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BEREMBER 1944

SHCTICN I « The Enemy and Elements Affecting Aotion,

1. Ineoy Situation,

a. Estimate of enemy opposing foree - During the period 11 -
22 December 1944, the enemy held the mector opposing our attack with
estimated two (2, battalions of 941 Infantry Regiment znd two (2)
battzlions of 6th Paraschute Regiment supported by estiaated five (5)
battalions artillery and unkmown number of 80mm and 120mm mortars. :
At least one plateoon of lark V tanks wee aleo used by the enemy in ' -y
his defense. Y¥nemy wus well trained and extremely agcurate in his =
ertillery ond mort:r fire and seemed to have zn abundance of ammunite
ien. lorrle of troops was only fair but they were aggrescive and not
disposed to surrender readily,

b, Enemy mnde 1iberal use of anti-tank mimes in likely avenues
of approsgh snd in one instanece improvised mines out of 80mm mortur o
shells., Imnemy was well dug in with overhead eever to withetand our
artillery. However in one instance after a heavy concentration of
artillery he 'vithdrew from ris dug in positions under cover of d'.rke

ness althougl his dug in positions were effestive against his shell-
ing when we took over his positions.

&, The enemy contimpusly pounded eur positions with artillery
and mortar and interdicted our USR, He was very allergic to tonks
and the eprroneh of one of our tunks invariably resulted in extremely
heavy concentration of artillery,

(1) ZEnemy air was Guite active but seemed content with
reconnalssance only and at a fairly high altitude due to
- our anti-aireraft fire,

(?) The only employment of enemy armor was estimated

one platoon of Xark V tanks with about a ecompany of
infantry which attacked our road bloek. At the beginnimg
of the attack the infantry preceeded the tanks but upom
receiving our smrll arms fire, the infantry withdrew be- 0
hind the tankes which then moved up to the houses our ‘%d?
troops were occupying and at very close range fired at ,3\
the houses with 75 AP shelle. This proved ineffecotive\ g}
and our troove were able to Fepel the attnok by use o&q'
small arms fire, anti-tank grencdes and artillery. 1In
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this attack it was found that our rifle grenade firing
from & range of 76 yards effectively pierced the rear
plate and turret of the iark V tank but = direct hit
from a 108 Howitszmer did not stop another lark V tank
but 4id convinee the erew that it was time to withdraw,
The enewy made repeated attempts to bring troops and
vehioles past our block and it was found that 105 fire
partieularly of battalion volleys forced them to with-
draw.  The total damage to enemy vehicles during the
period of this road Wlgek was the following destroyed:
one (1] Mark V tank, one (1) 8P gun, two (2) Half-tracks,
one (1) traller ond one (1) Staff car, Damage to vehw
ioles by artillery was not asceftained,

(3) Buemy infantry attempted & reconnaissance in foree
with a final mission to take high ground held by our
Troop "B®*, The enemy force of estimated one platoon at-
taoked from two directions slong a draw around the hill,
The attask was lsunched at dawn after a heavy artillery
and mertay eoncentration. The enemy wae not very aggress
give and failed to follow his artillery closely with the
result that our artillery amd smell arms fire stopped
his probing at the seurce. No further attempts were
made By the eneuy to take this hill,

d. Elements affecting actions BSource of most information
about enemy dispesitione was aerial photos and PW infermation both
of which proved adequate, accurate and eom;lete except for lesatien
of enemy artillery-about which very little sccurate information was
obtain~d, Diffieulty was experienced in locating enemy mortars efen
though the sound gould be heard. Enemy kept himself well informed
of our diepositielt by observation from high ground agross the river,

8. Terrain iﬂi?‘bqthlr.

a. The terrsins invelved inm our operation was hilly and wood-
ed and btecouse of the wet gonditiom of the ground, use of vehicles
on secondary roads wae diffioult” and éross country movement of vehe
icles was inposcibvle., The 4.5 light tank and the Carrier personnel,
=29 were the only vehicles that could be used to supply the front
lins troops. .

