The otier vehlcie melrlulned & steady fire and recvovered voules of
“t. Lyneh wnd PPo Lmith.  mtirol then returned o U wt Talscerf
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and the two bodied wire gant %$¢ the commend’s rear.

That same night hervy tank and trached and notor vehicles
were heard o the north ir weoeds, <veryo:i¢ wus very sure they
were xnlish and infermeticvn ceuld net be joiten thut they were
oetherwige, At C430B the next mornin; the column as,roesched the
tovwn ef Deigder? und when the outpost ceu. ! Lientify then rhey
wore in a position %o losze their efficdien yo Ap no infermction
was gained from that outoest the column enve uz 40 the resr of
arother ou reet und whéeu identified in the dark they in turn
meved away frowm their vehicies. In thne confusion a Sermen nen-
cgoxriseioned officer came $¢ mur O0F wnd gave us a surr2nder ulti-
matu, either surrender or fiht your way out, e decided te
start moving right swgy and moved out on the only roand left %o us
anid with Gersan vehloles cemwxanding that rewd, Howaver, the eon-
fusion seemod to be to everyones bYenefit and we escaped eross
gountry %o Lemke {Y1763). ‘e chserved the celumn nuss through
Ceisdar? to Z4ndhof (Y1163) 4n & large weoded ares tlhere, The
8lr cerps aud artillery went to werk fsr about fuoiur houry and twe
duys luter n uroximustel; 1090 vehiclins were founu bnwvcked out op
sbundened ir thut veods alse Staff e¢f dvigion Cliuuswliig wus plok-
ed u. =t that tine,

20 April meved u; through elisoor? te Mahre (Y1368) und
eut;ested tiat wres.

21 ,ril cortucted 29th InfabSpy Ddvicdioer :nd meint.ined
sont:icl with them nril 7. . Hed same miep ion next doy rnd then
moved to Hanum (Y1138}, Jubar (Vi459) and Ludhof (V1163) windeute
poeted fer thw corw o = owere relleved from 008 und Jelined the
Squadron er 26 April

19454

tmenitiosn exporditure « Lo guourate record, but muech
heusvier thun normal ue to flank Job and s mere than nermel asount
of fi uting.

Thyzleal cendition of men very lew ut tires when fur ine-
gtane2 we drove stewdy Tor 43 of 48 hours, slse at times when oute
post were moved inte enemy sreacs in durknecs,

Vehicular and radie meintenuance bad, wh-n meving seo such
end plateons almset cornstuntly recoved fren troe, hescouwrters,
Men roecuperste puch fastor than meter nls.

Velue of underground very pruil beciuuo of tine alement,
fe went throush ut leuvat twenty-five towne thnt the: e were reperted
links, e¢tc, altheugh they had beer there =t s lste «i~ve, nopt
werkeres couldn’t give ue recent inforrutien, which ic of the mout
imorts.. $ 9 us,.

‘“hen vie hud decent or nerpnl ricenhais nnce misslons,
althou_ h they were rew, her an. som«tires disstrous the nen were
uuch mere coudented whd much Bere succeasful, the losg of men snd
Baterisl on thie wigelon wus ®<ry hesvy in oreportion to the rest
ef tiwe division, but newerthecless tie pen were doing ihe job they
viere trained for and ceuld see the vslue o $heir werk andef infere
matien snd the purt they were playings 1 den’t believe uw combat
command shuould be led by a reconnaissunce pluteen unless they cun be
given sufficlient time to de reconnmissurce, which they are truined for
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3. Histery ef Freep *C" from 30 Murch te 25 april 1945,

A% 110030 March 1945, "C¥ #ree; wuan uttached to Combat
Ceamanc "R®, gthﬂ meored Liviasien se remain at-.che! to thie cemmand
until 06008 25 Appil 1945. She attwchment tuok piace while the
Troep was at Vierssn, Germany and the trese; moved to the Combat
Gunmends asssmbly areas in she wioinisy of Ht. Tenis (4 1303) Ner
D’Guerrs, & meve of apprexinutely 12 miles,

At the assembiy aroa tie treuvp reeeiv:d erdern %o sark the
route for the gemmand, te an essembly area eaut ef the HEhine Lhiver
in she vicinity nerthesst of lulmen. A% Buldern, because ef heavy
fighting, the treep was erdered te reoemuelitoer a dypass soeuth threugh
Senden, 131”6362), her H’Guerre., In tttbuptinghfo regenneiter this
reute, the treep wncounter«d siiff resistunes the form of umall
arme, 20 millimeter «nd basocekas. This astien Suking pluce ap;rexd
irately 1 mile nerth of Sendem. The treop snd att chments suffered
10 casualties of varping severity, Aitheugh these ousualties were
inflicted, $he troep was suscessful in ite miucion dbeasuse tis treep
did clear gut this peoket of resistince srd provcecded inte Senden,
radieing basek that %he bridges had beon blown on the canel tele, .
seouth of the tewh, 7The distunce tr:veled at this point wuc 88 piles,

with the miseien unochenged, thet ie reconncitering the sxes
ef sdvance of the command, the treep meved eut of enden ut 83061
1 April 1945 recemneiteriny a bivouac ares 2 miles south of Greffen
(BB 2874) Nor H'Uuerre. The weuther threugheut this operaticn wee
extremely diesgrevmble being rainy snd celd, slewing the epsreutions
because of the peor visibility. 7Te expedite the recennniessrce of
the reu-e, one reoconnniccruce p.ateon weuld take the leud on the
reute, immediately behind them weuld be & marriced pluteen soting us
peint, Upen gentuct with the enemy the peint would immediactely meve -
uo end take ever the fi hting. PThe regennaissunce pluteon woulc
ohange into the fellewiny fermatien., Two scout sectien peeps und ene
arsercd qay feor long dissarce comwunication., This becuze known ae
the tankers "Cat Zyes“, . : .