3¢ Civilian populatiem.

a. There were no civilisns in the area of our attack but in
the period before the attack (vieimity of VanWegen) and after the
attaock (vicinity Hoof, Belgium), bivilian girculation was difficult
to eontrol due to the failure of CAC and ANG to have a standardised
{identification system. It was found necessary to arrest a number
of oivi¥ians and take them dack to theiy homes to determine identity,
Yone of the eivilians however proved to ba dangerous or violators of

any regulations,




SECTION II « Aotien,

1. 1 December 1944 the Squadron was still in Division reserve
in vieinity of BHPEN, Belgiunm,

8, £ December 1944 moved %o new division assembly area
vicinity VENWEGRN, Germany with OP at 928355, D troop was attaeched
to OCA and C troop $o CCR, YKo mission assigned SBquadren during per-
104 t111 10 Deecubdbsy 1944, D troop revertsd to S8quadron eontrol b
Degenber 1944, ' ,

- B, 10 December 1984 Squadron (minue Troeop C) moved to asseab-
1y area viainity KLEINHAU, Germany prepared to execute missiom
under senirel ef 4%h Cavalry Grouyp., CP at 039370, :

s 11 Decamber 1944 Troop D attaghed directly to 759th Tank
Battalion (part of 4th Cavelry Group) remsinder of Squadron (mimus
Troop C) attzehed to 4th Cavalry Group.

d. 14 Decemder 1944 Squadron {minus Treops O, D, K and F
Company) eontrol passes to CCB, B%h Armered Division. lLoeation of
Trecps and (P unchanged. A

" #e -84 Degewbey 1944 Squadron (minus Troop C) having been res
Iieved of mission by the 330th Infantiry Regiment, 88rd Divisioen,
meved to new aseembly ares &t HOOF, Belgium (726800), and passed to
division eontrol. ' - .

f. 31 December 1944 - ¥o shenge,
2. Uissien.

s, The gemeral mission assigned the Squadron was to siese and
hold ground - in the ease of Troop D eperating under 750th Tank Bate
talion, to hold ground only sinee it was already oleared of enemy
(though sti1l under heavy enemy fire); in the ease of Troeps A and B
teo doth seize and hold a seriss of ohjeetives, The renainder of the
Squadren (minus € Troop) scted in & supporting role to these troops.

%, Troop O attaehed to COR, Bth Armered Division performed
siziihr miseions under direetion of that hesdquarters t objeotives
‘being the towme of BRANDENBURG amd BERSSTEIN, both im Germany,

. 1 " Plan of Aetien,

a. Troop D held section of wooded nose east of KLEINHAU, Ger-
meny (see S-3 overlay, 10 Dee 44) from 11 %o 21 Desember 1944, Severe
losses were suffered by this troocp due to eonstant enemy artillery
and wortcr fire which eortinued umabated throughout their stay in

this sector. .
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B. Troops A and B were initially assigned a flank security
mission for the adv-nee of CCB on objectives 71 to 3 (mee FO#22,
Hq 4th Cav Op, doted 10 Dec 44, and aceompanying overlsy). This
mission was shanged and the two troops took part in the initial
assault on Objectives #1 and 2 and assaulted and held Objective #3
without support from other troops, except for tanks furnished by
8lst Tenk Battalion., All three missione were muccessful ageinst
moderate enemy resistance,

¢. BSubsequently it became the mission of Troop A (minus one
platoon) to establish a road block at 103375 between the towne of
YD and OBERMAUBACHE and to prevent enemy movement between these
towns until supporting infantry elecred them of enemy, As planned
this operation was to take one day 21 December 1944. Acta lly the
Sown of WINDEN was not taken and the town of OBLIUAUBACH remiined in
enemy hands until 235 December 1944, Troop A mainteined their posit-
ion and were suecessful in their mission despite repeated attempt om
the part of the ememy to bresk through and reinforce their troops to
the South, The troop was highly commended for their fine performance
by both the 00 of CCB and CG, Bth Armored Division,

4. Troop C attached to CCR, Bth Armored Division., While few
details are known goncerning their astivities during the month it is
known that the Cemmending Officer, Troop C suceoessfully comnanded
a ocompany of medium tanks and & company of infantry as well as his
own troop in the attack on BERGSTEIN when commonding officers of
both units begame casualties and for this action has been recommend=
ed for the Silver Star award and for a battle-field promotion to
the rank of ecaptain,

5 Troop E gave general support to the division attack from vic-
inity XL II™ITAU until =n acute shortage of ammnition forced them to
cecne fire,

6. Company ¥ supported both Troops A end B as well as Troop D
in their operztiens,  The terrain eonditions and intense enenmy
artillery and mertar fire throughout the entire seotor preeluded
any possibility € wsupply and evacuation being carried on in the
usual fashion =nd by wehieles ordinarily used for tle se purposes,
The tanks of Coupany ¥ tock over such mecessary detzils with suece
cess and throughout the aciion were able to keep the line troope
supplied with rations, water, ammmition and other needs, They
also evacu=ted easualties to the zaid stations, It is believed how-
ever thut Wweasels" would be excellent for this purposs,

7. Sinee arrival in the present leoeation troopes have gone out
on daily reconnzissance missions covering the areas South te
HALYDY « West to LIEGE and North to HEERIFN - _LAASTRICT, Miesion
has been to provide necessary prior informition for the advanece
of the division in any of these directions,

FEVEE:
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8. Speeial Vernons used - No new or special wenpons were uded,

9, Cemmniec~ntion,

a, 509 redios were used by line troops singe terrain cone
ditione m de it imposseible to bring vehicles forwsrd. Light tanks
from Company F furnished relsny stations to the Squadron CP., Come
munications were mot satisfactory on the whole. The batteries in
the SCR 509 having too short a 1ife and the relay system too doi;
particularly when ealling for and adjusting artillery.

b. Sound power phones and runners were also used betveen
the line troope, prinecipaly for lateral gontact,

10, Asesimtnee from supporting units,

a, Outstanding in this category is the 7let ¥ield Artillery,
who did » superior job for us - their fire w.e highly accurzte and
effective ~nd inflicted considerable losses on the enemy as well as
bresking up ~ counter-attnek against our positions several times,

11. Use of Grenmades, Flame throwers, eta.

ne Troop A used the rifle grenade with excallent results,
A Mark V tank was knoeked out from a distonce of 75 yards by hits
on the turret and rear, Two SP gun® slso were destroyed by the
same method. The troope have great confidence in the rifle grenadg
placing it even higher in their estimation than the bazooka,

12, Suprly and Evaguation - As stated in previous narrative
(see Co. F).

13, Cnasualties

2y Treoovs A and E and in partisular Troop D suffered heavy
lossec in key personnel, Of the casuslties » high percentage were
high ranking non-commissioned officers and officers., All three
troops have h'd a difficult task of re-organization to do emd Troop
D will reuire a long period to refiover its former high standard of
coubat efficiency.

14, SUNNATIOR

8, In these missions our troops assumed the role of infantry
and because it is anticipated by this headquarters that this will
be the rule rather than the exeeption from mow on, an alternate
T/0 has been worked out. (see attached T/0).

b In an infantry role, our troops are seriocusly handieapped

by insufficient manpower, The reconnaissance platoonm is comprised
of only twenty-eight men and cmw officer and even with the "new" T/0

BECEEI
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is hardly strong enmough to perform typical infaniry assignments,
Also if a1l three platoons are usad ae they must be for most jobs
no trooy reserve remains which we consider highly undesirable ut
also difficult to avoid,

¢. Aerial photos were a great aid in preplanning sll phases
of the overations, When grid squares have been dramm on tley are
the perf-ct me ans of accurate reporting.

4., Medieal ald, -
BTATELTIT BY MBYRR PRI'D NTHAL, Captain, Sauadron Surgeon "A major
evaouation problem arere when the squadron w-s highly mcbile, The
troops, overating on wide =nd distant fronts, depsnded soclely en
ghe to ~id men attaghed and their single one quarter ton truck for
evcouation., In most instances the aid etation and its ambulance was
00 fur away to be of pr ctical value, Thus long distence transports
ation w = required in an open wvehicle, sutjecting the wounded not emly
%o viclent paoazage but to exposure to the elements also. At the same
time the troop wes bereft of all medicz2l suppart during théir absenge,

Sven in situ tions wherc the reconnaisswunce troops werc operating
in aress cleosc to the eid etation, the faoct that the Mediocal Detaoche
ment hss but one ambulance with which to evacunte the total squadron
easualt i3, I was loathe to use 1t for evocuntion bagk to the aid

stction from the trocpse.