The next day the treop biveuuced 2 mlles west of lHerferd,
covering a distunce ef 35 miles, Reaslstunge being extremely light
and eof the delaying type, the treep centiiued reouts repenhclessanece

} sdvencoing 27 miles ou the 3Ird of April. The resistunce began te
stiffen at this peint, the Cembat Cemnand destroyed eleven 88 milli-
. aster 8y, on light tank and many trucke in the vicinity of Vliethe
§ (RB 7692). Bad Oyenhausen aurrendered te the 3rd pluteon ef the
; treop tsking feur 88 millimeter guns intaet aund 200 prisencrs of war,
Frox Vlethe, the treep moved threugh te laugenhoizhauzen (BB494).
East of this peint, the third platesn helped negotiate the surrender
of Rinteln. Frem langenhulghausen the tree, meved bugk threugh
Asendorf (B8790) te oross the ieser at Hamlen. Slight resistance
wag encuvuntered gt Springe but the treep precesded o3 far uw Orile
(C 4007), where they eneeuntered heavy resist.nce cgensisting ef
baseeks, rifle and machine gun fire., By night fall we had advanced
te Vohrun (X 6718), having cuvered approxicately 30 xiles for this
peried. Hohenhumeln surrendered teo the third plstoen, teking 21
prisener: eof war, 30 rifles and 1 anti-Sank gun knecked out, The
treep oovered 20 milems the next dey, meeting ver; light reuistunce
and saking enly 15 priseners, step.iny fer the night at Meinersen

. R - RSN PR * SV
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(X7834). On the 1lth of .ipril she twwn of Rohabery (72361) waas

cleared resuising in the ca, fure of 4o0e¢ priveners, two of which were
gencrals frem the XII Army group, end the freelng of 1004 Rusaiuna and
Pgles and the adding «f 38 more miles truveled, ‘‘ernen «n the -Hlbe

#Was reached en the 12th of J,.ril, after a dash of 4% miles sud the
knocking eut et 6 trucks, 1 half-track, ? gedans niv 1 metorcyele.

The town of Beetgenderf surrandier-d to the third pluteen without a
struggle. One mehile erdnance coo shy Cartured intuct, gountentes

9 trucks and 60 grisoneve il e L, i9 dessroyed by ‘rivate Hudepeth.

h- treep was then given the mission of reconncitering bridge
2iter on the Xlbe River froa nerthwest of «rben te ast ef Ribel,
finaily setting u» OP’g along this iine, “wo raillroad truins were
observad on the enst olde of the “lbe and through the ra.id coerperate
ion ef the air ferce, succeasfully destroyed. The treop mowed from
the area of Yerben to Vietgel, attuched directly se¢ the 47th ’‘ruered
Infentry Buttalien end recelved the mission of mep in; up the crea,
pouth to Gardelegen te Kloize, Because the Ti.sk Porce cormafier did
net wish te keep hie wholic column meving, In order %o snve gaseline
he att:ched one medium tank plus twe squuade ¢f infantry te e ach
platoon, This combinutioi was idewl becuuse it hud dircet fire
power sup ort arnd the infartry to expedite tihe cleuring of touns
where 1t wus neccssary % clear esch bullding. The time mliotted
for this miegsicn wus two deys but due to the wsuccessfulness ef the
ebsve corbinnticn, tne misslion wes esrpleted the sune duy st 15003
17 a5ril 194%,.

Om the A8th of :pril the troop was ygiven the pission of

parking the route to fLalsgwedel for the commund and thoen getting up
& scresn té %the north, %he nmurch o¢f the truep was goaed even though
the perscinel were extremely fatigued. This pesition ef screening
LY naintmined for twe days und 60 prisoners were tuken frem ares
axround Seeben, n the 20th of .,ril, Combat Comusnnd "H" sturted
their effeneive north te Tunnenberg. The troo, wae ueged once mere
for reconnoitering the axis of v¢dvunce, Becuuse of the heuvy reslst-
ance encountered eniy talk force type reconnaipuunce wanwe peecible,
By thie I meun thut the cermani tusk forces mw ed direotly with

the reconruisgance elements arnd £i.1%ing was engoeuntercd freom uchow
until they teek their objsctive . te¢ the follewing afterncvon,

After remainin . 4n lantenberyg fur three dayme, we reverted to
Squadren centrel, in ;l:ce,and moved Lo the tquud:on sprenhbly &res
the fel.owin.: merning, 25 April 1945,

» C(_, /f&f/ 4’/771./1/
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