en the squ~dron wos in 2 statlie situction, dug in and under
morter rn’ artillery fire incessantly, peeps were fcund to be une
satisfuctory Tor evacuation purposes, No proteetion of any type is
given tre injured or the medical personnel,

when operating with s Combat Commend in & strtic position, I feel
I need a medical plan for evacuation made elear to me through the
Combot Commnd Surgeon so th:t Immy relry this important informstion
to the troope, :

In concluulicn I suggest an incorease in number of medical personnel
to twenty-eirht wen 2nd addiition of a halfetrack ambulance would do
mich to effect proagt melienl evaiouation,*

6, It w.s found thut preplanning of suprly i:s ucst fuportant,
and that az reprecent tive of S-4 muest be on hand at all times during:
the ~etion to co-ordinate between the line troops and the rear as
well =8 to keep an aocurate agcounting of status of supply. Since
211 items were delievered umder gonstzont fire it has beon decided
thet in the future they will be lashed to the delivering vehicle in
such n munner thot they can be quickly ocut and dropped to the ground
to be picked up by inirenched troope when enemy fiire 1ifts,
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SEOTION I - Summry of Strength and Creualties, December 1944,

Strength 1 Dee Asgd Strer rth 3
98 1 2
Headquorters g % i a 'T ﬂ

Headourrt rs & Berviez Troop 3 2 78 3 2
Treop A é 0 1582 #, (v} 106
Troep B 4 0 129 4 0 108
Treop C 4 0 128 & 0 127
Troop o 4 0 134 4 0 85
Treop © 4 0 100 5 0 29
Company P B 0 86 4 0 86
Medical Detschuent - 0 12 2 9L 22
TOTAL® 41 3 843 39 3 T44
GASUATTI™T (85the) ol
Killed 252 %' ™
¥oundaod 1 0 73
Hissing 0 0 1
Captured B F 2
TOTALD 1 0 92

Eneqy Prisarers of War captured by Our Forces: 17,
GCTICN IV « CO'CANING OFPIC. 1.5 « December 1944,

Squadren Cowznnderg 1 Deocember 1944 to 51 Deoember 1944 - il jor
G20:34 C, DINITAMIN, 023422, Cavalry,

o vi TS & SERVICE THOOPr 1 Degember 1944 to 31 Deceaber 1944 -
Oxptais B AL, o PETERFON, 01010111, Oavalry,

TH00i 4 ¢ 1 December 1944 to 51 Deeember 1944 = Captuodn S.YIOUR B,
S$COT5, 0306738, Cawv:lry,

PHOOI- 5 ¢ 1 Degember 1244 to 26 Deetmdey 194 - Captuin HURNTETI M,
HAY '+, 21010178, Cawilry.

0900 26 Degember 1944 to 31 Decembrr 1544 - 15T LT, LOREN
L. VIi %3, 01012533, Cavnlrye

TROOF ¢ ¢ 1 Deocembey 1044 to 31 Degecmbar 1944 « 107 LT. BF0RGE W,
BAC U, 01019010, Cavalry,

207" D 1+ 1 Decamber 1044 %o 1830 14 Deg~mber 1644 -~ 19T 1.Y. RDWARD
Je /X 'E.ﬁ'fff!, OIOIOMQ. Cavelxye

Taury:
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1650 14 Deceuber 1544 to 0900 25 Dccember 1944 - Captain
PATRICY J. TURNS, JR, 01010401, Cuav:1ry.

0900 25 December 1944 to 31 Decomber 1944 - 157 LT,
ZDEATT T, 0 GANN, 01017549, Cavalry,

TEGOD ' ¢ 1 Deoember 1944 to 31 Dagamber 1944 - 13T LT, #iTul
SOUTT =, 01017549, Coavalry.

COT'A™v ¥ 3 1 Degember 1944 to 31 Deceaber 1944 -« Coptudn JUUIN T,
SCTTT 4 01010398, Cavelry,

HILIT L, UUT.CHWSHT 110 1 Uecember 1544 tr 31 Uscesber 15944 « Captain
wTy: ) O WTHAL, 04978204, Hedioml Corps,

2 Incle,
Intl 1 = Unit Journol,
Inel 2 « ¥ile of Inccoiing and
outgeling ‘eccnges,

spe¥zz



